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DEDICATION. 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  JAMES  OGLETHORPE,  ESQ.  ; GENERAL 
AND  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF  OF  HIS  MAJESTY’S  FORCES 
IN  SOUTH  CAROLINA  AND  GEORGIA:  AND  ONE  OF  THE 
HONORABLE  TRUSTEES  FOR  ESTABLISHING  THE  COLONY 
OF  GEORGIA  IN  AMERICA,  ETC. 


May  it  please  your  Excellency : 

S the  few  surviving  remains  of  the  colony  of  Georgia  find 


it  necessary  to  present  the  world,  and  in  particular  Great 
Britain,  with  a true  state  of  that  province,  from  its  first  rise  to 
its  present  period,  your  excellency  (of  all  mankind)  is  best 
entitled  to  the  dedication,  as  the  principal  author  of  its  present 
strength  and  affluence,  freedom  and  prosperity.  And  though 
incontestable  truths  will  recommend  the  following  narrative  to 
the  patient  and  attentive  reader,  yet  your  name,  sir,  will  be 
no  little  ornament  to  the  frontispiece,  and  may  possibly  engage 
some  courteous  perusers  a little  beyond  it. 

That  dedication  and  flattery  are  synonimous,  is  the  com- 
plaint of  every  dedicator,  who  concludes  himself  ingenuous  and 
fortunate,  if  he  can  discover  a less  trite  and  direct  method  of 
flattering  than  is  usually  practiced ; but  we  are  happily  pre- 
vented from  the  least  intention  of  this  kind  by  the  repeated 
offerings  of  the  muses  and  news-writers  to  your  excellency  in 
the  public  papers.  It  were  presumptuous  even  to  dream  of 
equaling  or  increasing  them.  We  therefore  flatter  ourselves 
that  nothing  we  can  advance  will  in  the  least  shock  your  excel- 
lency^ modesty ; not  doubting  but  your  goodness  will  pardon 
any  deficiency  of  elegance  and  politeness  on  account  of  our 
sincerity,  and  the  serious  truth  we  have  the  honor  to  approach 
you  with. 

We  have  seen  the  ancient  custom  of  sending  forth  colonies 
for  the  improvement  of  any  distant  territory,  or  new  acquisi- 
tion, continued  down  to  ourselves,  but  to  your  excellency 
alone  it  is  owing  that  the  world  is  made  acquainted  with  a plan 
highly  refined  from  those  of  all  former  projectors.  They  fondly 
imagined  it  necessary  to  communicate  to  such  young  settle- 
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ments  the  fullest  rights  and  properties,  all  the  immunities  of 
their  mother  countries,  and  privileges  rather  more  extensive. 
By  such  means,  indeed,  these  colonies  flourished  with  early 
trade  and  affluence ; but  your  excellency’s  concern  for  our 
perpetual  welfare  could  never  permit  you  to  propose  such  tran- 
sitory advantages  for  us.  You  considered  riches  like  a divine 
and  philosopher,  as  the  irritamenta  malorum,  and  knew  that 
they  were  disposed  to  inflate  weak  minds  with  pride,  to  pam- 
per the  body  with  luxury,  and  introduce  a long  variety  of 
evils.  Thus  have  you  protected  us  from  ourselves,  as  Mr. 
Waller  says,  by  keeping  all  earthly  comforts  from  us.  You 
have  afforded  us  the  opportunity  of  arriving  at  the  integrity  of 
the  primitive  times  by  intailing  a more  than  primitive  poverty 
on  us.  The  toil  that  is  necessary  to  our  bare  subsistence  must 
effectually  defend  us  from  the  anxieties  of  any  further  ambi- 
tion. As  we  have  no  properties  to  feed  vainglory  and  beget 
contention,  so  we  are  not  puzzled  with  any  system  of  laws  to 
ascertain  and  establish  them.  The  valuable  virtue  of  humility 
is  secured  to  us  by  your  care  to  prevent  our  procuring,  or  so 
much  as  seeing,  any  negroes  (the  only  human  creatures  pro- 
per to  improve  our  soil),  lest  our  simplicity  might  mistake  the 
poor  Africans  for  greater  slaves  than  ourselves.  And  that  we 
might  fully  receive  the  spiritual  benefit  of  those  wholesome 
austerities,  you  have  wisely  denied  us  the  use  of  such  spirit- 
uous liquors  as  might  in  the  least  divert  our  minds  from  the 
contemplation  of  our  happy  circumstances. 

Our  subject  swells  upon  us,  and  did  we  allow  ourselves  to 
indulge  our  inclination,  without  considering  our  weak  abilities, 
we  should  be  tempted  to  launch  out  into  many  of  your  excel- 
lency’s extraordinary  endowments,  which,  do  not  so  much 
regard  the  affair  in  hand  ; but  as  this  would  lead  us  beyond  the 
bounds  of  a dedication,  so  would  it  engross  a subject  too  exten- 
sive for  us,  to  the  prejudice  of  other  authors  and  panegyrists. 
We  shall  therefore  confine  ourselves  to  that  remarkable  scene 
of  your  conduct,  whereby  Great  Britain  in  general,  and  the 
settlers  of  Georgia  in  particular,  are  laid  under  such  inexpress- 
ible obligations. 

Be  pleased  then,  great  sir,  to  accompany  our  heated  imag- 
inations in  taking  a view  of  this  colony  of  Georgia  ! this  child 
of  your  auspicious  politics ! arrived  at  the  utmost  vigor  of  its 
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constitution,  at  a term  when  most  former  states  have  been 
struggling  through  the  convulsions  of  their  infancy.  This  early 
maturity,  however,  lessens  our  admiration,  that  your  excel- 
lency lives  to  see  (what  few  founders  ever  aspired  after)  the 
great  decline  and  almost  final  termination  of  it.  So  many  have 
finished  their  course  during  the  progress  of  the  experiment, 
and  such  numbers  have  retreated  from  the  phantoms  of  poverty 
and  slavery  which  their  cowardly  imaginations  pictured  to 
them,  that  you  may  justly  vaunt  with  the  boldest  hero  of 
them  all. 

. . . . Like  death  you  reign 

O’er  silent  subjects  and  a desert  plain  —Busitis. 

Yet  must  your  enemies,  if  you  have  any,  be  reduced  to 
confess  that  no  ordinary  statesman  could  have  digested  in  the 
like  manner,  so  capacious  a scheme,  such  a copious  jumble  of 
power  and  politics.  We  shall  content  ourselves  with  observ- 
ing that  all  those  beauteous  models  of  government  which  the 
little  states  of  Germany  exercise,  and  those  extensive  liberties 
which  the  Boors  of  Poland  enjoy,  were  designed  to  concenter 
in  your  system,  and  were  we  to  regard  the  modes  of  govern- 
ment, we  must  have  been  strangely  unlucky  to  have  missed 
of  the  best,  where  there  was  the  appearance  of  so  great  a 
variety,  for  under  the  influence  of  our  perpetual  dictator,  we 
have  seen  something  like  aristocracy,  oligarchy,  as  well  as  the 
triumvirate,  decemvirate,  and  consular  authority  of  famous 
republics,  which  have  expired  many  ages  before  us.  What 
wonder,  then,  we  share  the  same  fate  ? Do  their  towns  and 
villages  exist  but  in  story  and  rubbish  ? We  are  all  over  ruins ; 
our  public  works,  forts,  wells,  highways,  lighthouse,  store,  and 
water-mills,  etc.,  are  dignified  like  theirs,  with  the  same  vener- 
able desolation.  The  log  house  indeed,  is  like  to  be  the  last 
forsaken  spot  of  your  empire  ; yet  even  this,  through  the  death 
or  desertion  of  those  who  should  continue  to  inhabit  it  must 
suddenly  decay;  the  bankrupt  jailer  himself  shall  be  soon 
denied  the  privilege  of  human  conversation,  and  when  this  last 
moment  of  the  spell  expires,  the  whole  shall'  vanish  , like  the 
illusion  of  some  eastern  magician.  ^ / ;..G  • • 

But  let  not  this  solitary  prospect  impress  your  excellency 
with  any  fears  of  having  your  services  to  mankind,  and  to 
the  settlers  of  Georgia  in  particular,  buried  in  oblivion ; for  if 
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we  diminutive  authors  are  allowed  to  prophesy  (as  you  know 
poets  in  those  cases  formerly  did)  we  may  confidently  presage 
that  while  the  memoirs  of  America  continue  to  be  read,  in 
English,  Spanish,  or  the  language  of  the  Scots  Highlanders, 
your  excellency’s  exploits  and  epocha  will  be  transmitted  to 
prosperity. 

Should  your  excellency  apprehend  the  least  tincture  of 
flattery  in  anything  already  hinted,  we  may  sincerely  assure 
you  we  intended  nothing  that  our  sentiments  did  not  very 
strictly  attribute  to  your  merit ; and  in  such  sentiments  we 
have  the  satisfaction  of  being  fortified  by  all  persons  of  imparti- 
ality and  discernment. 

But  to  trespass  no  longer  on  those  minutes  which  your 
excellency  may  suppose  more  significantly  employed  on  the 
sequel,  let  it  suffice  at  present,  to  assure  you  that  we  are 
deeply  affected  with  your  favors,  and  though  unable  of  our- 
selves properly  to  acknowledge  them,  we  shall  embrace  every 
opportunity  of  recommending  you  to  higher  powers,  who,  we 
are  hopeful,  will  reward  your  excellency  according  to  your 
merit. 

May  it  please  your  excellency, 

Your  excellency’s  most  devoted  servants, 

The  Land  Holders  of  Georgia, 

Authors  of  the  following  narrative. 


PREFACE. 


HE  colony  of  Georgia  has  afforded  so  much  subject  of 


conversation  to  the  world,  that  it  is  not  to  be  questioned 
but  a true  and  impartial  account  of  it,  from  its  first  settlement 
to  its  present  period,  will  be  generally  agreeable,  and  the  more 
so,  that  the  subject  has  hitherto  been  so  much  disguised  and 
misrepresented  in  pamphlets,  poems,  gazettes,  and  journals. 

If  it  is  asked  why  this  narrative  has  not  been  published  to 
the  world  sooner,  we  assign  two  reasons  which,  we  doubt  not, 
will  be  satisfactory. 

First,  a number  of  honorable  gentlemen  accepted  the  charge 
of  trustees  for  executing  the  purposes  in  his  majesty’s  most 
gracious  charter,  gentlemen  whose  honor  and  integrity  we 
never  did,  nor  yet  do,  call  in  question;  but,  to  our  great 
misfortune,  none  of  that  honorable  body  (excepting  Mr.  Ogle- 
thorpe) ever  had  opportunity  of  viewing  the  situation  and 
circumstances  of  the  colony,  and  judging  for  themselves  as  to 
the  necessities  thereof.  How  far  Mr.  Oglethorpe’s  schemes 
were  consistent  with  the  welfare  or  prosperity  of  it,  will  best 
appear  from  the  following  narrative. 

When  experience  gradually  unfolded  to  us  the  alterations 
we  found  absolutely  requisite  to  our  subsisting,  we  made  all 
dutiful  and  submissive  applications  to  these  our  patrons,  in 
whom  we  placed  so  much  confidence.  This  course  we  judged 
the  most  proper  and  direct,  and  therefore  repeated  these  our 
dutiful  applications,  both  to  the  body  of  the  trustees  and  to 
Mr.  Oglethorpe ; but,  alas!  our  miseries  could  not  alter  his 
views  of  things,  and  therefore  we  could  obtain  no  redress  from 
him ; and  the  honorable  board  we  found  were  prejudiced 
against  our  petitions,  no  doubt  through  misinformation  and 
misrepresentations,  and  this,  we  are  confident,  a further 
enquiry  and  time  will  convince  them  of. 

The  inviolable  regard  we  paid  to  the  honorable  board  kept 
us  from  applying  to  any  other  power  for  redress,  whilst  the 
least  hopes  could  be  entertained  of  any  from  them  ; and  we 


. 


viii. 


PREFACE. 


make  no  doubt  but  that  our  moderation  in  this  respect  will 
recommend  us  to  all  persons  of  humanity. 

A second  reason  is,  that,  as  we  had  daily  occasion  of  seeing 
our  supreme  magistrates,  who  ruled  over  us  with  unlimited 
power,  exercising  illegal  acts  of  authority,  by  threatenings, 
imprisonments,  and  other  oppressions ; therefore,  we  had  just 
reason  to  apprehend  that  any  further  steps  to  obtain  relief 
might  subject  us  ro  the  like  effects  of  arbitrary  power ; so, 
until  now,  that  a handful  of  us  have  made  our  escape  to  a 
land  of  liberty  (after  having  made  shipwreck  of  our  time  and 
substance  in  that  unhappy  colony),  we  had  it  not  in  our  power 
to  represent  the  state  of  that  settlement  to  the  world,  or  make 
our  application  to  higher  powers  for  redress. 

We  are  hopeful  that  the  perusal  of  the  following  sheets  will 
rectify  two  sorts  of  readers  in  their  surprise  in  relation  to  the 
colony  of  Georgia,  viz. : those  of  Great  Britain,  who  have 
never  known  this  part  of  the  world  but  by  description,  and 
those  of  America.  The  first  are  no  doubt  surprised  to  think  it 
possible  that  so  pleasant  and  temperate  a clime,  so  fruitful  a 
soil,  such  extensive  privileges,  all  which  were  publicly  given 
out,  and  such  considerable  sums  of  public  and  private  bene- 
factions, have  not  satisfied  and  enriched  us.  Them  we  refer 
to  the  following  narrative  for  satisfaction.  The  American 
reader,  on  the  other  hand,  must  be  equally  surprised  to  find 
that  such  numbers  should  have  been  so  fooled  and  blindfolded 
as  to  expect  to  live  in  this  part  of  America  by  cultivation  of 
lands  without  negroes,  and  much  more  without  titles  to  their 
lands,  and  laid  under  a load  of  grievances  and  restrictions ; 
and  though  these  were  redressed,  how  could  persons  in  their 
senses  ever  imagine  that  fifty  acres  of  pine  barren,  not  value 
fifty-six  pence  in  property  (and  whereof  many  thousands  may 
be  purchased  at  half  that  rate  in  the  neighboring  province) 
could  maintain  a family  of  white  people,  and  pay  such  duties 
and  quit-rents  in  a few  years  as  the  richest  grounds  in  Carolina 
or  other  provinces  in  America  will  never  bear?  To  these  last 
we  shall  only  beg  leave  to  observe  that  such  fatal  artifice  was 
used  (we  shall  not  say  by  whom),  such  specious  pretences 
were  made  use  of,  and  such  real  falsities  advanced,  and  the 
smallest  foundations  of  truth  magnified  to  hyperbole,  that  we, 
who  had  no  opportunity  of  knowing  otherways,  or  means  of 
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learning  the  real  truth,  and  being  void  of  all  suspicion  of 
artifice  or  design,  easily  believed  all  these,  and  fell  into  the 
decoy. 

The  mind  of  man  is  naturally  curious  and  enterprising ; we 
easily  feed  our  wishes  into  realities,  and  affect  and  look  upon 
every  novelty  in  the  most  favorable  light.  How  easy,  then, 
is  it  for  cunuing  and  artifice  to  lay  hold  on  the  weak  sides  of 
our  fellow  creatures,  as  we  catch  fish  with  a hook  baited  to 
their  particular  gout. 

To  prove  this  charge,  we  shall  only  transcribe  some  pas- 
sages from  a piece  of  prose,  and  some  from  a piece  of  poesy, 
by  which  specimens  the  reader  may  judge  of  some  considera- 
ble number  which  were  dispersed  and  vended  of  the  same 
stamp. 

The  first  are  from  a pamphlet  printed  at  London,  1733, 
entitled,  “A  new  and  Accurate  Account  of  the  Provinces  of 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia.”  The  author  has  not  thought  fit 
to  favor  us  with  his  name  ; but  it  is  easy  to  conceive  that  we, 
who  suspected  no  artifice  or  design,  must  conclude  that  it  came 
from  the  best  authority,  from  the  circumstances  of  its  being 
dispersed  publicly,  and  not  being  contradicted,  and  from  the 
author’s  intimate  acquaintance  (at  least  so  pretended)  with  all 
the  trustees’  measures  and  designs.  After  a high  encomium 
upon  the  trustees,  page  7,  he  says:  “The  air  of  Georgia  is 
‘ healthy,  being  always  serene  and  pleasant,  never  subject  to 
4 excessive  heat  or  cold,  or  sudden  changes  of  weather ; the 
‘ winter  is  regular  and  short,  and  the  summer  cooled  with 

* refreshing  breezes ; it  neither  feels  the  cutting  northwest 

* wind  that  the  Virginians  complain  of,  nor  the  intense  heats  of 
4 Spain,  Barbary,  Italy,  and  Egypt.  The  soil  will  produce 

* anything  with  very  little  culture.”  Page  19:  “All  sorts  of 
‘ corn  yield  an  amazing  increase ; one-hundred  fold  is  the  com- 

* mon  estimate  ; though  their  husbandry  is  so  slight  that  they 

* can  only  be  said  to  scratch  the  earth  and  merely  to  cover  the 
‘seed;  all  the  best  sort  of  cattle  and  fowls  are  multiplied 
‘without  number,  and  therefore  without  a price;  vines  are 
‘native  here.”  Page  21:  “The  woods  near  Savannah  are. 
‘ not  hard  to  be  cleared  ; many  of  them  have  no  underwood,- 

* and  the  trees  do  not  stand  generally  thick  on  the  ground,  but 
‘at  considerable  distances  asunder.  When  you  fell  the  timber 
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.‘for  use,  or  to  make  tar,  the  root  will  rot  in  four  or  five  years, 
1 and  in  the  meantime  you  may  pasture  the  ground  ; but  if 
1 you  would  only  destroy  the  timber,  it ’s  done  by  half  a dozen 
‘ strokes  of  an  ax  surrounding  each  tree  a little  above  the  root. 

* In  a year  or  two,  the  water  getting  into  the  wound  rots  the 
‘timber,  and  a brisk  gust  of  wind  fells  many  acres  for  you  in 
‘ an  hour,  of  which  you  may  make  one  bright  bonfire.  Such 

* will  be  frequently  here  the  fate  of  the  pine,  the  walnut, 
‘the  cypress,  the  oak,  and  the  cedar.  Such  an  air  and 
‘ soil  can  only  be  described  by  a poetical  pen,  because  there 
‘ is  no  danger  of  exceeding  the  truth  ; therefore,  take  Waller’s 
‘ description  of  an  island  in  the  neighborhood  of  Carolina,  to 
‘ give  you  an  idea  of  this  happy  climate : 

The  spring,  which  but  salutes  us,  here, 

Inhabits  there,  and  courts  them  all  the  year. 

Ripe  fruits  and  blossoms  on  the  same  tree  live ; 

At  once  they  promise  what  at  once  they  give. 

So  sweet  the  air,  so  moderate  the  clime, 

• None  sickly  lives,  nor  dies  before  his  time ; 

Heaven  sure  has  kept  this  spot  of  earth  uncurst, 

To  show  how  all  things  were  created  first. 

Page  27 : “The  Indians  bring  many  a mile  the  whole  deer’s 
‘flesh,  which  they  sell  to  the  people  who  live  in  the  country, 
‘ for  the  value  of  sixpence  sterling,  and  a wild  turkey  of  forty- 

* pound  weight  for  the  value  of  two-pence.”  In  page  32,  the 
author,  when  recommending  the  Georgia  adventure  to  gentle- 
men of  decayed  circumstances,  who  must  labor  at  home  or  do 
worse,  states  the  following  objection,  viz. : “If  such  people 
‘ can ’t  get  bread  here  for  their  labor,  how  will  their  condition 
‘be  mended  in  Georgia?”  which  he  solves  in  the  following 
manner:  “The  answer  is  easy  ; part  of  it  is  well  attested, 
‘and  part  self-evident;  they  have  land  there,  for  nothing,  and 
‘ that  land  so  fertile,  that,  as  is  said  before,  they  receive  an 
‘ hundred-fold  increase,  for  taking  a very  little  pains.  Give 

* here  in  England  ten  acres  of  good  land  to  one  of  these  help- 
‘ less  persons,  and.  1 doubt  not  his  ability  to  make  it  sustain 

* him,  and  by  his  own  culture,  without  letting  it  to  another ; 
‘ but  the  difference  between  no  rent  and  racked  rent  is  the 
‘difference  between  eating  and  starving.”  Page  32:  “These 
‘trustees  not  only  give  land  to  the  unhappy  who  go  thither. 
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‘ but  are  also  impowered  to  receive  the  voluntary  contributions 
‘of  charitable  persons,  to  enable  to  furnish  the  poor  ad- 
venturers with  all  necessaries  for  the  expense  of  their 
4 voyage,  occupying  the  land,  and  supporting  them  till  they 
4 find  themselves  comfortably  settled ; so  that  now  the  unfor- 
tunate will  not  be  obliged  to  bind  themselves  to  a long 
‘ servitude  to  pay  for  their  passage,  for  they  may  be  carried 
4 gratis  into  a land  of  liberty  and  plenty,  where  they  imme- 
‘ diately  find  themselves  in  the  possession  of  a competent 
4 estate,  in  an  happier  climate  than  they  knew  before,  and 
4 they  are  unfortunate  indeed  if  here  they  cannot  forget  their 
‘sorrows.”  Nay,  as  if  such  assertions  as  these  were  not 
powerful  enough  to  influence  poor  people,  calculations  are 
subjoined  to  demonstrate  that  a family  consisting  of  one  poor 
man,  his  wife,  and  child  of  seven  years  old,  may  in  Georgia 
earn  sixty  pounds  sterling  per  annum,  and  this  abstracted  from 


silk,  wine,  etc.  Page  41  : 44  Now  this  very  family  in  Georgia, 


4 by  raising  rice  and  corn  sufficient  for  its  occasions,  and  by 
‘attending  the  care  of  their  cattle  and  land  (which  almost 
4 every  one  is  able  to  do  in  some  tolerable  degree  for  himself) 
4 will  easily  produce  in  gross  value  the  sum  of  sixty  pounds 
4 sterling  per  annum  ; nor  is  this  to  be  wondered  at,  because  of 
4 the  valuable  assistance  it  has  from  a fertile  soil  and  a stock 
‘given  gratis,  which  must  always  be  remembered  in  this 
‘ calculation. 

4 The  calculation  of  one  hundred  such  families  when 
‘formally  extended,  stands  thus,’ — Page  43, 


‘ In  London  one  hundred  poor  men  earn, 

4 One  hundred  women  and  one  hundred  children, 


/.  s.  d. 
500  00  o 
500  00  o 


IOOO  00  o 


4 In  Georgia  an  hundred  families  earn  : 

‘One  hundred  men  for  labor, 

‘ Ditto  for  care  of  their  stock  at  leisure  hours,  . 

‘ One  hundred  women  and  one  hundred  children, 
‘ Land  and  stock  in  themselves, 


1200  00  o 
1200  00  o 
2400  00  o 
1200  00  o 


Total,  . 


6000  00  o 
Q.  E.  D. 
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But  we  must  conclude  this  head  lest  we  tire  the  reader. 
We  shall  now  beg. leave  to  quote  a few  poetical  accounts  of  this 
paradise  of  the  world,  and  of  the  fatherly  care  and  protection 
we  might  depend  on  from  Mr.  Oglethorpe.  An  hundred 
hackney  muses  might  be  instanced  ; but  vve  shall  confine  our- 
selves to  the  celebrated  performance  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Samuel 
Wesly,  where  we  might  well  expect  a sufficient  stock  of  truth 
and  religion  to  counterbalance  a poetical  license.  Vide  a poem 
entitled  “ Georgia,”  and  verses  upon  Mr.  Oglethorpe's  second 
voyage  to  Georgia.  Printed  London,  1736. 

See  where  beyond  the  spacious  ocean  lies 
A wide  waste  land  beneath  the  southern  skies  ; 

Where  kindly  suns  for  ages  rolled  in  vain, 

Nor  e’er  the  vintage  saw,  or  rip’ning  grain  ; 

Where  all  things  into  wild  luxuriance  ran, 

And  burthened  nature  asked  the  aid  of  man. 

!n  this  sweet  climate  and  prolific  soil, 

He  bids  the  eager  swain  indulge  his  toil ; 

In  free  possession  to  the  planter’s  hand, 

Consigns  the  rich  uncultivated  land. 

Go  you,- the  monarch  cries,  go  settle  there, 

Whom  Britain  from  her  plentitude  can  spare : 

Go,  your  old  wonted  industry  pursue  ; 

Nor  envy  Spain  the  treasures  of  Peru. 

But  not  content  in  council  here  to  join, 

A further  labor  OGLETHORPE,  is  thine  ; 

In  each  great  deed  thou  claim’ st  the  foremost  part, 

And  toil  and  danger  charm  thy  gen’rous  heart ; 

But  chief  for  this  thy  warm  affections  rise  ; 

For  oh  ! thou  view’st  it  with  a parent’s  eyes  ; 

For  this  thou  tempt’st  the  vast  tremendous  main, 

And  floods  and  storms  oppose  their  threats  in  vain. 

He  comes,  whose  life,  while  absent  from  your  view, 

Was  one  continued  ministry  for  you : 

For  you  were  laid  out  all  his  pains  and  art, 

Won  every  will  and  softened  every  heart. 

With  what  paternal  jov  shall  he  relate 
How  views  it’s  mother  isle  your  little  state  ; 

Think  while  he  strove  vour  distant  coast  to  gain, 

How  oft  he  sighed  and  chid  the  tedious  main  ; 

Impatient  to  survey,  by  culture  graced, 

Your  dreary  woodland  and  your  rugged  waste. 

Fair  were  the  scenes  he  feigned,  the  prospects  fair; 

And  sure,  ye  Georgians,  alt  he  feigned  was  there. 
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A thousand  pleasures  crowd  into  his  breast; 

But  one,  one  mighty  thought  absorbs  the  rest, 

And  gives  me  heav’n  to  see,  the  patriot  cries, 

Another  Britain  in  the  desert  rise. 

Again, 

With  nobler  products  see  thy  Georgia  teems, 

Cheered  with  the  genial  sun’s  director  beams  ; 

There  the  wild  vine  to  culture  learns  to  yield, 

And  purple  clusters  ripen  through  the  field. 

Now  bid  thy  merchants  bring  thy  wine  no  more 
Or  from  the  Iberian  or  the  Tuscan  shore  ; 

No  more  they  need  the  Hungarian  vineyard’s  drain, 

And  France  herself  may  drink  her  best  Champagne. 

Behold  ! at  last,  and  in  a subject  land, 

Nectar  sufficient  for  thy  large  demand ; 

Delicious  nectar,  powerful  to  improve 
Our  hospitable  mirth  and  social  love ; 

This  for  thy  jovial  sons — nor  less  the  care 
Of  thy  young  province,  to  oblige  the  fair ; 

Here  tend  the  silk  worm  in  the  verdant  shade, 

The  frugal  matron  and  the  blooming  maid. 

From  the  whole,  we  doubt  not,  the  reader  will  look  upon  us 
as  sufficiently  punished  for  our  credulity  ; and  indeed,  who 
would  not  have  been  caught  with  such  promises,  such  pros- 
pects ? What  might  not  the  poor  man  flatter  himself  with, 
from  such  an  alteration  in  his  situation  ? And  how  much  more 
might  a gentleman  expect  from  a plentiful  stock  of  his  own,  and 
numbers  of  servants  to  set  up  with  ? Could  a person  with  the 
least  faith  have  questioned  the  committing  his  interests  to  such 
guardians,  and  such  a tender  father  as  Mr.  Oglethorpe  was 
believed  to  be  ? Whether  he  has  acted  that  generous,  that 
humane,  that  fatherly  part,  the  following  narrative  must 
determine. 

As  for  those  poetical  licenses  touching  the  wine  and  silk, 
we  do  not  transcribe  them  as  a reflection  upon  the  author,  but 
as  a satire  upon  the  mismanagement  of  those  manufactures,  as 
since  no  measures  were  taken  that  seemed  really  intended  for 
their  advancement. 

We  no  wise  question  the  possibility  of  advancing  such  im- 
provements in  Georgia  with  far  less  sums  of  money,  properly 
applied,  than  the  public  has  bestowed ; but  not  even  the  flour- 
ishing of  wine  and  silk  can  make  a colony  of  British  subjects 
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happy,  if  they  are  deprived  of  the  liberties  and  properties  of 
their  birthright. 

We  have  endeavored  to  the  utmost  to  be  tender  of  charac- 
ters, but  as  we  undertake  to  write  an  account  of  facts  and 
truths,  there  is  no  help  for  it  when  those  facts  and  truths  press 
home. 

It  is  a common  satisfaction  to  sufferers  to  expose  to  the 
public  the  rocks  upon,  which  they  split,  and  the  misfortunes  by 
which  they  suffered,  and  it  may  well  be  allowed  us  to,  publish 
the  causes  to  which  we  attribute  the  ruin  of  that  settlement 
and  ourselves,  and  more  especially  as  we  are  prosecutors  for 
justice  from  higher  powers,  which  we  doubt  not  receiving  as 
the  case  deserves. 

We  hope  the  truth  of  the  following  narrative  will  recom- 
mend itself  to  the  perusal  of  the  candid  reader.  The  fatal 
truths  of  this  tragedy  hath  already  been  sealed  with  the  death 
of  multitudes  of  our  fellow  creatures,  but  still  (thanks  to  the 
providence  of  the  Almighty)  some  survive  to  attest  and  con- 
firm the  truth  of  what  is  herein  contained,  against  any  persons 
or  names,  however  great,  however  powerful.  Our  circum- 
stances and  sincerity  will  excuse  our  want  of  that  politeness 
and  accuracy  of  style  which  might  have  represented  our  case  to 
greater  advantage  to  the  courteous  reader,  whom  we  shall  no 
longer  detain  from  the  subject  in  hand. 
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A TRUE  AND  HISTORICAL  NARRATIVE,  ETC. 

lVTOTHING  is  more  difficult  for  authors  than  to  divest  them- 
* ^ selves  of  bias  and  partiality,  especially  when  they 
•themselves  are  parties  or  sufferers  in  the  affair  treated  of. 

It  is  possible  this  may  be  supposed  the  case  with  us,  the 
publishers  of  this  narrative ; it  may  be  imagined  that  the  hard- 
ships, losses,  and  dissappointments  we  have  met  with  in  the 
Colony  of  Georgia  will  naturally  sour  our  humors  and  engage 
us  to  represent  everything  in  the  worst  light. 

As  the  probability  of  those  surmises  is  very  obvious  to  us, 
we  have,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  guarded  against  the  weak 
side  of  ourselves,  and  to  convince  the  world  of  our  sincerity 
shall  no  further  descend  into  the  grievances  of  particular 
persons  than  is  absolutely  requisite  for  making  our  general 
narrative  intelligible ; and  to  a faithful  detail  of  public  vouchers, 
records,  extracts,  missives,  memorials,  and  representations, 
shall  only  adjoin  so  much  of  history  as  may  be  necessary  to 
recount  the  most  material  events  and  to  complete  the  con- 
nection. 

We  are  hopeful  that  an  information  founded  upon  the 
strictest  truth  will  effectually  introduce  any  further  steps  that 
Providence  shall  enable  us  to  take  toward  procuring  the  redress 

I of  our  grievances.  While  we  had  the  least  hopes  of  redress 
from  our  immediate  superiors  and  patrons,  we  would  not,  and 
when  we  begin  to  dispair  of  relief  by  that  channel,  we  durst 
not,  make  application  to  any  other  tribunal,  unless  we  would 

I expose  ourselves  to  the  dreadful  effects  of  the  resentment  of 
those  who  had  before  reduced  us  to  poverty  by  oppression ; 
and,  indeed,  in  all  the  applications  we  made  for  redress  we 
were  brow-beat,  obstructed,  threatened,  and  branded  with 
opprobrious  names,  such  as  proud,  idle,  lazy,  discontented,  and 
mutinous  people,  and  several  other  appellations  of  that  kind ; 
and  were  always  afterwards  harrassed  by  all  means  whatso- 
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ever,  several  instances  of  which  will  appear  to  the  reader  in 
the  sequel. 

Our  late  retreat  from  that  confinement  to  a land  of  liberty 
puts  it  in  our  power  to  speak  the  truth,  and  though  our 
endeavors  are  too  late  to  relieve  the  dead,  the  dying,  and  those 
many  now  dispersed  in  all  the  corners  of  his  majesty’s  domin- 
ions; yet  they  may  be  the  means  of  ushering  in  sympathy  and 
assistance  to  the  survivors,  and  to  multitudes  of  widows  and 
orphans  of  the  deceased,  from  the  humane  and  generous. 

As  our  sole  design  is  to  give  a plain  narrative  of  the  estab- 
lishment and  progress  of  the  Colony  of  Georgia  from  its  rise 
to  its  present  period,  we  shall  court  no  other  ornaments  than 
those  of  truth  and  perspicuity,  and  shall  endeavor  to  carry  the 
reader’s  attention  regularly  from  the  first  to  the  last  motions 
we  make  mention  of. 

In  the  year  1732  his  majesty  was  pleased  to  erect,  by  his 
Royal  Charter,  into  a separate  province  distinct  from  South 
Carolina, -.that  space  of  land  lying  between  the  rivers  Savan- 
nah and  Aktfamaha,  under  the  name  of  Georgia. 

As  this  gracious  charter  is  the  basis  and  foundation  of  all 
the  transactions  relating  to  this  province,  which  have  so  much 
amused  and  perplexed  the  world,  and  which  our  endeavor  is 
to  set  in  a true  light,  we  cannot  dispense  with  inserting  the 
charter  at  large,  which  we  are  confident,  for  many  reasons, 
will  be  acceptable  to  the  reader. 

CHARTER. 

GEORGE  the  Second,  by  the  grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  and  Ireland;  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  etc.  To  all 
to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting.  Whereas,  we' 
are  credibly  informed  that  many  of  our  poor  subjects  are, 
through  misfortunes  and  want  of  employment,  reduced  to  great 
necessity,  insomuch  as  by  their  labor  they  are  not  able  to 
provide  a maintenance  for  themselves  and  families;  and  if 
they  had  means  to  defray  their  charges  of  passage  and  other 
expenses  incident  to  new  settlements,  they  would  be  glad  ter 
settle  in  any  of  our  provinces  in  America,  where,  by  cultivat- 
ing the  lands,  at  present  waste  and  desolate,  they  might  not 
only  gain  a comfortable  subsistence  for  themselves  and  families, 
but  also  strengthen  our  colonies  and  increase  the  trade,  navi- 
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gation,  and  wealth  of  these  our  realms ; and  whereas,  our 
provinces  in  North  America  .have  been  frequently  ravaged  by 
Indian  enemies,  more  especially  that  of  South  Carolina,  which 
in  the  late  war  by  the  neighboring  savages,  was  laid  waste  by 
fire  and  sword  and  great  numbers  of  the  English  inhabitants 
miserably  massacred ; and  our  living  subjects  who  now  inhabit 
there,  by  reason  of  the  smallness  of  their  numbers,  will,  in 
case  of  a new  war,  be  exposed  to  the  late  calamities,  inasmuch 
as  their  whole  southern  frontier  continueth  unsettled,  and  lieth 
open  to  the  said  savages ; and,  whereas,  we  think  it  highly 
becoming  our  crown  and  royal  dignity  to  protect  all  our  loving 
subjects,  be  they  never  so  distant  from  us,  to  extend  our 
fatherly  compassion  even  to  the  meanest  and  most  infatuate  of 
our  people,  and  to  relieve  the  wants  of  our  above-mentioned 
poor  subjects;  and  that  it  will  be  highly  conducive  for  accom- 
plishing those  ends  that  a regular  colony  of  the  said  poor 
people  be  settled  and  established  in  the  southern  territories  of 
Carolina;  and,  whereas,  we  have  been  well  assured  that  if  we 
would  be  graciously  pleased  to  erect  and  settle  a corporation 
for  the  receiving,  managing,  and  disposing  of  the  contributions 
of  our  loving  subjects,  divers  persons  would  be  induced  to  con- 
tribute to  the  purposes  aforesaid.  Know  ye,  therefore,  that 
we  have,  for  the  consideration  aforesaid,  and  for  the  better  and 
more  orderly  carrying  on  the  said  poor  purposes,  of  our  special 
grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  willed,  ordained, 
constituted,  and  appointed,  and  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our 
heirs  and  successors,  do  will,  ordain,  constitute,  declare,  and 
grant  that  our  right  trusty  and  well-beloved  John  Lord  Viscount 
Percival  of  our  Kingdom  of  Ireland,  our  trusty  and  well-beloved 
Edward  Digby,  George  Carpenter,  James  Oglethorpe,  George 
Heathcote,  Thomas  Tower,  Robert  Moor,  Robert  Hucks,  Roger 
Holland,  William  Sloper,  Francis  Eyles,  John  Laroche,  James 
Vernon,  William  Beletha,  Esqrs.  A.  M.  John  Burton,  B.  D.; 
Richard  Bundy,  A.  M.;  Arthur  Beaford,  ,A.  M.;  Samuel  Smith, 
A.  M.;  Adam  Anderson,  and  Thomas  Coram,  Gentlemen,  and 
such  other  persons  as  shall  be  elected  in  the  manner  herein- 
after mentioned,  and  their  successors  to  be  elected  in  the 
j manner  hereinafter  directed,  be,  and  shall  be  one  body  politic 
and  corporate,  in  deed  and  in  name,  by  the  name  of  The 
Trustees  for  Establishing  the  Colony  of  Georgia  in  America  ; 
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and  them  and  their  successors  by  the  same  name,  we  do,  by 
these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  really  and 
fully  make,  ordain,  constitute  and  declare  to  be  one  body 
politic  in  deed  and  in  name  forever ; and  that  by  the  same 
name  they  and  their  successors  shall  and  may  have  perpetual 
succession;  and  that  they  and  their  successors,  by  that  name, 
shall  and  may  forever  hereafter  be  persons  able  and  capable 
in  the  law  to  purchase,  have,  take,  receive,  and  enjoy,  to  them 
and  their  successors,  any  manors,  messuages,  lands,  tenements, 
rents,  advowsons,  liberties,  privileges,  jurisdictions,  franchises, 
and  other  hereditaments  whatsoever,  lying  and  being  in  Great 
Britain,  or  any  part  thereof,  of  whatsoever  nature,  kind,  or 
quality,  or  value  they  be,  in  fee  and  perpetuity,  not  exceeding 
the  yearly  value  of  one  thousand  pounds  beyond  reprises ; 
also  estates  for  lives  and  for  years,  and  all  other  manner  of 
goods,  chattels,  and  things  whatsoever  they  may  be,  for  the 
better  settling  and  supporting  and  maintaining  the  said  coiony, 
and  other  uses  aforesaid ; and  to  give,  grant,  let,  and  demise 
the  said  manors,  messuages,  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments, 
goods,  chattels,  and  things  whatsoever  aforesaid,  by  lease  or 
leases  for  term  of  years,  in  possession  at  time  of  granting 
thereof,  and  not  in  reversion,  not  exceeding  the  term  of  thirty- 
one  years  from  the  time  of  granting  thereof,  on  which,  in  case 
no  fine  be  taken,  shall  be  reserved  the  full,  and  in  case  a fine 
be  taken,  shall  be  reserved  at  least  a moiety  of  the  value  that 
the  same  shall  reasonably  and  bona  fide  be  worth  at  the  time 
of  such  demise;  and  that  they  and  their  successors,  by  the 
name  aforesaid,  shall  and  may  forever  hereafter  be  persons 
able,  capable  in  the  law,  to  purchase,  have,  take,  receive,  and 
enjoy,  to  them  and  their  successors,  any  lands,  territories, 
possessions,  tenements,  jurisdictions,  franchises,  and  heredi- 
taments whatsoever,  lying  and  being  in  America,  of  what 
quantity,  quality,  or  value  whatsoever  they  be,  for  the  better 
settling  and  supporting  and  maintaining  said  colony;  and  that 
by  the  name  aforesaid  they  shall  and  may  be  able  to  sue  and 
be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded,  answer  and  be  answered 
unto,  defend  and  be  defended  in  all  courts  and  places  whatso- 
ever, and  before  whatsoever  judges,  justices,  and  other  officers, 
of  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  in  all  and  singular  actions,- 
plaints,  pleas,  matters,  suits,  and  demands,  of  what  kind, 
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nature,  or  quality  soever  they  be;  and  to  act  and  do  all  other 
matters  and  things  in  as  ample  manner  and  form  as  any  other 
our  liege  subjects  of  this  realm  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  they 
and  their  successors  forever  hereafter  shail  and  may  have  a 
common  seal  to  serve  for  the  causes  and  business  of  them  and 
their  successors ; and  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  them 
and  their  successors  to  change,  break,  alter,  and  make  new  the 
said  seal  from  time  to  time  and  at  their  pleasure,  as  they  shall 
think  best.  And  we  do  further  grant,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and 
successors,  that  the  said  corporation,  and  the  common  council 
of  the  said  corporation  hereinafter  by  us  appointed,  may  from 
time  to  time,  and  at  all  times,  meet  about  their  affairs  when 
and  where  they  please,  and  transact  and  carry  on  the  business 
of  the  said  corporation.  And  for  the  better  execution  of  the' 
purposes  aforesaid,  we  do,  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs 
and  successors,  give  and  grant  to  the  said  corporation  and 
their  successors,  that  they  and  their  successors  forever,  may 
upon  the  third  Thursday  in  the  month  of  March,  yearly, 
meet  at  some  convenient  place  to  be  appointed  by  said  corpora- 
tion, or  major  part  of  them  who  shall  be  present  at  any  meeting 
of  the  said  corporation  to  be  had  for  the  appointing  of  the  said 
place,  and  that  they,  or  two-thirds  of  such  of  them  that  shall 
be  present  at  such  yearly  meeting,  and  at  no  other  meeting  of 
the  said  corporation,  between  the  hours  of  ten  in  the  morning 
and  four  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  choose  and  elect 
such  person  or  persons  to  be  members  of  the  said  corporation 
as  they  shall  think  beneficial  to  the  good  designs  of  the  said 
corporation.  And  our  further  will  and  pleasure  is,  that  if  it 
shall  happen  that  any  persons  hereinafter  by  us  appointed  as 
the  common  council  of  the  said  corporation,  or  any  persons  to 
be  elected  or  admitted  members  of  the  said  common  council  in 
the  manner  hereafter  directed,  shall  die,  or  shall  by  writing 
under  his  and  their  hands  respectively  resign  his  or  their  office 
or  offices  of  common  council  man  or  common  council  men,  the 
said  corporation,  or  the  major  part  of  such  of  them  "as  shall  be 
present,  shall  and  may  at  such  meeting,  on  the  said  third 
Thursday  in  March  yearly,  in  manner  as  aforesaid,  next  after 
such  death  or  resignation,  and  at  no  other  meeting  of  the  said 
corporation,  into  the  room  or  place  of  such  person  or  persons  so 
dead  or  so  resigning,  elect  and  choose  one  or  more  such  person 


•• 


6 


or  persons,  being  members  of  the  said  corporation  as  to  them 
shall  seem  meet.  And  our  will  is,  that  all  and  every  the 
person  or  persons  which  shall  from  time  to  time  hereafter  be 
elected  common  council  men  of  the  said  corporation  as  afore- 
said, do  and  shall  before  he  or  they  act  as  common  council  men 
of  the  said  corporation,  take  an  oath  for  the  faithful  and  due 
execution  of  their  office,  which  oath  the  president  of  the  said 
corporation  for  the  time  being  is  hereby  authorized  and  required 
to  administer  to. such  person  or  persons  elected  as  aforesaid. 
And  our  will  and  pleasure  is,  that  the  first  president  of  the  said 
corporation  is  and  shall  be  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  the  said 
John  Lord  Viscount  Percival,  and  that  the  said  president  shall, 
within  thirty  days  after  the  passing  this  charter,  cause  a sum- 
mons to  be  issued  to  the  several  members  of  the  said  corpora- 
tion herein  particularly  named,  to  meet  at  such  time  and  place 
as  he  shall  appoint,  to  consult  about  and  transact  the  business 
of  the  said  corporation.  And  our  will  and  pleasure  is,  and  we, 
by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  grant, 
ordain,  and  direct  that  the  common  council  of  this  corporation 
shall  consist  of  fifteen  in  number,  and  we  do,  by  these  presents, 
nominate,  constitute,  and  appoint  our  right  trusty,  and  well 
beloved  John  Lord  Viscount  Percival,  our  trusty  and  beloved 
Edward  Digby,  George  Carpenter,  James  Oglethorpe,  George 
Heathcote,  Thomas  Laroche,  James  Vernon,  William  Beletha, 
Esqrs.,  and  Stephen  Hales,  master  of  arts,  to  be  the  common 
council  of  the  said  corporation,  to  continue  in  said  office  during 
their  good  behavior.  And  whereas  it  is  our  royal  intention 
that  the  members  of  the  said  corporation  should  be  increased 
by  election  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  to  a greater 
number  than  is  hereby  nominated.  Our  further  will  and 
pleasure  is,  and  we  do  hereby,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors, 
ordain  and  direct  that  from  the  time  of  such  increase  of  the 
members  of  the  said  corporation,  the  number  of  the  common 
council  shall  be  increased  to  twenty-four,  and  that  the  same 
assembly  at  which  such  additional  members  of  the  said  corpora- 
tion shall  be  chosen,  there  shall  likewise  be  elected  in  the 
manner  herein  before  directed  for  the  election  of  common 
council  men,  nine  persons' to  be  the  said  common  council  men, 
and  to  make  up  the  number  twenty-four.  And  our  further 
will  and  pleasure  is,  that  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  Edward 
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Digby^  Esq.,  shall  be  the  first  chairman  of  the  common  council 
of  the  said  corporation,  and  that  the  said  Lord  Viscount 
Percival  shall  be  and  continue  president  of  the  said  corporation, 
and  that  the  said  Edward  Digby  shall  be  and  continue 
chairman  of  the  common  council  of  the  said  corporation,  or 
of  the  common  council  of  the  said  corporation,  respectively, 
until  the  meeting  which  shall  be  had  next  and  immediately 
after  the  first  meeting  of  the  said  corporation  respectively,  and 
no  longer,  at  which  said  second  meeting,  and  every  other 
subsequent  and  future  meeting  of  the  said  corporation,  or  of 
the  common  council  of  the  said  corporation  respectively,  in 
order  to  preserve  an  indifferent  rotation  of  the  several  officers 
of  president  of  the  corporation,  and  of  chairman  of  the 
common  council  of  the  said  corporation.  We  do  direct  and 
ordain,  that  all  and  every  the  person  and  persons  members  of 
the  said  common  council  for  the  time  being,  arid  no  other,  being 
present  at  such  meetings  shall  severally  and  respectively  in 
their  turns  preside  at  the  meetings  which  shall  from  time  to 
time  be  held  of  the  said  corporation,  or  of  the  common  council 
of  the  said  corporation  respectively.  And  in  case  any  doubt 
or  question  shall  at  any  time  arise  touching  or  concerning  the 
right  of  any  member  of  the  said  common  council  to  preside  at 
any  meeting  of  the  said  corporation,  or  at  the  common  council 
of  the  said  corporation,  the  same  shall  respectively  be  deter- 
mined by  the  major  part  of  the  said  corporation,  or  of  the 
common  council  of  the  said  corporation  respectively,  who  shall 
be  present  at  such  meeting.  Provided  always,  that  no  mem- 
ber of  the  said  common  council  having  served  in  the  offices  of 
president  of  the  said  corporation,  or  of  chairman  of  the  common 
council  of  the  said  corporation,  shall  be  capable  of  being  or  of 
serving  as  president  or  chairman  at  any  meeting  of  the  said 
corporation  or  common  council  of  the  said  corporation,  next  and 
immediately  ensuing  that  in  which  he  so  served  as  president 
of  the  said  corporation,  or  chairman  of  the  said  common  council 
of  the  said  corporation  respectively,  unless  it  shall  so  happen 
that  at  any  such  meeting  of  the  said  corporation  there  shall 
not  be  any  other  member  of  the  said  common  council  present. 
And  our  will  and  pleasure  is,  that  at  all  and  every  of  the  meet- 
ings of  the  said  corporation,  or  of  the  common  council  of  the 
said  corporation,  the  president  or  chairman  for  the  time  being, 
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shall  have  a voice,  and  shall  vote,  and  shall  act  as  a member 
of  the  said  corporation,  or  of  the  common  council  of  the  said 
corporation,  at  such  meeting,  and  in  case  of  any  equality  of 
votes,  the  said  president  or  chairman  for  the  time  being  shall 
have  a lasting  vote.  And  our  further  will  and  pleasure  is, 
that  no  president  of  the  said  corporation,  or  chairman  of  the 
common  council  of  the  said  corporation,  or  member  of  the  said 
common  council  or  corporation,  by  us  by  these  presents 
appointed,  or  hereafter,  from  time  to  time  to  be  elected  and 
appointed  in  manner  aforesaid,  shall  have,  take  or  receive, 
directly  or  indirectly,  any  salary,  fee,  perquisite,  benefit  or 
profit  whatsoever,  for  or  by  reason  of  his  or  their  serving  the 
said  corporation  or  common  Council  of  the  said  corporation, 
or  president,  chairman,  or  common  council  man,  or  as  being  a 
member  of  the  said  corporation.  And  our  will  and  pleasure  is, 
that  the  said  herein  before  appointed  president,  chairman,  or 
common  council  men,  before  he  and  they  act  respectively  as 
such,  shall  severally  take  an  oath  for  the  faithful  and  due 
execution  of  their  trust,  to  be  administered  to  the  president  by 
the  chief  baron  of  our  court  of  exchequer,  for  the  time  being, 
and  by  the  president  of  the  said  corporation  to  the  rest  of  the 
common  council,  who  are  hereby  authorized  severally  and 
respectively  to  administer  the  same.  And  our  will  and  pleasure 
is,  that  all  and  every  person  and  persons  who  shall  have  in 
his  or  their  own  name  or  names,  or  in  the  name  or  names  of 
any  person  or  persons  in  trust  for  him  or  them,  or  for  his  or 
their  benefit,  any  office,  place,  or  employment  of  profit,  under 
the  said  corporation,  shall  be  incapable  of  being  elected 
a member  of  the  said  corporation,  and  if  any  member  of 
the  said  corporation  during  such  time  as  he  shall  continue 
a member  thereof,  shall  in  his  own  name,  or  in  the  name  of 
any  person  or  persons  in  trust  for  him,  or  for  his  benefit,  have, 
hold,  exercise,  accept,  possess,  or  enjoy  any  office,  place,  or 
employment  of  profit  under  the  said  corporation,  or  under  the 
common  council  of  the  said  corporation,  such  member  shall 
from  the  time  of  his  having,  holding,  exercising,  accepting, 
possessing,  and  enjoying  such  office,  place,  and  employment 
of  profit,  cease  to  be  a member  of  the  said  corporation.  And 
we  do,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  grant  unto  the  said 
corporation  and  their  successors,  that  they  and  their  successors, 
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or  the  major  part  of  such  of  them  as  shall  be  present  at  any 
meeting  of  the  said  corporation,  convened  and  assembled  for 
that  purpose  by  a convenient  notice  thereof,  shall  have  power 
from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  to  authorize  and 
appoint  such  persons  as  they  shall  think  fit,  to  take  subscrip- 
tions, and  to  gather  and  collect  such  moneys  as  shall  be  by  any 
person  or  persons  contributed  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and 
shall  and  may  revoke  and  make  void  such  authorities  and  ap- 
pointments as  often  as  they  shall  see  cause  so  to  do.  And  we 
hereby,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  ordain  and  direct, 
that  the  said  corporation  every  year  lay  an  account  in  writing 
before  the  chancellor,  or  speaker,  or  commissioners  for  the 
custody  of  the  great  seal  of  Great  Britian,  of  us,  our  heirs  and 
successors,  the  chief  justice  of  the  Court  of  Kings-Bench,  the 
master  of  the  rolls,  the  chief  justice  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  and  the  chief  baron  of  the  Exchequer,  of  us,  our  heirs 
and  successors,  for  the  time  being,  or  any  two  of  them,  of  all 
moneys  and  effects  by  them  received  or  expended  for  the  carry- 
ing on  the  good  purposes  aforesaid.  And  we  do  hereby,  for  us, 
our  heirs  and  successors,  give  and  grant  unto  the  said  corpora- 
tion and  their  successors,  full  power  and  authority  to  consti- 
tute, ordain,  and  make  such  and  so  many  by-laws,  constitu- 
tions, orders  and  ordinances,  as  to  them  or  the  greater  part  of 
them,  at  their  general  meeting  for  that  purpose,  shall  seem 
necessary  and  convenient  for  the  well  ordering  and  governing 
of  the  said  corporation,  and  the  said  by-laws,  constitutions, 
orders,  and  ordinances,  or  any  of  them,  to  alter  and 
annul  as  they  or  the  major  part  of  them  then  present 
shall  see  requisite,  and  in  and  by  such  by-laws,  rules, 
orders,  and  ordinances,  to  set,  impose,  and  inflict  reasonable 
pains  and  penalties  upon  any  offender  or  offenders  who 
shall  transgress,  break  or  violate  the  said  by-laws,  consti- 
tutions, orders  and  ordinances,  so  made  as  aforesaid,  and 
to  mitigate  the  same  as  they  or  the  major  part  of  them  then 
present  shall  think  convenient ; which  said  pains  and  penalties 
shall  and  may  be  levied,  sued  for,  taken,  retained,  and  recovered 
by  the  said  corporation  and  their  successors, . by  their  officers 
and  servants  from  time  to  time  to  be  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, by  action  of  debt,  or  by  any  other  lawful  ways  or  means, 
to  the  use  and  behoof  of  the  said  corporation  and  their  succes- 
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sors ; all  and  singular  which  by-laws,  constitutions,  orders,  and 
ordinances,  so  as  aforesaid  to  be  made,  we  will,  shall  be  duly 
observed  and  kept,  under  the  pains  and  penalties  therein  to  be 
contained,  so  always,  as  the  said  by-laws,  constitutions,  orders 
and  ordinances,  pains  and  penalties,  from  time  to  time  to  be 
made  and  imposed,  be  reasonable,  and  not  contrary  or  repug- 
nant to  the  laws  or  statutes  of  this  our  realm  ; and  that  such 
by-laws,  constitutions  and  ordinances,  pains  and  penalties, 
from  time  to  time  to  be  made  and  imposed  ; and  any  repeal  or 
alteration  thereof,  or  any  of  them  be  likewise  agreed  to,  be 
established  and  confirmed  by  the  said  general  meeting  of  the 
said  corporation,  to  be  held  and  kept  next  after  the  same  shall 
be  respectively  made.  And  whereas  the  said  corporation 
intend  to  settle  a colony,  and  to  make  an  habitation  and  planta- 
tion in  that  part  of  our  province  of  South  Carolina,  in  America, 
hereinafter  described  ; know  ye,  that  we,  greatly  desiring  the 
happy  success  of  the  said  corporation,  for  their  further  encour- 
agement in  accomplishing  so  excellent  a work,  have,  of  our 
foresaid  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  given  and 
granted,  and  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  succes- 
sors, do  give  and  grant  to  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors,  under  the  reservation,  limitation  and  declaration 
hereafter  expressed,  seven  undivided  parts,  the  whole  in  eight 
equal  parts  to  be  divided,  of  all  those  lands,  countries  and 
territories  situate,  lying  and  being  in  that  part  of  South  Caro- 
lina, in  America,  which  lies  from  the  most  northern  part  of  a 
stream  or  river  there,  commonly  called  the  Savannah,  all  along 
the  sea  coast  to  the  southward,  unto  the  most  southern  stream 
of  a certain  other  great  water  or  river  called  the  Alatamaha, 
and  westerly  from  the  heads  of  the  said  rivers  respectively  in 
direct  lines  to  the  South  Seas  ; and  all  that  share,  circuit,  and 
precinct  of  land  within  the  said  boundaries,  with  the  islands  on 
the  sea  lying  opposite  to  the  eastern  coast  of  the  said  lands, 
within  twenty  leagues  of  the  same,  which  are  not  inhabited 
already,  or  settled  by  any  authority  derived  from  the  crown  of 
Great  Britain,  together  with  all  the  soils,  grounds,  havens, 
ports,  gulfs,  and  bays,  mines,  as  well  royal  mines  of  gold  and 
silver  as  other  minerals,  precious  stones,  qiiarries,  woods, 
rivers,  waters,  fishings,  as  well  royal  fishings  of  whale  and 
sturgeon  as  other  fishings,  pearls,  commodities,  jurisdictions, 
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royalties,  franchises,  privileges  and  preeminences  within  the 
said  frontiers  and  precincts  thereof,  and  thereunto  in  any  sort 
belonging  or  appertaining,  and  which  we  by  our  letters  patent 
may  or  can  grant ; and  in  as  ample  manner  and  sort  as  we 
may,  or  any  our  royal  progenitors  have  hitherto  granted  to 
any  company,  body,  politic  or  corporate,  or  to  any  adventurer 
or  adventurers,  undertaker  or  undertakers  of  any  discoveries, 
plantations  or  traffic  of,  in,  or  unto,  any  foreign  parts  whatso- 
ever, and  in  as  legal  and  ample  manner  as  if  the  same  were 
herein  particularly  mentioned  and  expressed:  To  have,  hold, 
possess  and  enjoy  the  said  seven  undivided  parts,  the  whole 
into  eight  equal  parts  to  be  divided  as  aforesaid,  of  all  and 
singular  the  lands,  countries,  and  territories,  with  all  and 
singular  other  the  premises  herein  before  by  these  presents 
granted,  or  mentioned  or  intended  to  be  granted  to  them  the 
said  corporation  and  their  successors,  for  ever,  for  the  better 
support  of  the  said  colony ; to  be  holden  of  us,  our  heirs  and 
successors,  as  of  our  honor  of  Hampton  Court,  in  our  county  of 
I Middlesex,  in  free  and  common  soccage,  and  not  in  capite ; 

I yielding  and  paying  therefor  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors, 

| yearly  for  ever,  the  sum  of  four  "shillings  for  every  hundred 

I acres  of  the  said  lands  which  the  said  corporation  shall  grant, 

I demise,  plant  or  settle  ; the  said  payment  not  to  commence  or 

* to  be  made  until  ten  years  after  such  grant,  demise,  planting 

I or  settling,  and  to  be  answered  and  paid  to  us,  our  heirs  and 

successors,  in  such  manner,  and  in  such  species  of  money  or 
[ notes  as  shall  be  current  in  payment  by  proclamation  from 
time  to  time  in  our  said  Province  of  South  Carolina;  all  which 
lands,  countries,  territories'  and  premises  hereby  granted,  or 
? mentioned  and  intended  to  be  granted,  we  do,  by  these  pres- 
ents, make,  erect  and  create,  one  independant  and  separate 
province  by  the  name  of  Georgia,  by  which  name,  we  will,  the 
same  henceforth  be  called ; and  that  all  and  every  person  or 
persons  who  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  inhabit  or  reside 
within  our  said  Province,  shall  be  and  are  hereby  declared  to 
be  free,  and  shall  not  be  subject  to  or  be  bound  to  obey  any 
laws,  orders,  statutes,  or  constitutions  which  have  been  here- 
I*  tofore  made,  ordered,  and  enacted,  or  which  hereafter  shall  be 
made,  ordered,  or  enacted  by,  for  or  as  the  laws,  orders, 
statues,  or  constitutions  of  our  said  Province  of  South  Carolina 
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(save  and  except  only  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  militia  of 
our  said  Province  of  Georgia,  to  our  governor  for  the  time 
being  of  South  Carolina,  in  manner  hereafter  declared),  but 
shall  be  subject  to  and  bound  to  obey  such  laws,  orders, 
statutes,  and  constitutions  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be  made, 
ordered,  and  enacted,  for  the  better  government  of  the  said 
Province  of  Georgia,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  declared.  And 
we  do  hereby,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  ordain,  will, 
and  establish,  that  for  and  during  the  term  of  twenty-one  years, 
to  commence  from  the  date  of  these  our  letters  patent,  the 
said  corporation  assembled  for  that  purpose,  shall  and  may 
form  and  prepare  laws,  statutes,  and  ordinances,  fit  and  neces- 
sary for  and  concerning  the  government  of  the  said  colony,  and 
not  repugnant  to  the  laws  and  statutes  of  England,  and  the 
same  shall  and  may  present,  under  their  common  seal,  to  us, 
our  heirs,  and  successors,  in  our  or  their -privy  council,  for  our 
or  their  approbation  or  disallowance ; and  the  said  laws, 
statutes,  and  ordinances  being  approved  of  by  us,  our  heirs, 
and  successors,  in  our  or  their  privy  council,  shall  from  thence- 
forth be  in  full  force  and  virtue  within  our  said  Province  of 
Georgia.  And  forasmuch  as  the  good  and  prosperous  success 
of  the  said  colony  cannot  but  chiefly  depend,  next  under  the 
blessing  of  God  and  the  support  of  our  royal  authority,  upon 
the  provident  and  good  direction  of  the  whole  enterprise ; and 
that  it  will  be  too  great  a burden  upon  all  the  members  of  the 
said  corporation  to  be  convened  so  often  as  may  be  requisite  to 
hold  meetings  for  the  settling,  supporting,  ordering,  and  main- 
taining the  said  colony  : Therefore,  we  do  will,  ordain,  and 
establish,  that  the  said  common  council  for  the  time  being,  of 
the  said  corporation,  being  assembled  for  that  purpose,  or  the 
major  part  of  them,  shall  from  time  to  time  and  all  times  here- 
after, have  full  power  and  authority  to  dispose  of,  extend,  and 
apply  all  the  moneys  and  effects  belonging  to  the  said  corpora- 
tion, in  such  manner  and  ways,  and  by  such  expenses  as  they 
shall  think  best  to  conduce  to  the  carrying  on  and  effecting  the 
good  purposes  herein  mentioned  and  intended  : And  also,  shall 
have  full  power,  in  the  name  and  on  the  account  of  the  said 
corporation,  and  with  and  under  their  common  seal,  to  enter 
under  any  covenants  or  contracts  for  carrying  on  and  effecting 
the  purposes  aforesaid.  And  our  further  will  and  pleasure  is, 
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that  the  said  common  council  for  the  time  being,  or  the  major 
part  of  such  common  council  which  shall  be  present  and 
assembled  for  that  purpose,  from  time  to  time  and  at  all  times 
hereafter,  shall  and  may  nominate,  constitute,  and  appoint  a 
treasurer  or  treasurers,  secretary  or  secretaries,  and  such  other 
officers,  ministers,  and  servants  of  the  said  corporation,  as  to 
them  or  the  major  part  of  them  as  shall  be  present  shall  seem 
proper  or  requisite  for  the  good  .management  of  their  affairs; 
and  at  their  will  and  pleasure  to  displace,  remove,  and  put  out 
such  treasurer  or  treasurers,  secretary  or  secretaries,  and  all 
such  other  officers,  ministers,  and  servants,  as  often  as  they 
shall  think  fit  so  to  do,  and  others  in  the  room,  office,  place,  or 
station  of  him  or  them  so  displaced,  removed,  or  put  out,  to 
nominate,  constitute,  and  appoint ; and  shall  and  may  determine 
and  appoint  such  reasonable  salaries,  perquisities  and  other 
rewards  for  their  labor,  or  service  of  such  officers,  servants,  and 
persons,  as  to  the  said  common  council  shall  seem  meet;  and 
all  such  officers,  servants,  and  persons  shall,  before  the  acting 
their  respective  offices,  take  an  oath,  to  be  to  them  administered 
by  the  chairman  for  the  time  being  of  the  said  common  council 
of  the  said  corporation,  who  is  hereby  authorized  to  administer 
the  same,  for  the  faithful  and  due  execution  of  their  respective 
offices  and  places.  And  our  will  and  pleasure  is,  that  all  such 
person  and  persons  who  shall  from  time  to  time  be  chosen  or 
appointed  treasurer  or  treasurers,  secretary  or  secretaries  of 
the  said  corporation,  in  manner  hereinafter  directed,  shall, 
during  such  times  as  they  shall  serve  in  the  said  offices  res- 
pectively, be  incapable  of  being  a member  of  the  said  cor- 
poration. And  we  do  further,  of  our  special  grace,  certain 
knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors, 
grant,  by  these  presents,  to  the  said  corporation  and  their  suc- 
cessors, that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  them  and  their  officers  or 
agents,  at  all  times  hereafter,  to  transport  and  convey  out  of 
our  realm  of  Great  Britain,  or  any  other  our  dominions,  into 
the  said  province  of  Georgia,  to  be  there  settled,  and  so  many 
of  our  loving  subjects,  or  any  foreigners  that  are  willing  .to 
become  our  subjects  and  live  under  our  allegiance  in  the  said 
colony,  as  shall  be  willing  to  go  to  inhabit  or  reside  there, 
with  sufficient  shipping,  armor,  weapons,  powder,  shot, 
ordnance,  munition,  victuals,  merchandise,  and  wares,  as  are 
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esteemed  by  the  wild  people,  clothing,  implements,  furniture, 
cattle,  horses,  mares,  and  all  other  things  necessary  for  the  said 
colony,  and  for  the  use  and  defence,  and  trade  with  the  people 
there,  and  in  passing  to  and  returning  from  the  same.  Also, 
we  do,  for  ourselves  and  successors,  declare,  by  these  presents, 
that  all  and  every  the  persons  which  shall  happen  to  be  born 
within  the  said  Province,  and  every  of  their  children  and 
posterity,  and  shall  have  and  enjoy  all  liberties,  franchises,  and 
immunities  of  free  denizens  and  natural  born  subjects  within 
any  of  our  dominions,  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  if  abiding 
and  born  within  this,  our  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  or  any 
other  dominion.  And  for  the  greater  ease  and  encouragement 
of  our  loving  subjects,  and  such  others  as  shall  come  to  inhabit 
in  our  said  colony,  we  do,  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs 
and  successors,  grant,  establish,  and  ordain  that  for  ever  here- 
after there  shall  be  a liberty  of  conscience  allowed  in  the 
worship  of  God  to  all  persons  inhabiting  or  which  shall  inhabit 
or  be  resident  within  our  said  province,  and  that  all  such  per- 
sons, except  Papists,  shall  have  a free  exercise  of  religion,  so 
they  be  contented  with  the  quiet  and  peaceable  enjoyment  of 
the  same,  not  giving  offense  or  scandal  to  the  Government. 
And  our  further  will  and  pleasure  is,  and  we  do  hereby,  for  us, 
our  heirs,  and  successors,  declare  and  grant  that  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  said  common  council,  or  the  major  part 
of  them  assembled  for  that  purpose,  in  the  name  of  the  corpora- 
tion, and  under  the  common  seal,  to  distribute,  convey,  assign, 
and  set  over  such  particular  portions  of  lands,  tenements, 
and  hereditaments  by  these  presents  granted  to  the  said  cor- 
poration, unto  such  of  our  loving  subjects  naturally  born  or 
denizens,  or  others/that  shall  be  walling  to  become  our  subjects, 
and  live  under  our  allegience  in  the  said  colony,  upon  such 
terms,  and  for  such  estates,  and  upon  such  rents,  reservations, 
and  conditions  as  the  same  may  be  lawfully  granted,  and  as  to 
the  said  common  council,  or  the  major  part  of  them  so  present, 
shall  seem  fit  and  proper.  Provided  always,  that  no  grants 
shall  be  made  of  any  part  of  the  said  lands  unto  any  person 
being  a member  of  the  said  corporation,  or  to  any  other  person 
in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  any  member  of  the  said  corporation, 
and  that  no  person  having  any  estate  or  interest  in  law  or 
equity  in  any  part  of  the  said  lands  shall  be  capable  of  being  a 
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member  of  the  said  corporation  during  the  continuance  of  such 
estate  or  interest.  Provided  also,  that  no  greater  quantity  of 
lands  be  granted,  either  entirely  or  in  parcels,  to  or  for  the  use, 
or  in  trust  for  any  one  person,  than  five  hundred  acres,  and 
that  all  grants  made  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
hereof  shall  be  absolutely  null  and  void.  And  we  do  hereby 
grant  and  ordain,  that  such  person  or  persons  for  the  time  being, 
as  shall  be  thereunto  appointed  by  the  said  corporation  shall, 
and  may  at  all  times,  and  from  time  to  time  hereafter,  have  full 
power  and  authority  to  administer  and  give  the  oaths  appointed 
by  an  act  of  Parliament  made  in  the  first  year,  of  the  reign  of 
our  late  royal  father,  to  be  taken  instead  of  the  oaths  of 
allegiance  and  supremacy,  and  also  the  oath  of  abjuration,  to 
all  and  every  person  or  persons  which  shall  at  any  time  be 
inhabiting  or  residing  within  our  said  colony,  and  in  like  cases 
to  administer  the  solemn  affirmation  to  any  of  .the  persons  com- 
monly called  Quakers,  in  such  manner  as  by  the  laws  of  our 
realm  of  Great  Britain  the  same  maybe  administered.  And 
we  do,  of  our  further  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere 
motion,  grant,  establish,  and  ordain,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  suc- 
cessors, that  the  said  corporation  and  their  successors,  shall 
have  full  power  and  authority  for  and  during  the  term  of 
twenty-one  years,  to  commence  from  the  date  of  these  our 
letters  patent,  to  erect  and  constitute  judicatures  and  courts  of 
record,  or  other  courts,  to  be  held  in  the  name  of  us,  our  heirs, 
and  successors,  for  the  hearing  and  determining  of  all  manner 
of  crimes,  offenses,  pleas,  processes,  plaints,  actions,  matters, 
causes,  and  things  whatsoever,  arising  or  happening  within  the 
said  province  of  Georgia*,  or  between  persons  of  Georgia, 
whether  the  same  be  criminal  or  civil,  and  whether  the  said 
crimes  be  capital  or  not  capital,  and  whether  the  said  pleas  be 
real,  personal,  or  mixed;  and  for  awarding  and  making  out 
executions  thereupon,  to  which  courts  and  judicatures  we  do 
hereby,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  give  and  grant  full 
power  and  authority,  from  time  to  time,  to  administer  oaths  for 
the  discovery  of  truth,  in  any  matter  in  controversy  or  depend- 
ing before  them,  or  the  solemn  affirmation  to  any  of  the  per- 
sons commonly  called  Quakers,  in  such  manner  as  by  the  laws 
of  our  realm  of  Great  Britain  the  same  may  be  administered. 
And  our  further  will  and  pleasure  is,  that  the  said  corporation 
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-and  their  successors,  do  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times 
hereafter,  register  or  cause  to  be  registered  all  such  leases, 
grants,  plantings,  conveyances,  settlements,  and  improvements 
whatsoever,  as  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  be  made  by  or  in 
the  name  of  the  said  corporation,  of  any  lands,  tenements,  or 
hereditaments  within  the  said  province,  and  shall  yearly  send 
and  transmit,  or  cause  to  be  sent  or  transmitted,  authentic 
accounts  of  such  leases,  grants,  conveyances,  settlements,  and 
improvements  respectively,  unto  the  auditor  of  the  plantations 
for  the  time  being,  or  his  deputy,  and  also  to  our  surveyor  for 
the  time  being  of  our  said  province  of  South  Carolina,  to  whom 
we  do  hereby  grant  full  power  and  authority  from  time  to  time, 
as  often  as  need  shall  require,  to  inspect  and  survey  such  of 
the  said  lands  and  premises  as  shall  be  demised,  granted,  and 
settled  as  aforesaid,  which  said  survey  and  inspection,  we  do 
hereby  declare  to  be  intended  to  ascertain  the  quit-rents  which 
shall  from  time  to  time  become  due  to  us,  our  heirs,  and  suc- 
cessors, according  to  the  reservations  hereinbefore  mentioned, 
and  for  no  other  purposes  whatsoever ; hereby,  for  us,  our 
heirs,  and  successors,  strictly  enjoining  and  commanding,  that 
neither  our  or  their  surveyor,  or  any  person  whatsoever,  under 
the  pretext  and  color  of  making  the  said  survey  or  inspection, 
shall  take,  demand,  or  receive  any  gratuity,  fee,  or  reward,  of  or 
from  any  person  or  persons  inhabiting  in  the  said  colony  or 
from  the  said  corporation  or  common  council  of  the  same,  on  the 
pain  of  forfeiture  of  the  said  office  or  offices,  and  incurring  our 
highest  displeasure.  Provided  always,  and  our  further  will  and 
pleasure  is,  that  all  leases,  grants,  and  conveyances  to  be  made 
by  or  in  the  name  of  the  said  corporation,  of  any  lands  within 
the  said  province,  or  a memorial  containing  the  substance  and 
effect  thereof,  shall  be  registered  with  the  auditor  of  the  said 
plantations,  of  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  within  the  space  of 
one  year,  to  be  computed  from  the  date  thereof,  otherwise  the 
same  shall  be  void..  And  our  further  will  and  pleasure  is,  that 
the  rents,  issues,  and  all  other  profits  which  shall  at  any  time 
hereafter  come  to  the  said  corporation,  or  the  major  part  of 
them  which  shall  be  present  at  any  meeting  for  that  pur- 
pose assembled,  shall  think  will  most  improve  and  enlarge 
the  said  colony,  and  best  answer  the  good  purposes  here- 
inbefore mentioned,  and  for  defraying  all  other  charges 
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about  the  same.  And  our  will  and  pleasure  is  that  the 
said  corporation  and  their  successors  shall  from  time  to  time 
give  in  to  one  of  the  principal  secretaries  of  state,  and  to 
the  commissioners  of  trade  and  plantations,  accounts  of 
the  progresses  of  the  said  colony.  And  our  will  and 
pleasure  is  that  no  act  done  at  any  meeting  of  the  said 
common  council  of  the  said  corporation  shall  be  effectual  and 
valid  unless  eight  members,  at  least,  of  the  said  common  coun- 
council, including  the  member  who  shall  serve  as  chairman  at 
the  said  meeting,  be  present,  and  the  major  part  of  them  con- 
senting thereunto.  And  our  will  and  pleasure  is,  that  the 
common  council  of  the  said  corporation  for  the  time  being,  or 
the  major  part  of  them  who  shall  be  present,  being  assembled 
for  that  purpose,  shall  from  time  to  time,  for  and  during  and 
unto  the  full  end  and  expiration  of  twenty-one  years,  to  com- 
mence from  the  date  of  these  our  letters  patent,  have  full  power 
and  authority  to  nominate,  make,  constitute,  commission, 
ordain,  and  appoint,  by  such  name  or  names,  style  or  styles, 
as  to  them  shall  seem  meet  and  fitting,  all  and  singular  such 
governors,  judges,  magistrates,  ministers,  and  officers,  civil  and 
military,  both  by  sea  and  land,  within  the  said  districts,  as 
shall  by  them  be  thought  fit  and  needful  to  be  made  or  used  for 
the  said  government  of  the  said  colony,  save  always  and  except 
such  officers  only  as  shall  by  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  be 
from  time  to  time  constituted  and  appointed  for  the  managing, 
collecting,  and  receiving  such  revenues  as  shall  from  time  to  time 
arise  within  the  said  province  of  Georgia,  and  become  due  to 
us,  our  heirs,  and  successors.  Provided  always,  and  it  is  our 
will  and  pleasure,  that  every  governor  of  the  said  province  of 
Georgia,  to  be  appointed  by  the  common  council  of  the  said 
corporation,  before  he  shall  enter  upon  or  execute  the  said 
office  of  governor,  shall  be  approved  by  us,  our  heirs,  or  suc- 
cessors, and  shall  take  such  oaths  and  shall  qualify  himself  in 
such  manner  in  all  respects,  as  any  governor  or  commander-in- 
chief  of  any  of  our  colonies  or  plantations  in  America  are  by 
law  required  to  do,  and  shall  give  good  and  sufficient  security 
for  observing  the  several  acts  of  Parliament  relating  to  trade 
and  navigation,  and  to  observe  and  obey  all  instructions  that 
shall  be  sent  to  him  by  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  or  any 
acting  under  our  or  their  authority,  pursuant  to  the  said  acts, 
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or  any  of  them.  And  we  do,  by  these  presents,  for'  us,  our 
heirs,  or  successors,  will,  grant,  and  ordain,  that  the  said  cor- 
poration and  their  successors  shall  have  full  power  for  and 
during,  and  until  the  full  end  and  term  of  twenty-one  years,  to 
commence  from  the  date  of  these  our  letters  patent,  by  any 
commander  or  other  officer  or  officers  by  them  for  that  purpose 
from  time  to  time  appointed,  to  train,  instruct,  exercise,  and 
govern  a militia  for  the  special  defence  and  safety  of  our  said 
colony,  to  assemble  in  martial  array  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
colony,  and  to  lead  and  conduct  them,  and  with  them  to 
encounter,  expulse,  repel,  resist,  and  pursue,  by  force  of  arms, 
as  well  by  sea  as  by  land,  within  or  without  the  limits  of  our 
said  colony;  and  also  to  kill,  slay,  and  destroy,  and  conquer,  by 
all  fighting  ways,  enterprises  and  means  whatsoever,  all  and 
every  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  at  any  time  hereafter,  in 
any  hostile  manner  attempt  or  enterprise  the  destruction, 
invasion,  detriment,  or  annoyance  of  our  said  colony,  and 
to  use  and  exercise  the  martial  law  in  time  of  actual 
war  and  invasion  or  rebellion,  in  such  cases  where  by 
law  the  same  may  be  used  or  exercised ; and  also  from 
time  to  time  to  erect  forts  and  fortify  any  place  or 
places  within  our  said  colony,  and  the  same  to  furnish  with 
all  necessary  ammunition,  provisions,  and  stores  of  war,  for 
offense  and  defence,  and  to  commit  from  time  to  time  the 
custody  or  government  of  the  same  to  such  person  or  persons 
as  to  them  shall  seem  meet;  and  the  said  forts  and  fortifica- 
tions to  demolish  at  their  pleasure;  and  to  take  and  surprise, 
by  all  ways  and  means,  all  and  every  such  person  or  persons, 
with  their  ships,  arms,  ammunition,  and  other  goods,  as  shall  in 
an  hostile  manner  invade  or  attempt  the  invading,  conquering, 
or  annoying  of  our  said  colony.  And  our  will  and  pleasure  is, 
and  we  do  hereby,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  declare 
and  grant,  that  the  governor  and  commander-in-chief  of  the 
province  of  South  Carolina,  of  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors, 
for  the  time  being,  shall  at  all  times  hereafter  have  the  chief 
command  of  the  militia  of  our  said  province  hereby  erected  and 
established;  and  that  such  militia  shall  observe  and  obey  all 
orders  and  directions  that  shall  from  time  to’time  be  given  or 
sent  them  by  the  said  governor  or  commander-in-chief,  any- 
thing in  these  presents  betore  contained  to  the  contrary  hereof 
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in  any  wise  notwithstanding.  And,  of  our  more  special  grace, 
certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  we  have  given  and 
granted,  and  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  suc- 
cessors, do  give  and  grant  unto  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors,  full  power  and  authority  to  import  and  export  their 
goods  at  and  from  any  port  or  ports  that  shall  be  appointed  by 
us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  within  the  said  province  of 
Georgia  for  that  purpose,  without  being  obliged  to  touch  at 
any  other  port  in  South  Corolina.  And  we  do,  by  these 
presents,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  will  and  declare, 
that  from  and  after  the  determination  of  the  .said  term  of  one 
and  twenty  years,  such  form  of  government  and  method  of 
making  laws,  statutes,  and  ordinances,  for  the  better  govern- 
ing and  ordering  the  said  province  of  Georgia  and  the  inhabi- 
tants thereof,  shall  be  established  and  observed  within  the 
same,  as  we,  our  heirs  and  successors,  shall  hereafter  ordain 
and  appoint,  and  shall  be  agreeable  to  law ; and  that  from  and 
after  the  determination  of  the  said  term  of  one  and  twenty 
years,  the  governor  of  our  said  province  of  Georgia,  and  all 
officers,  civil  and  military,  within  the  same,  shall  from  time  to 
time  be  nominated  and  constituted  and  appointed  by  us,  our 
heirs,  and  successors.  And,  lastly,  we  do  hereby,  for  us,  our 
heirs,  and  successors,  grant  unto  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors,  that  these  our  letters  patent,  or  the  enrollments  or 
exemplification  thereof,  shall  be  in  and  by  all  things,  good, 
firm,  valid,  sufficient,  and  effectual  in  the  law,  according  to  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  thereof,  and  shall  be  taken,  construed, 
and  adjudged  in  all  courts  and  elswhere  in  the  most  favorable 
and  beneficial  sense,  and  for  the  best  advantage  of  the  said 
corporation  and  their  successors,  any  ommission,  imperfection, 
defect,  matter,  or  cause,  or  thing  whatsoever  to  the  contrary 
in  any  wise  notwithstanding.  In  witness,  we  have  caused 
these  our  letters  to  be  made  patent.  Witness  our  self  at  West- 
minster, the  ninth  day  of  June,  in  the  fifth  year  of  our  reign. 

By  Writ  of  Privy  Seal, 

COOKS. 
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T^HE  gracious  purposes  and  ample  privileges  contained  in  the 
* foregoing  charter  are  so  obvious  to  every  reader  that  we 
need  only  say,  they  were  suitable  to  a most  generous  and 
humane  British  , monarch,  and  had  the.  settlement  of  the  colony 
of  Georgia  been  carried  on  conformable  thereto,  and  no  other 
restrictions  or  reservations  made  than  what  are  therein  men- 
tioned, then  would  the  colony  at  this  time  have  been  in  a 
flourishing  condition,  answerable  to  all  those  glorious  ends  that 
were  proposed  and  expected  from  it ; but  on  the  contrary,  laws 
and  restrictions  being  made  such  as  were  never  heard  of  in 
any  British  settlement,  the  colony  is  brought  to  the  present 
melancholy  situation.  But  we  shall  say  no  more  at  present  on 
this  head  than  what  Mr.  Oglethorpe  said  in  Parliament  relating 
to  the  charitable  corporation;  viz.,  *“The  better  the  design 
was,  the  more  those  deserve  to  be  punished  who  have  disap- 
pointed the  public  of  reaping  the  benefits  that  might  have 
accrued  from  it.” 

Inhabitants  of  all  sorts,  Roman  Catholics  only  excepted, 
from  all  parts  of  the  world  were  invited  to  possess  this 
promised  land,  and  large  sums  of  money  from  the  Parliament, 
as  well  as  contributions  from  private  and  public  charity,  were 
collected ; the  county  was  laid  out  as  an  earthly  paradise ; the 
soil  far  surpassing  that  of  England;  the  air  healthy,  always 
serene,  pleasant,  and  temperate,  never  subject  to  excessive 
heat  or  cold,  nor  to  sudden  changes. 

It  was  particularly  set  forth,  and  with  a show  of  reason 
enough,  that  this  proposed  settlement  could  not  fail  of  suc- 
ceeding when  the  nation  was  so  bountiful,  the  King  so  gracious, 
lithe  trustees  so  disinterested  and  honorable,  who  had,  for  the 
benefit  of  mankind,  given  up  that  ease  and  indolence  to  which 
they  were  entitled  by  their  fortunes  and  the  too  prevalent 
custom  of  their  native  country;  and  withal,  being  able,  by 
seeing  the  mistakes  and  failures  of  other  colonies,  both  to  avoid 
and  rectify  them ; and  lastly,  the  universal  report  of  Mr. 
Oglethorpe’s  matchless  humanity  and  generosity,  who  was  to 
conduct  the  first  embarkation,  and  who  was,  in  all  appearance, 
to  undergo  the  greatest  hardships  without  any  other  view  than 
to  succor  the  distressed,  and  despising  interest  or  riches, 

♦Vide  Lond.  Mag.  p.  37  )■ 

, Vide  a Pamphlet  entitled,  “A  New  and  Accurate  Account  of  the  Provinces  of  South. 
Carolina  and  Georgia.” 


21 


was  to- venture  his  life,  his  all,  in  establishing  the  intended 
settlement.  Glorious  presages  of  the  future  happiness  of  that 
colony ! Irresistible  temptations  to  those  whose  genius  or  cir- 
cumstances led  ‘them  to  leave  their  native  country ! 

No  wonder  then,  that  great  numbers  of  poor  subjects,  who 
lay  under  a cloud  of  misfortunes,  embraced  the  opportunity  of 
once  more  tasting  liberty  and  happiness ; that  Jews,  attracted 
by  the  temptation  of  inheritances,  flocked  over ; that  Germans, 
oppressed  and  dissatisfied  at  home,  willingly  joined  in  the 
adventure,  some  as  settlers  and  others  as  servants  to  the 
trustees;  and  lastly,  that  great  numbers  of  gentlemen  of  some 
stock  and  fortune,  willingly  expended  part  of  the  same  in 
purchasing  servants,  tools,  commodities,  and  other  necessaries, 
to  entitle  them  to  such  respective  proportions  of  land  as  the 
trustees  had  thought  proper  to  determine,  and  such  liberties 
and  properties  as  they  had  reason  to  expect  from  his  majesty’s 
most  gracious  charter.  But  how  much  they  were  all  dis- 
appointed the  sequel  will  show.  The  first  thing  that,  was 
done  was  the  circumscribing  the  rights  and  titles  given  by  his 
majesty,  and  making  many  other  various  restrictions,  services, 
and  conditions,  impossible  for  any  human  person  to  perform,  a 
few  of  which  we  shall  here  enumerate  : In  the  first  place  there 
was  an  excessive  quit-rent  laid  upon  the  land,  being  a great  deal 
more  than  his  majesty’s  subjects  in  the  other  British  colonies 
had  to  pay  ; viz.,  twenty  shillings  sterling  for  every  hundred 
acres,  to  be  paid  yearly,  and  if  it,  or  any  part  thereof,  should 
be  behind  and  unpaid  by  the  space  of  six  calender  months  next 
after  any  day  of  payement  on  which  the  same  became  due, 
then  the  land  was  forfeited  and  returned  to  the  trustees,  as  it 
likewise  did  upon  failure  in  any  of  the  following  conditions  ; 
viz.:  one  thousand  mulberry  tree's  always  to  be  growing  on 
every  hundred  acres  ; no  partnership  or  company  to  be  entered 
into  for  making  potash  ; not  to  assign  or  transfer  the  land,  or 
any  part  or  parcel  thereof,  or  any  estate  or  interest  in  the 
same,  for  any  term  of  years;  not  to  hire,  keep,  lodge,  board, 
or  employ,  within  the  .limits  of  the  province,  any  black  or 
negro ; and  if  the  person  holding  land  should  die  without  issue 
male,  or  his  heirs  at  any  time  should  die  without  issue  male, 
in  that  case  likewise  the  whole  land  was  forfeited  and  reverted 
to  the  trustees ; and  if  any  part  or  parcel  of  any  of  the  five- 
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hundred -acre  tracts  should  remain  not  cultivated,'  cleared, 
planted,  and  improved,  after  the  space  of  eighteen  years,  such 
part  to  return  to  the  trustees.  These  were  the  chief  restric- 
tions in  all  the  grants  of  lands,  which  appeared  very  hard  even 
to  strangers  who  had  not  yet  felt  them  and  who  were  ignorant 
of  the  climate  and  nature  of  the  place  ; but  when  anyone  com- 
plained of  the  hardships  of  them,  to  paliate  the  matter  it  was 
given  out  that  negroes  were  entirely  useless  and  unprofitable; 
wine,  silk,  olives,  gardens,  and  manufactures  for  women  and 
children  were  the  intended  improvements  of  the  colony;  that 
the  restriction  of  the  rights  of  lands  were  only  temporary,  to 
prevent  the  bartering  or  selling  them  by  the  unthinking  people 
at  an  undervalue;  and  concerning  the  want  of  male  issue,  it 
was  asserted  that  the  trustees,  being  duly  petitioned,  would 
grant  continuation  of  the  land  to  the  eldest  daughter,  if  any, 
etc.,  upon  their  good  * behavior ; that  the  laws  of  England  and 
the  administration  of  justice  in  the  most  impartial  manner, 
and  most  adapted  to  the  nature  of  a free  British  government, 
should  be  ever  secured  to  the  inhabitants. 

The  first  of  February,  1732-3,  Mr.  Oglethorpe  arrived  at 
Georgia  with  the  first  embarkation,  consisting  of  forty  families, 
making  upwards  of  one  hundred  persons,  all  brought  over  and 
supported  at  the  public  charge.  The  first  thing  he  did  after  he 
arrived  in  Georgia  was  to  make  a kind  of  solemn  treaty  with  a 
parcel  of  fugitive  Indians,  who  had  been  formerly  banished 
their  own  nation  for  some  crimes  and  misdemeanors  they  had 
committed,  and  who  had,  some  months  before  this,  got  liberty 
from  the  governor  of  South  Carolina  to  settle  there,  t Some 
of  these  he  afterwards  carried  home  with  him  under  the  title  of 
kings,  etc.,  and  all  of  them  have  been  ever  since  maintained 
at  the  public  charge,  at  vast  expense,  when  many  poor 
Christians  were  starving  in  the  colony  for  want  of  bread;  and 
we  may  safely  affirm  (and  appeal  to  the  store-books  for  the 
truth  of  it)  that  a larger  sum  of  money  has  been  expended  for 
the  support  of  those  useless  vagrants,  than  ever  was  laid  out 
for  the  encouragement  of  silk,  wine,  or  any  other  manufacture 
in  the  colony. 

* How  precar;  •:>  must  : h.s  »nur;[v  be  sjch  unfortunate  persons,  when  their 
behavior  must  be  judged  of  by  information  and  representation  ! 

+ They  built  a snail  number  ot  huts  or.  a bluff  called  Yamacraw ; Savannah  now 
stands  on’ the  same  blurt. 
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Secondly,  he  prohibited  the  importation  of  rum,  under 
pretense  that  it  was  destructive  to  the  constitution,  and  an 
incentive  to  debauchery  and  idleness.  However  specious  these 
pretences  might  seem,  a little  experience  soon  convinced  us 
that  this  restriction  was  directly  opposite  to  the  well-being  of 
the  colony,  for  in  the  first  place,  we  were  cut  off  from  the 
most  immediate  and  probable  way  of  exporting  our  timber  (the 
only  poor  product  of  export  that  we  could  ever  flatter  ourselves 
with)  to  the  Sugar  Islands,  rum  being  the  principal  return  they 
make.  In  the  second  place,  the  experience  of  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of  America  will  prove  the  necessity  of  qualifying  water 
with  some  spirit  (and  it  is  very  certain  that  no  province  in 
America  yields  water  that  such  a qualification  is  more  neces- 
sary to  than  Carolina  and  Georgia),  and  the  usefulness  of  this 
experiment  has  been  sufficiently  evident  to  all  the  inhabitants 
of  Georgia  who  could  procure  it  and  use  it  with  moderation. 
A third  reason  which  made  this  restriction  very  hurtful  to  the 
colony,  was  that  though  the  laws  were  in  force  against  it 
(which  put  it  in  the  power  of  magistrates  to  lay  hardships  upon 
every  person  who  might  be  otherwise  under  their  resentment), 
yet  great  quantities  were  imported,*  only  with  this  difference, 
that  in  place  of  barter  or  exchange,  the  ready  money  was 
drained  from  the  inhabitants.  And  likewise,  as  it  is  the  nature 
of  mankind  in  general,  and  of  the  common  sort  in  particular, 
more  eagerly  to  desire  and  more  immoderately  to  use  those 
things  which  are  most  restrained  from  them,  such  was  the 
case  with  respect  to  rum  in  Georgia. 

The  third  thing  he  did  was  regularly  to  set  out  to  each  free- 
holder in  Savannah  lots  of  fifty  acres,  in  three  distinct 
divisions,  viz.:  the  eighth  part  of  one  acre  for  . a house  and 
garden  in  the  town,  four  acres  and  seven-eighths  at  a small 
distance  from  town,  and  forty-five  acres  at  a considerable 
remove  from  thence.  No  regard  was  had  to  the  quality  of  the 
ground  in  the  divisions,  so  that  some  vvere  altogether  pine- 
barren,  and  some  swamp  and  morass,  far  surpassing  the 
strength  and  ability  of  the  planter.  And  indeed,  what  could 
be  done  at  any  rate  with  such  small  parcels  of  land  separate 
from  one  another.  These  lots  were  likewise  shaped  in  long 


•Viz:  from  Carolina  and  New  England,  who  would  take  money  only. 


' 


24 


pointed  triangles,  which  considerably  increased  the  extent  of 
inclosure,  and  rendered  great  part  of  each  lot  entirely  useless. 
But  these  and  many  other  hardships  were  scarcely  felt  by  the 
few  people  that  came  there  so  long  as  Mr.  Oglethorpe  staid, 
which  was  about  fifteen  months.  They  worked  hard  indeed,  in 
building  some  houses  in  town,  but  then  they  labored  in  common 
and  were  likewise  assisted  by  negroes  from  Carolina,  who  did 
the  heaviest  work.  But  at.* Mr.  Oglethorpe’s  going  to  England, 
the  growing  fame  of  the  colony  was  thereby  greatly  increased, 
so  that  as  it  has  been  before  observed,  people  in  abundance 
from  all  parts  of  the  world  flocked  to  Georgia.  Then  they 
began  to  consider  and  endeavor,  everyone  according  to  his 
genius  or  abilities,  how  they  might  best  subsist  themselves. 
Some  with  great  labor  and  expense  essayed  the  making  of  ftar. 
This,  as  it  is  well  known  to  the  trustees,  never  quitted  costs. 
Others  tried  to  make  plank  and  saw  boards,  which,  by  the 
great  price  they  were  obliged  to  sell  them  at,  by  reason  of  the 
great  expense  of  white  servants,  was  the  chief  means  of  ruin- 
ning  those  who  thought  to  procure  a living  by  their  buildings 
in  town,  for  boards  of  all  kinds  could  always  be  bought  in 
Carolina  for  half  the  price  they  were  able  to  sell  them  at,  but 
few  were  capable  to  commission  them  from  thence,  and  those 
who  were  so,  we  prevented  from  doing  it  upon  pretense  of  dis- 
couraging the  labor  of  white  people  in  Georgia.  Those  who 
had  numbers  of  servants  and  tracts  of  land  in  the  county,  went 
upon  the  planting  of  corn,  peas,  potatoes,  etc.,  and  the  charge 
of  these  who  succeeded  the  best,  so  far  exceeded  the  value  of 
the  produce,  that  it  would  have  saved  three-fourths  to  have 
bought  all  from  the  Carolina  market.  The  falling  of  timber 
was  a task  very  unequal  to  the  strength  and  constitution  of 
white  servants,  and  the-  . hoeing  the  ground,  they  being  exposed 
to  the  sultry  heat  of  the  sun,  insupportable,  and  it  is  well 
known  that  this  labor  is  one  of  the  hardest  upon  the  negroes, 
even  though  their  constitutions  are  much  stronger  than  white 
people,  and  the  heat  no  way  disagreeable  or  hurtful  to  them  ; 
but  in  us  it  created  inflammatory  fevers  of  various  kinds,  both 

♦Before  he  depart ed.  .*  vessel  with  about  twenty  families  of  Jews  arrived,  all  of  whom 
had  lots  assigned  them.  we  a vessel  with  forty  transported  Irish  convicts,  whom 

he  purchased,  although  tncy  ha  i been  oetore  ret  used  at  Jamaica,  and  who  afterwards 
occasioned  continual  distiirt>an«  es  tn  the  c>>iony. 

tMr.  Causton,  the  trustees'  su  re-keeper,  mostly  at  their  charge,  made  a tar  kiln, 
which  turned  out  to  no  advantage. 
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continued  and  intermittent,  wasting  and  tormenting  fluxes,  most 
excruciating  colics,  and  dry  belly-aches,  tremors,  vertigoes, ' 
palsies,  and  a long  train  of  painful  and  lingering  nervous  dis- 
tempers, which  brought  on  to  many  a cessation  both  from  work 
and  life,  especially  as  water  without  any  qualification  was  the 
chief  drink,  and  salt  meat  the  only  provision  that  could  be  had 
or  afforded.  And  so  general  were  these  disorders  that  during 
the  hot  season,  which  lasts  from  March  to  October,  hardly  one- 
half  of  the  servants  and  working  people  were  ever  able  to  do 
their  masters  or  themselves  the  least  service,  and  the  yearly 
sickness  of  each  servant,  generally  speaking,  cost  his  master  as 
much  as  would  have  maintained  a negro  for  four  years.  These 
things  were  represented  to  the  trustees  in  the  summer  of  1735, 
in  a petition  for  the  use  of  negroes,  signed  by  about  seventeen 
of  the  better  sort  of  people  in  Savannah.  In  this  petition  there 
was  also  set  forth  the  great  disproportion  betwixt  the  main- 
tenance and  clothing  of  white  servants  and  negroes.  This 
petition  was  carried  to  England  and  presented  to  the  trustees 
by  Mr.  Hugh  Sterling,  an  experienced  planter  in  the  colony, 
but  no  regard  was  had  to  it,  or  to  what  he  could  say,  and  great 
resentment  was  even  shown  to  Mr.  Thompson,  the  master  of 
the  vessel  in  which  it  went. 

Whilst  we  labored  under  those  difficulties  in  supporting 
ourselves,  our  civil  liberties  received  a more  terrible  shock. 
For,  instead  of  such  a free  government  as  we  had  reason  to 
expect,  and  of  being  judged  by  the  laws  of  our  mother  country, 
a ^dictator  (under  the  title  of  bailiff  and  store-keeper)  was 
appointed  and  left  by  Mr.  Oglethorpe,  at  his  departure,  which 
was  in  April,  1734,  whose  will  and  pleasure  were  the  only 
laws  in  Georgia.  In  regard  to  this  magistrate,  the  others 
were  entirely  nominal,  and  in  a manner  but  ciphers.  Some- 
times he  would  ask  in  public  their  opinion,  in  order  to  have  the 
pleasure  of  showing  his  power  by  contradicting  them.  He 
would  often  threaten  juries,  and  especially  when  their  verdicts 
did  not  agree  with  his  inclination  or  humor.  And  in  order  the 
more  fully  to  establish  his  absolute  authority,  the  store  and 
disposal  of  the  provisions,  money,  and  public  places  of  trust, 
were  committed  to  him,  by  which  alteration  in  his  state  and 
circumstances,  he  became  in  a manner  infatuated,  being  before 

♦Mr.  Thomas  Causton. 
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that  a person  of  no  substance  or  character,  having  come  oyer 
with  Mr.  Oglethorpe  amongst  the  first  forty,  and  left  England 
upon  account  of  something  committed  by  him  concerning  his 
majesty’s  duties.  However,  he  was  fit  enough  for  a great 
many  purposes,  being  a person  naturally  proud,  covetous,  cun- 
ning, and  deceitful,  and  would  bring  his  designs  about  by  all 
possible  ways  and  means. 

As  his  power  increased,  so  did  his  pride,  haughtiness,  and 
cruelty,  insomuch  that  he  caused  eight  free-holders  with  an 
officer,  to  attend  at  the  door  of  the  court,  every  day  it  sat,  with 
their  guns  and  bayonets,  and  they  were  commanded  by  his 
orders,  to  rest  their  fire-locks  as  soon  as  he  appeared,  which 
made  people  in  some  manner  afraid  to  speak  their-  minds,  or 
juries  to  act  as  their  consciences  directed  them.  He  was  seldom 
or  never  uncovered  on  the  bench,  not  even  when  an  oath  was 
administered,  and  being  perfectly  intoxicated  with  power  and 
pride,  he  threatened  every  person  without  distinction,  rich  and 
poor,  strangers  and  inhabitants,  who  in  the  least  opposed  his 
arbitrary  proceedings,  or  claimed  their  just  rights  and  privileges, 
with  the  stocks,  whipping-post,  and  log-house,  and  many 
times  put  those  threatnings  in  execution,  so  that  the  Georgia 
stocks,  whipping-post,  and  log-house  soon  were  famous  in 
Carolina  and  everywhere  else  in  America  where  the  name  of 
the  province  was  heard  of,  and  the  very  thoughts  of  coming  to 
the  colony  became  a terror  to  people’s  minds.  And  now  the 
province  of  Carolina,  who  had  in  private  and  public  donations 
given  us  upwards  of  1300/.  sterling,  seeing  these  things,  and 
how  the  public  money  was  thrown  away,  began  to  despise  the 
colony,  and  out  of  a regard  to  the  welfare  of  their  fellow-crea- 
tures, persuaded  everybody  they  could  from  settling  in  it.  That 
this  absolute  power  might  be  exercised  without  the  least  inter- 
ruption, the  other  magistrates  were  such  that  they  either  were 
unable  or  incapable  to  oppose  it.  It’s  true,  in  December,  1734, 
Mr.  Causton  met  with  a little  interruption,  for  the  trustees 
then  sent  over  to  Savannah  one  Mr.  Gordon,  as  chief  magis- 
trate, who  being  a person  of  a very  winning  behavior,  affable, 
and  fluent  in  speech,  soon  got  the  good  will  of  everybody,  and 
a great  many  of  the  people  laid  their  grievances  and  hardships 
open  to  him,  which  seemed  a little  to  eclipse  Mr.  Causton,  but 
he  soon  found  out  an  expedient  to  remove  this  adversary,  viz., 


27 


by  refusing  him  provisions  from  the  store,  which  in  a little  time 
rendered  him  incapable  to  support  himself  and  family,  whereby 
he  was  obliged.,  after  about  six  weeks’  stay,  to  leave  the  place, 
in  order,  as  he  said,  to  represent  our  grievances  to  the  trustees, 
and  soon  after  returned  to  London,  but  he  did  not  perform  his 
promise,  for  what  reason  we  shall  not  pretend  to  determine  ; 
and  some  time  thereafter  he  either  resigned  or  was  dismissed 
from  his  office  of  first  bailiff,  and  Mr.  Causton  was  appointed  in 
his  stead.  As  to  Mr.  Henry  Parker,  who  was  appointed  third 
bailiff  when  Mr.  Gordon  came  over,  he  was,  in  the  first  place, 
a man  who  had  nothing  to  support  himself  and -large  family  but 
his  day  labor,  which  was  sawing,  and  consequently  as  soon  as 
his  time  was  otherwise  employed,  he  must  be  entirely  depend- 
ant on  the  store  for  his  subsistence.  In  the  second  place,  he 
was  a man  of  no  educatian,  so  that  Mr.  Causton  soon  moulded 
him  to  his  own  liking,  and  infused  into  him  - what  notions  he 
pleased.  Thirdly,  he  was  and  is  an  absolute  slave  to  liquor, 
and  he  who  plies  him  most  with  it  (which  Causton  always 
took  care  to  do,  and  whose  example  has  been  since  followed 
by  his  successor,  Jones)  has  him,  right  or  wrong,  on  his 
side.  As  to  Mr.  Christie,  the  recorder,  he  was  easily  overruled 
by  the  other  two,  and  the  same  practice  was  always  continued  ; 
for  he  who  was  appointed  third  bailiff  after  Gordon’s  dismis- 
sion or  resignation,  was  one  Darn,  nigh  seventy  years  of  age, 
crazed  both  in  body  and  mind,  who  died  not  long  after  his 
appointment,  and  his  successor,  R.  Gilbert,  could  neither  read 
nor  write,  so  that  Causton  had  never  after  Gordon’s  departure 
any  opposition  made  by  the  other  magistrates  to  his  arbitrary 
proceedings.  If  we  should  allow  ourselves  to  enter  'into  a detail 
of  the  particular  instances  of  such  proceedings,  we  should  exceed 
much  our  proposed  bounds.  We  shall  therefore  confine  ourselves 
to  two  only,  which  may  serve  as  a specimen  of  the  many  others. 
One  is  that  of  Capt.  Joseph  Watson.  This  person  having 
incurred  Mr.  Causton’s  displeasure,  was  indicted  for  stirring  up 
animosities  in  the  minds  of  the  Indians,  etc.,  tending  to  the 
ruin  and  subversion  of  the  colony.  Upon  his  trial  the  jury,  in 
their  verdict,  found  him  only  guilty  of  some  unguarded  expres- 
sions (although  twice  returned  and  hectored  by  Mr.  Causton, 
who  acted  both  as  witness  and  judge  in  the  matter),  and 
verbally  recommended  him  by  their  foreman  to  the  mercy  of 
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the  court,  imagining  or  supposing  he  might  be  a lunatic.  How- 
ever, as  it  afterwards  appeared,  it  was  represented  to  the 
trustees  that  the  jury  found  him  guilty  of  lunacy  in  their 
verdict,  whereupon  he  was  immediately  confined  by  Mr.  Caus- 
ton,  although  sufficient  bail  was  offered,  and  kept  prisoner  near 
three  years,  without  any  sentence.  But,  as  we  are  informed, 
this  affair  now  lies  before  a proper  judicature,  we  shall  say  no 
more  of  it. 

The  other  instance  is  that  of  Mr.  Odingsell,  who  was  an 
inhabitant  of  Carolina,  and  had  been  a great  benefactor  to  the 
infant  colony  of  Georgia,  having  given  several  head  of  cattle 
and  other  valuable  contributions  towards  the  promoting  it. 
This  person  having  come  to  Savannah  to  see  how  the  colony 
succeeded,  after  he  had  been  there  a few  days,  being  abroad 
some  time  after  it  was  night,  as  he  was  going  to  his  lodgings 
was  taken  up  in  the  street  for  a stroller,  carried  to  the  guard- 
house, and  threatened  with  the  stocks  and  whipping-post,  the 
terror  and  fright  of  which,  he  being  a mild  and  peaceable  man, 
threw  him  into  a high  fever  with  a strong  delirium,  crying  out 
to  every  person  who  came  near  him  that  they  were  come  to 
carry  him  to  the  whipping-post ; and  after  lying  two  or  three 
days  in  this  distracted  condition,  he  was  carried  aboard  his 
boat  in  order  to  be  sent- home,  and  died  in  the  way  somewhere 
about  Dawfuskee  sound. 

Thus,  while  the  nation  at  home  was  amused  with  the  fame 
of  the  happiness  and  flourishing  of  the  colony,  and  of  its  being 
free  from  lawyers  of  any  kind,  the  poor  miserable  settlers  and 
inhabitants  were  exposed  to  as  arbitrary  a government  as 
Turkey  or  Muscovy  ever  felt.  Very  looks  were  criminal,  and 
the  grand  sin  of  withstanding,  or  any  way  opposing  authority, 
as  it  was  called  when  a person  insisted  upon  his  just  rights  and 
privileges,  was  punished  without  mercy.  Nevertheless,  we 
bore  all  these  things  patiently,  in  full  hopes  that  the  trustees’ 
eyes  would  soon  be  opened,  and  then  our  grievences  be  re- 
dressed, and  still  continued  exhausting  our  substance  in  pur- 
suing an  impracticable  scheme,  namely,  cultivating  land  to 
advantage  in  such  a climate  with  white  servants  only,  not 
doubting  but  that  the  Parliament  who  yearly  repeated  their 
bounty  would  make  up  our  damages.  But  alas,  their  bounty 
was  applied  in  Georgia  rather  to  the  hurt  than  benefit  of  the 
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colony,  as  we  shall  here  briefly  relate.  First,  a lighthouse  was 
set  about,  but  before  the  frame  was  erected  it  was  almost  half 
rotten,  and  has  not  been  carried  on  any  farther,  nor  never  even 
covered,  which  has  likewise  greatly  contributed  to  its  decay  ; 
and  now  that  lofty  fabric,  so  highly  useful  to  vessels  which 
make  that  coast,  is  either  fallen  or  must  fall  very  soon.  Log 
houses  and  prisons,  of  various  sorts,  were  built  and  erased 
successively,  and  most  part  of  them  were  fitter  for  dungeons  in 
the  Spanish  inquisition  than  British  goals.  Irons,  whipping- 
posts, * gibbets,  etc.,  were  provided  to  keep  the  inhabitants  in 
perpetual  terror,  for  innocence  was  no  protection.  And  for 
some  time  there  were  more  imprisonments,  whippings,  etc.,  of 
white  people  in  that  colony  of  liberty,  than  in  all  British 
America  besides.  Corn-mills,  saw-mills,  public  roads,  trustees' 
plantations,  as  they  were  called,  wells  and  forts,  in  different 
places  were  all  set  about,  but,  as  is  evident  from  the  event, 
with  no  design  to  serve  the  public,  but  only  to  amuse  the  worid, 
and  maintain  some  creatures  who  assisted  in  keeping  their 
neighbors  in  subjection,  for  few  or  none  of  these  things  were 
ever  brought  to  perfection  ; some  of  them  were  left  off  half 
finished,  and  of  those  that  were  finished  some  were  erased, 
being  found  of  no  service,  and  others  fell  of  themselves  for  want 
of  proper  care.  To  carry  on  the  manufactures  of  silk  and  wine, 
a garden  was  planted  with  mulberries  and  vines,  which  was  to 
be  a nursery  to  supply  the  rest  of  the  province.  But  this  was 
as  far  from  answering  the  proposed  end  as  everything  else  was, 
for  it  is  situated  upon  one  of  the  most  barren  spots  of  land  in 
the  colony,  being  only  a large  hill  of  dry  sand.  Great  sums 
of  money  were  thrown  away  upon  it  from  year  to  year,  to  no 
purpose.  This  was  remonstrated  to  the  trustees,  and  they 
seemed  to  be  sensible  of  the  error,  and  gave  orders  to  choose 
another  spot  of  ground,  but  the  ruling  powers  in  Georgia  took 
no  notice  thereof.  And  now,  after  so  great  time  and  charge, 
therp  are  not  so  many  mulberry  trees  in  all  the  province  of 
Georgia  as  many  one  of  the  Carolina  planters  have  upon  their 
plantations ; nor  so  much  silk  made  there  in  one  year  as  many 
of  those  planters  do  make.  Nor  could  they  ever,  in  that  gar- 
den, raise  one  vine  to  the  perfection  of  bearing  fruit.  And  here 

♦It  was  a very  usual  thing  with  General  Oglethorpe,  when  any  persons  had  incurred 
his  dipleasure,  to  threaten  to  hang  them. 
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it  may  be  observed,  that  the  silk  Mr.  Oglethorpe  carried  over 
for  a present  to  Queen  Caroline,  was  most  of  it,  if  not  all, 
made  in  Carolina.  Though  no  proper  measures  were  ever 
taken  for  advancing  the  silk  and  wine  manufactures,  yet  private 
persons  made'several  essays  towards  the  culture  of  European 
grapes;  but  even  such  attempts  met  with  no  suitable  encour- 
agement from  Mr.  Oglethorpe,  as  will  appear  from  the  following 
fact : Abraham  De  Leon,  a Jew,  who  had  been  many  years  a 
vineron  in  Portugal,  and  a freeholder  in  Savannah,  cultivated 
several  kinds  of  grapes  in  his  garden,  and,  amongst  others,  the 
Porto  and  Malaga  to  great  perfection.  Of  this  he  sent  home 
an  attested  accountto  the  board  of  trustees,  proposing  further, 
that  if  they  would  lend  him,  upon  such  security  as  he  offered, 
two  hundred  pounds  sterling  for  three  years  without  interest, 
that  he  would  employ  the  said  sum,  with  a further  stock  of  his 
own,  in  sending  to  Portugal  and  bringing  over  vines  and  vine- 
rons,  and  that  he  should  be  bound  to  repay  the  money  in  three 
years,  and  to  have  growing  within  the  colony  forty  thousand 
such  vines,  which  he  would  furnish  the  freeholders  with  at 
moderate  rates. 

The  trustees  were  satisfied  with  the  security,  and  accepted 
the  proposal,  and  wrote  him,  that  they  had  remitted  the  two 
hundred  pounds  by  Mr.  Oglethorpe  for  his  use,  which  he  did 
not  deny  when  applied  to  by  the  said  Leon  for  the  same,  but 
said  that  he  could  not  advance  more  than  twenty  or  thirty 
pounds,  in  regard  he  had  other  uses  for  the  money,  and  so 
that  design  dropped. 

In  February,  1735-6,  Mr.  Oglethorpe  arrived  in  Georgia  for 
the  second  time,  with  great  numbers  of  people,  in  order  to  set- 
tle to  the  southward,  where  he  soon  after  carried  them.  Upon 
the  island  of  St.  Simons  he  settled  a town,  which  he  called 
Frederica ; and  about  five  miles  distance  from  thence,  towards 
the  sea,  he  placed  the  independant  company  which  he  removed 
from  Port  Royal  in  Carolina,  their  former  station.  On  one  of 
'the  branches  of  the  Alatamaha  he  settled  the  Highlanders  in 
a village  which  was  called  Darien.  Then  he  settled  a fort  on 
Cumberland  which  he  named  St.  Andrews  ; and  sometime  after 
he  caused  a garrison  of  about  fifty  men  to  be  placed  upon  a 
sandy  island,  without  fresh  water,  in  the  mouth  of  St.  John’s  - 
river,  opposite  to  a Spanish  look-out,  where  possession  was 
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kept  for  about  six  months,  and  several  fortifications  built,  but 
.at  last  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  it,  after  several  people  had 
lost  their  lives  by  the  inconveniences  of  the  place,  besides  great 
sums  of  money  thrown  away  in  vain. 

While  things  thus  passed  in  the  southern  part  of  the  prov- 
ince, Mr.  Causton  was  not  idle  at  Savannah,  and  one  would 
have  thought  that  he  made  it  his  particular  design  further  to 
exasperate  the  people  of  Carolina.  He  stopped  their  boats  who 
were  going  up  to  New  Windsor,  and  not  content  with  that,  he 
caused  them  to  be  searched  and  whatever  rum  was  found  there- 
in, was  directly  staved,  in  pursuance  of  an  act,  as  he  alledged, 
entitled,  “An  Act  against  the  importation  of  rum  into  the  colony 
of  Georgia.”  To  complain  of  this,  and  to  represent  the  bad 
state  of  the  Indian  trade,  a committee  from  the  assembly  of 
South  Carolina  arrived  at  Savannah  in  July,  1736,  where  Mr. 
Oglethorpe  then  was.  But  their  coming  was  of  little  conse- 
quence, for  after  this  the  differences  and  animosities  between 
the  two  provinces  rather  increased  than  diminished,  and  we 
shall  only  observe,  that  one  thing  is  certain,  that  ever  since  Mr. 
Oglethorpe  intermeddled  in  the  Indian  trade  it  has  decayed 
apace,  and  at  this  time  is  almost  entirely  good  for  nothing 
either  in  one  or  the  other  province. 

Thus,  while  the  province  of  Carolina  resented  the  bad 
treatment  they  had  met  with  from  the  leading  powers  in 
Georgia  against  the  colony  in  general,  the  poor  inhabitants 
were  doubly  unfortunate,  being  ill  looked  upon  by  their  nearest 
neighbors  and  friends,  for  the  actings  of  their  governors,  while 
they  themselves  were  still  the  greatest  sufferers  by  those  very 
actings. 

While  Mr.  Oglethorpe  staid  in  Georgia,  great  complaints 
were  made  against  the  arbitrary  proceedings  of  Mr.  Causton, 
but  to  no  purpose.  Likewise  several  persons  endeavored  to 
show  the  impossibility  of  the  colony’s  succeeding,  according  to 
its  then  present  constitution.  But  if  this  was  done  in  his  hear- 
ing, he  either  always  brow-beat  the  person  or  evaded  the 
discourse;  if  by  letters,  he  never  made  any  answer  to  them, 
^even  although  he  had  given  public  orders  that  every  person 
should  give  in  their  grievances  and  complaints  to  him  in  writing,  • 
and  that  he  would  consider  and  answer  the  same.  But  that 
we  might  not  be  entirely  ignorant  of  his  thoughts,  Mr.  Causton, 
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who  always  spoke  his  sentiments,  publicly  declared  that  we 
had  neither  lands,  rights,  nor  posessions  ; that  the  trustees  gave 
and  that  the  trustees'  could  freely  take  away.  And  again, 
v/hen  he  was  told  that  the  lighthouse  wanted  a few  spike  nails 
to  fasten  some  of  its  braces  which  were  loose,  and  which  might 
occasion  the  downfall  of  the  whole  fabric,  he  answered  that  he 

would  say  as  Mr.  Oglethorpe  said,  it  might  fall  and  be  d d. 

Mr.  Oglethorpe  staid  in  Georgia  until  November,  1736,  most  of 
which  time  he  spent  to  the  southward,  and  then  embarked  for 
England,  leaving  Mr.  Causton  with  the  same  authority  he  had 
formerly  invested  him  with  and  in  the  same  power  he  then 
exercised,  and  the  colony  under  the  same  difficulties  and  hard- 
ships. 

In  March  thereafter  we  had  advice  of  the  Spaniards’ 
intentions  of  attacking  the  colony  from  the  Havannah.  This 
put  the  whole  province  in  great  consternation,  especially  the 
town  of  Savannah  ; they*  having  neither  fort,  battery,  nor  any 
other  place  to  shelter  themselves  in,  in  case  of  any  actual 
attack ; therefore  they  immediatly  set  about  building  a wooden 
fort,  and  all  sorts  of  people  labored  continually  until  it  was  in 
some  measure  finished  ; only  Mr.  Causton  never  came  to  the 
work,  but  did  all  he  could  to  retard  it,  making  light  of  the 
information,  although  it  was  sent  express  by  Commodore 
Dent,  with  a letter  directed  to  the  commander-in-chief  of 
Georgia ; and  has  since  been  put  out  of  all  manner  of  doubt, 
the  Spaniards  having  at  that  time  four  thousand  men  embarked 
and  ready  to  sail,  if  an  extraordinary  accident  had  not  pre- 
vented *them.  People  now  seeing  the  little  care  that  was 
likely  to  be  taken  in  case  of  a real  attack ; and  likewise  find- 
ing, to  their  cost,  that  the  improvement  of  land  was  a vain  and 
fruitless  labor  with  white  servants  only,  and  with  such  restric- 
tions and  precarious  titles,  many  began  to  withdraw  and  leave 
the  colony,  and  very  little  was  planted  this  season. 

And  now  to  make  our  subjection  the  more  complete,  a new 
kind  of  tyranny  was  this  summer  begun  to  be  imposed 
I737*  Up0n  us  ; for  Mr.  John  Wesiy  who  had  come  over  and 
was  received  by  us  as  a clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England, 
soon  discovered  that  his  aim  was  to  enslave  our  minds,  as  a 

*They  were  detained  eight  days  at  the  Havannah  by  contrary  winds  (the  land 
forces  being  on  board  all  that  time*  at  the  end  of  which  there  came  orders  from,  old 
Spain  to  forbear  hostilities,  the  convention  being  then  agreed  upon. 
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necessary  preparative  for  enslaving  our  bodies.  The  attend- 
ances upon  prayers,  meetings,  and  sermons  inculcated  by  him 
so  frequently  and  at  improper  hours,  inconsistent  with  neces- 
sary labor,  especially  in  an  infant  colony,  tended  to  propagate 
a spirit  of  indolence  and  of  hypocrisy  amongst  the  most  aban- 
doned ; it  being  much  easier  for  such  persons,  by  an  affected 
show  of  religion,  and  adherence  to  Mr.  Wesly’s  novelities, 
to  be  provided  by  his  procurement  from  the  public  stores,  than 
to  use  that  industry  which  true  religion  recommends  : nor 

indeed  could  the  reverend  gentlemen  conceal  the  designs  he 
was  so  full  of,  having  frequently  declared  that  he  never  desired 
to  see  Georgia  a rich,  but  a ^religious  colony. 

At  last  all  persons  of  any  consideration  came  to  look  upon 
him  as  a Roman  Catholic,  for  which  the  following  reasons 
seemed  pretty  convincing  : 

First,  under  an  affected  strict  adherance.  to  the  Church  of 
England,  he  most  unmercifully  damned  all  dissenters  of  what- 
ever denomination,  who  were  never  admitted  to  communicate 
with  him  until  they  first  gave  up  their  faith  and  principles 
entirely  to  his  moulding  and  direction,  and  in  confirmation 
thereof  declared  their  belief  of  the  invalidity  of  their  former 
baptism,  and  then  to  receive  a new  one  from  him.  This  was 
done  publicly  on  the  persons  of  Richard  Turner,  carpenter,  and 
his  son.  Another  instance  was  that  of  William  Gaff,  who  had 
once  communicated  and  always  conformed  to  his  regulations, 
but  was  at  last  found  out  by  Mr.  Wesly  to  have  been  baptised 
by  a Presbyterian  dissenter  ; the  same  thing  was  proposed  to 
him,  but  Mr.  Gaff  not  inclinable  to  go  that  length,  was  ever 
thereafter  excluded  from  the  communion. 

Second,  while  all  dissenters  (whereof  a considerable  num-. 
ber  was  in  the  colony)  were  thus  unmercifully  damned,  and 
shut  out  of  religious  ordinances  contrary  to  that  spirit  of 
moderation  and  tenderness  which  the  Church  of  England  show 
towards  them,  persons  suspected  to  be  Roman  Catholics  were 
received  and  caressed  by  him  as  his  first-rate  saints. 

Third,  a third  confirmation  of  this  suspicion  arose  from  his 
-endeavour  to  establish  confession,  penance,  mortifications, 
mixing  wine  with  water  in  the  sacrament,  and  suppressing  in 
the  administration  of  the  sacrament  the  explanation  adjoined 


'According  to  his  system. 
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to  the  words  of  communicating  by  the  Church  of  England,  to 
show  that  they  mean  a feeding  on  Christ  by  faith,  saying,  no 
more,  than  “ The  body' of  Christ;  the  blood  of  Christ ; ” by 
appointing  deaconesses,  with  sundry  other  innovations,  which 
he  called  apostolic  constitutions. 

Fourth,  as  there  is  always  a strict  connection  between 
popery  and  slavery,  so  the  design  of  this  fine  scheme  seemed 
to  the  most  judicious  to  be  calculated  to  debase  and  depress 
the  minds  of  the  people,  to  break  any  spirit  of  liberty,  and 
humble  them  with  fastings,  penances,  drinking  of  water,  and 
a thorough  subjection  to  the  spiritual  jurisdiction  which  he 
asserted  was  to  be  established  in  his  person  ; and  when  this 
should  be  accomplished,  the  minds  of  people  would  be  equally 
prepared  for  the  receiving  civil  or  ecclasiastical  tyranny. 

All  Jesuitical  arts  were  made  use  of  to  bring  the  well-con- 
certed scheme  to  perfection  ; families  were  divided  in  parties  ; 
spies  were  engaged  in  many  houses,  and  the  servants  of  others 
bribed  and  decoyed  to  let  him  into  all  the  secrets  of  the  families 
they  belonged  to ; nay,  those  who  had  given  themselves  up  to 
his  spiritual  guidance  (more  especially  women)  were  obliged  to 
discover  to  him  their  most  secret  actions,  nay  even  their 
thoughts  and  the  subject  of  their  dreams.  At  the  same  time 
he  gave  charge  to  juries  ; gave  his  opinion  in  all  civil  causes 
that  came  before  the  court.  Nor  could  we  imagine  what  all 
this  would  end  in.  Complain  we  might,  but  to  no  purpose. 
And  Mr.  Causton  and  he  went  hand-in-hand. 

But  the  merciful  Providence  of  God  disappoints  frequently 
those  designs  that  are  laid  deepest  in  human  prudence. 

Mr.  Wesly  at  this  time  repulsed  Mrs.  Sophia  Williamson,, 
neice  to  Mr.  Causton,  from  the  sacrament.  This  young  lady 
was  by  her  friends  put  under  the  ghostly  care  of  Mr.  Wesly, 
who  was  pleased  to  make  proposals  of  marriage  to  her.  These 
she  always  rejected,  and  in  some  little  time  married  Mr. William 
Williamson  of  Savannah,  much  contrary  to  Mr.  Wesly’s 
inclination.  After  the  said  marriage  Mr.  Wesly  used  all  means 
to  create  a misunderstanding  between.  Mrs.  Williamson  and  her 
husband,  by  persuading  her,  that  Mr.  Williamson  had  no  right 
to  regulate  her  behavior  as  to  conversing  with  him,  or  attend- 
ing meetings  as  formerly;  but  at  last  finding  he  could  gain 
nothing  upon  her,  and  that  Mr.  Williamson  had  forbade  him  any 
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conversation  with  his  wife  out  of  his  presence,  he  took  the 
foresaid  means,  by  repelling  her  from  the  holy  communion,  of 
showing  his  resentment.  Mr.  Williamson  thought  himself  well 
founded  in  an  action  of  damages;  and  Mr.  Wesly  (being  no 
longer  supported  by  Mr.  Causton,  who  was  highly  nettled  at 
the  affront  put  upon  his  niece,  and  could  now  declaim  as 
fluently  against  spiritual  tyranny  as  any  person)  was  indicted 
before  a grand  jury  of  forty-four  free-holders,  and  thirteen 
indictments  were  found  against  him  ; one  concerning  Mr.  Wil- 
liamson and  his  spouse,  the  others  concerning  the  grievances 
we  felt  by  his  measures,  and  the  exercise  of  his  ecclesiastical 
functions,  as  above  related.  These  last  were  given  in  to  the 
magistrates,  to  be  by  them  laid  before  the  trustees,  that  these 
our  grievances  might  in  time  coming,  be  properly  redressed, 
(we  having  no  other  jurisdiction,  either  civil  or  ecclesiastical, 
that  we  could  make  application  to).  Then  the  grand  jury 
began  to  consider  and  think  that  as  it  was  not  probable  a greater 
number  of  the  better  sort  of  people  could  ever  be  legally  met 
together,  so  this  was  a fit  time  to  represent  their  grievances 
and  hardships  to  the  trustees,  which  they  did  in  the  following 
manner : 

AN  ABSTRACT  OF  THE  REPRESENTATION  OF  THE  GRAND  JURY 
OF  SAVANNAH,  TO  THE  HONORABLE  THE  TRUSTEES. 

4 \ \J E,  the  grand  jury,  duly  sworn  on  the  twenty-second  of 
* * ‘the  last  month,  and  having  divers  matters  laid  before 
‘ us  which  we  humbly  conceive  cannot  properly  be  presented 
‘ to  this  court,  because  several  of  the  said  matters  touch  the 

* proceedings  of  the  magistrates  of  the  said  court,  and  contain 
‘ sundry  articles  setting  forth  many  public  necessities  and 
‘hardships,  which  can  only  be  remedied  by  your  honors’ 

‘ authority  ; therefore,  we  the  said  grand  jury  having  examined 
‘several  witnesses,  do,  upon  our  oaths,  represent  to  your 
‘ honors  the  following  grievances,  hardships,  and  necessities. 

‘ That  as  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  and  county  have 

* been  and  are  still  subject  to  many  inconveniences  for  want 

* of  a body  of  the  laws  and  constitutions  of  this  province,  it 
4 being  exceedingly  difficult  in  many  cases,  both  for  grand  and 
4 petit  jurors,  to  discharge  in  a proper  manner  the  great  duties 
4 that  are  incumbent  on  them  by  their  oaths  ; so  we  hope  your 
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* honors  will  assist  us,  that  we  may  be  enabled  well  and  truly 
4 to  execute  our  duties  as  aforesaid. 

4 That  Thomas  Causton,  by  his  arbitrary  proceedings,  hath 

* endeavored  to-  render  the  power  and  proceedings  of  grand 
‘juries  ineffectual,  especially  this  grand  jury.,  by  intruding  upon 
4 it  when  enclosed  and  about  business,  and  using  the  members 
4 thereof  with  great  haughtiness  and  ill-nature,  and  threatening 
4 to  dissolve  them. 

* That  the  said  Thomas  Causton,  by  his  office  of  store- 
4 keeper,  hath  the  dangerous  power  in  his  hands  of  alluring 
‘ weak-minded  people  to  comply  with  unjust  measurers,  and 

* also  overawing  others  from  making  just  complaints  and  repre- 
‘ sentations  to  your  honors ; and  the  known  implacability  of 
4 the  said  Causton,  and  his  frequent  threatening  of  such  people, 

* is  to  many  weak-minded  though  well-disposed  persons,  a 
‘strong  bulwark  against  their  seeking  redress,  by  making 
‘ proper  complaints  and  just  representations  to  you  their 
‘ benefactors,  patrons,  and  protectors. 

‘ That  the  said  Causton  has  made  great  advancements  on 

* provisions  and  goods  sold  out  of  the  trustees’  store  to  the 
4 inhabitants,  contrary  to  Mr.  Oglethorpe’s  promise  when  he 
‘first  settled  this  colony,  and  contrary,  as  we  apprehend,  to 
‘ your  honors’  good  intentions,  and  greatly  detrimental  to  the 
‘ prosperity  of  the  colony  ; and  that  he  hath  refused  to  pay  the 
‘ public  debts  otherwise  than  in  provisions  at  these  dear  rates, 
‘ and  sometimes  bad  and  unwholesome,  out  of  the  public  store, 

* whereby  the  inhabitants  were  greatly  distressed,  and  some 

* have  been  obliged  to  leave  the  province. 

‘ That  whereas,  one  John  White,  who  had  been  committed 
‘ for  felony,  at  the  suit  of  William  Aglionby,  and  he,  the  said 

* Aglionby,  was  bound  to  prosecute  the  same  at  next  court, 

‘ notwithstanding  he,  the  said  White,  was  removed  before  that 

* time  by  a warrant  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  Thomas 
‘ Christie,  and,  as  we  think,  by  the  advice  and  command  of 
‘ Thomas  Causton,  by  which  means  we-  imagine  the  criminal 
4 has  escaped  justice,  to  the  great  encouragement  of  enormous 
4 offenders,  contrary,  as  we  conceive,  to  the  laws  of  Our 
‘country,  the  peace  of  our  sovereign  lord  the  King,  his  crown 
‘and  dignity,  and  particularly  to  the  welfare  of  this  your 
‘colony. 
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4 That  the  said  Causton  did  greatly  discourage  the  inhabi- 
4 tants  of  this  town  and  county,  in  the  measures  they  had  taken 
1 for  the  defence  and  safety  of  this  place  in  the  late  alarm  from 
1 the  Spaniards ; for,  although  almost  everybody,  masters  and 

* servants,  labored  continually  in  making  a fort  to  defend  them- 
‘ selves  in  case  of  necessity,  yet  he,  the  said  Causton,  never 
4 came  nigh  the  work,  but  by  his  words  and  behavior  did  all  he 
1 could  to  prevent  it,  until  at  last  the  people  were  obliged  to 
4 leave  off  the  work  unfinished,  contrary  to  the  welfare  and 
4 safety  of  this  colony. 

4 That  the  said  Causton  hath  greatly  prevented  and  dis- 
4 couraged  the  cultivation  of  lands  by  his  hindering  people  to 
4 settle  on  the  tracts  that  were  allotted  to  them  by  the  trustees, 
4 whereby  several  people  have  been  greatly  distressed,  and 
4 some  almost  ruined,  contrary  (as  we  humbly  conceive)  to 
4 your  honors’  good  intention,  and  the  principal  part  of  your 
4 glorious  undertaking. 

4 That  the  $aid  Thomas  Causton,  in  order  to  color  his 
4 illegal  proceedings,  hath  uttered  words  to  this  or  the  like 
4 purpose,  4 We  do  not  stand  upon  our  feet ; we  do  not  know 
4 either  our  laws  or  liberties,  nor  what  the  trustees  intend  ; a 
4 magistrate  cannot  act  to  strict  forms,  but  may  dismiss  matters 
4 of  petty  felony  in  the  easiest  manner’,  thereby  claiming  to 
4 himself,  as  we  humbly  conceive,  a dispensing  power  fatal  to 
4 the  liberties  of  British  subjects,  and  contrary,  etc. 

4 The  want  of  public  roads  hath  been  greatly  detrimental 

* to  many  who  have  settlements  at  any  distance  from  this 
4 place,  and  some  have  lost,  and  are  still  liable  to  lose  great 
4 part  of  their  crops,  through  the  difficulty  of  passing  to  and 
4 from  their  plantations. 

4 That  the  great  want  of  servants  in  this  town  and  county 
4 doth  render  the  freeholders  thereof  incapable  of  proceeding 
4 with  proper  vigor  in  the  cultivating  their  lands  ; and  as  the 
4 Honorable  James  Oglethorpe,  Esq.,  did  generously  promise 
4 that  your  honors  would  be  pleased  to  give  this  colony  contin- 
‘ ual  assistance  by  sending  over  servants  to  the  said  freehold- 
4 ers  at  reasonable  rates  ; therefore,  we  do,  with  all  humility, 
4 lay  before  your  honors  the  great  and  general  want  of  servants 
4 in  this  town  and  county,  not  doubting  your  timely  assistance 
1 therein. 
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‘ That  the  town  of  Savannah  stands  in  the  utmost  need  of 
4 having  a good  wharf  and  crane,  for  the  conveniency  of  both 
‘ strangers  and  inhabitants,  they  being  at  double  pains  and 
4 costs  in  landing  and  getting  their  goods  up  the  bluff. 

4 That  the  lighthouse  of  Tybee,  which  with  great  labor  and 
4 (as  we  humbly  conceive)  vast  expense  to  your  honors, 
‘ remains  unfinished  and  uncovered,  by  reason  of  which  that 

* most  necessary  and  lofty  structure  is  subject  to  all  the  injuries 
‘ of  weather,  and  may  totally  decay  if  not  in  time  prevented, 

* which  will  be  greatly  detrimental  to  the  trade,  navigation, 
4 and  welfare  of  this  colony. 

4 That  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  and  county  are  at  vast 
‘ expense  in  time  of  sickness,  especially  they  who  have  most 
4 servants,  it  being  a general  misfortune  that,  during  the  hot 
4 season  of  the  year,  hardly  one-half  of  the  servants  are  able 
4 to  do  their  masters  any  work,  by  reason  of  the  violent  sick- 
4 nesses  which  hath  very  much  prevented  the  inhabitants 
4 from  making  improvements. 

4 It  is  without  the  least  personal  resentment  to  Mr.  Causton, 
‘or  any  other  person,  that  we  do,  with  the  most  profound 
‘ respect  and  duty,  lay  before  your  honors  the  foregoing 
‘ grievances,  hardships,  and  necessities  ; and  it  is  not  the  per- 
‘ sons  or  personal  infirmities  of  any  of  the  magistrates  we 
4 blame,  but  such  of  their  actions  and  words  as,  we  humbly 
‘ conceive,  tends  to  the. subversion  of  our  laws  and  liberties; 
‘ and  we  are  firmly  persuaded  that  Mr.  Causton  would  not 
‘ have  impanelled  this  grand  jury  on  an  affair  that  so  nearly 
4 concerned  him  as  that  of  his  niece’s  did,  if  he  had  not  believed 
4 the  several  persons  of  this  grand  jury  to  be  men  of  strict 
4 integrity,  and  no  way  prejudiced  against  him  ; and  as  we, 
4 the  said  grand  jury,  are,  for  the  time  being,  appointed  for  the 
4 solemn  representation  of  truth,  we  humbly  hope  your  honors 
4 will  consider  this  our  representation  as  proceeding  from  a 
4 strict,  impartial,  and  sound  enquiry. 

4 In  witness,  etc.,  this  first  day  of  September,  1737.” 

The  original  of  this  was  signed  by  all  the  forty-four,  and  sent 
home,  but  was  taken  no  notice  of  by  the.  trustees  for  anything 
ever  we  heard;  and  we  hope  it  will  appear  evident  to  every 
judicious  reader  that  this  jury  was  neither  biased  nor  intimi- 
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.dated  by  Causton,  to  the  prejudice  of  any  person  whatsoever, 
as  Mr.  Wesly  asserts  in  his  journal  printed  at  Bristol,  1739. 
He  likewise  says  there  were  a professed  atheist  and  deist  in 
the  number  ; but  for  our  parts,  we  know  of  neither.  But  a 
man  of  Mr.  Wesly’s  principles,  who  makes  no  scruple  of 
writing  willful  falsehoods  (as  may  be  seen  by  anybody  that 
compares  this  narrative  with  his  journal)  and  of  damning 
every  person  of  a contrary  opinion  with  himself,  may,  without 
hesitation,  give  people  what  appellations  come  in  his  head. 
However,  this  put  an  end  to  any  further  prosecution  of  Mr. 
Wesly’s  schemes,  for  soon  after  this  he  departed  the  colony 
privately  by  night  and  went  to  Charles-town,  and  from  thence 
to  England. 

Mr.  Wesly  had  address  enough  (as  he  says  in  his  fore- 
mentioned  journal)  to  persuade  several  persons  who  were 
members  of  the  grand  jury  to  retract,  by  some  paper  which  he 
drew  up  for  them  to  sign,  their  former  sentiments  ; but  this,  if 
it  was  at  all,  proceeded  entirely  from  the  solemn  assurances 
which  he  gave  them  that  his  main  design  home  was  to  repre- 
sent the  grievances  and  oppressions  which  the  poor  colony 
labored  under,  and  upon  this  account  was  charged  with  divers 
letters  and  papers  from  private  persons,  relating  to  the  colony, 
which  he  undertook  faithfully  to  deliver.  But  as- we  have 
since  found  that  all  Mr.  Oglethorpe’s  interest  was  employed 
to  protect  Mr.  Wesly,  it  is  no  wonder  those  promises 
were  never  fulfilled ; nor  indeed  could  it  ever  be  ascertained 
that  even  the  private  letters  which  he  carried  were  so  much  as 
delivered. 

On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Causton  ever  after  bore  a mortal 
hatred  to  the  members  of  this  grand  jury,  and  took  every 
opportunity  to  show  his  resentment,  and  we  doubt  not  but  he 
prevailed  upon  three  or  four  of  them  to  a recantation,  having 
either  terrified  or  starved  them  into  a compliance.  But  we 
bore  these  things  the  more  patiently,  as  being  satisfied  the 
trustees  were  gentlemen  who  had  our  interest  at  heart,  and 
who  would  hear  and  redress  our  grievances  in  due  time,  and 
that  Mr.  Oglethorpe  might  still  be  a friend  to  the  colony;  but- 
at  last  we  heard  he  had  procured  a regiment  for  its  defence,  of 
which  he  was  made  colonel,  and  that  he  was  likewise  made 
general  and  commander-in-chief  over  all  his  majesty’s  forces 
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in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  This  news  was  confirmed  by 
William  Stephens,  Esq.,  who  was  sent  over  as  trustees’  sec- 
retary, to  represent  the  state  and  condition  of  the  colony  as  it 
really  was,  and  to  assist  and  consult  with  the  magistrates. 
But  Mr.  Causton  soon  found  the  means  to  bring  over  the  old 
gentleman  to  his  interest,  or  at  least  to  acquiesce  in  everything 
he  said  or  did  ; for  he  had  still  the  command  of  the  cash  and 
stores,  and  Mr.  Stephens  had  nothing  to  live  upon  but  his 
salary,  which  he  could  stop  the  payment  of  at  pleasure  ; so 
our  secretary  remained  passive  until  Causton’s  government 
ended. 

At  last  Mr.  Oglethorpe  comes  over  for  the  third  time,  in 
September,  with  the  remainder  of  his  regiment,  the  other  part 
having  come  with  Colonel  Cochran  in  May.  But,  alas  ! this 
regiment  was  of  no  service  otherwise  than  to  strengthen  us  in 
case  of  an  attack,  for  we  could  neither  furnish  them  in  clothes, 
provisions,  nor  any  one  thing  they  wanted.  And  to  put  us 
out  of  all  hopes  of  bettering  our  condition,  Mr.  Oglethorpe  was 
pleased  to  declare  in  the  court  house  of  Savannah,  that  as  long 
as  he  had  anything  to  do  with  the  colony  there  should  neither 
be  allowance  of  negroes  nor  alteration  in  the  titles  of  land  ; 
and  if  any  such  thing  should  happen,  he  would  have  no 
further  concern  with  it.  The  people,  thus  seeing  there  was  no 
hope  of  redress,  left  the  colony  daily  ; and  the  trustees’  credit 
receiving  a great  shock  by  their  refusing  Mr.  Causton’s  certi- 
fied accounts,  and  an  entire  stop  being  put  to  the  public  store, 
many  poor  wretches  died  of  hunger ; for  at  this  time  Mr. 
Causton  was  turned  out  of  all  his  places  and  the  store  was 
ordered  to  be  sold,  in  order,  as  was  said,  to  pay  off  the 
trustees’  debts.  One  Thomas  Jones,  a ■ favorite  of  Mr. 
Oglethorpe,  whose  character  we  shall  have  occasion  to  give 
afterwards,  was  put  in  his  place  as  cash  and  store-keeper, 
only  with  a different  title,  viz.,  that  of  magazine-keeper;  for 
none  but  the  trustees’  servants  were  to  be  supplied  from  it. 
But  the  contrary  soon  appeared,  for.  the.  sola  bills  that  were 
sent  over  were  ordered  to  be  issued  out  in  the  names  of 
William  Stephens,  Esq.,  Mr.  Thomas  Christie  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Johes,  or  any  two  of  them  ; but  the  other  two,  agreeing 
together,  entirely  excluded  Christie,  and  paid  them  to  whom 
and  for  what  purpose  they  thought  convenient.  They 
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bought  New  York  cargoes,  and  any  other  commodities  that 
could  be  got  in  quantities,  and  put  them  into  the  maga- 
zine, where  they  were  sold  out  by  Jones  in  wholesale  and 
retail,  for  ready  money,  at  exorbitant  rates.  This  trade 
they  have  carried  on  ever  since,  to  their  vast  advantage,  but 
to  the  no  small  distress  of  the  poor  people,  who  are  obliged  to 
give  at  the  rate  almost  of  cent  per  cent,  for  their  provisions. 
Thus  under  the  color  of  no  store,  these  two  kept  as  open  a one 
as  ever  Causton  did,  and  by  having  the  public  money  at  their 
disposal,  the  payment  of  all  salaries  and  pensions  coming 
through  their  hands,  they  are  become  as  absolute,  with  this 
difference,  that  Mr.  Causton’s  power  in  every  respect  extended 
over  the  whole  colony  when  it  was  most  populous  and  money 
most  plenty,  but  theirs  seems  only  to  affect  the  wretched 
.remains  of  Savannah. 

We  might  have  imagined  that  the  trustees  were  somewhat 
moved  with  our  repeated  complaints,  and  that  Mr.  Causton’s 
removal  was  owing  thereto.  But  alas  ! in  this  we  were  mis- 
taken. Nothing  (as  ever  we  could  understand)  was  laid  to  his 
charge  on  our  account,  and  it  was  of  small  benefit  to  us,' 
whether  the  mismanagement  of  money,  which  was  the  reason 
of  his  dimission,  lies  at  his  or  Mr.  Oglethorpe’s  door,  and  we 
cannot  but  here  take  notice  that  Mr.  Causton’s  case  fortifies 
the  common  observation,  that  those  who  prostitute  themselves 
to  carry  on  illegal  and  oppressive  schemes,  when  they  have 
once  stuck  in  the  mire,  they  are  forsaken  by  their  employers 
and  despised  by  all  the  world  besides. 

Mr.  Oglethorpe  staid  not  long  at  Savannah,  his  common 
residence  being  at  Frederica,  where  they  had,  in  imitation  of 
us,  built  a few  houses  and  cleared  some  land,  but  finding  plant- 
ing did  not  answer  they  left  it  off,  and  as  soon  as  the  regiment 
came  almost  everybody  betook  themselves  to  keeping  public 
houses,  and  in  this  manner  do  the  few  that  now  remain  live. 

All  the  public  work  being  put  a stop  to,  and  clearing  of  land 
being  found  impracticable,  by  which  most  of  us  had  ruined 
ourselves,  we  were  in  a miserable  condition,  and  all  hope  from" 
Mr.  Oglethorpe  being  at  an  end,  we  could  hardly  tell  what  to 
do ; but  still  thinking  the  trustees  might  be  ignorant  or  misin- 
formed of  the  present  condition  of  the  colony,  we  at  last, 
resolved  to  set  forth  our  grievances  in  a short  and  general 
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representation,  to  be  signed  by  all  the  tree-holders  in  the 
colony,  of  which  the  following  is  an  exact  copy  : 

“ To  the  Honorable  the  Trustees  for  establishing  the  Colony  of 
Georgia  in  America. 

‘ May  it  please  your  Honors : 

1 YT7E,  whose  names  are  underwritten,  being  all  settlers,  free- 
v * ‘ holders  and  inhabitants  in  the  province  of  Georgia, 

* and  being  sensible  of  the  great  pains  and  care  exerted  by  you 
‘ in  endeavoring  to  settle  this  colony  since  it  has  been  under 

* your  protection  and  management,  do  unanimously  join  to  lay 
‘ before  you,  with  the  utmost  regret,  the  following  particulars  : 

* But  in  the  first  place  we  must  beg  leave  to  observe  that  it  has 

* afforded  us  a great  deal  of  concern  and  uneasiness  that  former 

* representations  made  to  you  of  the  same  nature  have  not 

* been  thought  worthy  of  due  consideration,  nor  even  of  an 
‘ answer.  We  have  most  of  us  settled  in  this  colony  in  pur- 
‘ suance  of  the  description  and  recommendation  given  of  it  by 
‘ you  in  Britain,  and  from  the  experience  of  residing  here 
‘several  years,  do  find  that  it  is  impossible  that  the  measures 
‘ hitherto  laid  down  and  pursued  for  making  it  a colony  can 
‘ succeed.  None  of  all  those  who  have  planted  their  land  have 
‘ been  able  to  raise  sufficient  produce  to  maintain  their  families 
‘ in  bread  kind  only,  even  though  as  much  application  and 
‘ industry  have  been  exerted  to  bring  it  about  as  could  be  done 

* by  men  engaged  in  an  affair  on  which  they  believed  the 
‘ welfare  of  themselves  and  posterity  so  much  depended,  and 
‘ which  they  imagined  required  more  than  ordinary  pains  to 
‘ make  succeed ; so  that  by  the  accumulated  expenses  every 
‘ year,  of  provisions,  clothing,  and  medicines,  for  themselves, 

‘ families,  and  servants,  several  hath  expended  all  their  money, 

‘ nay  even  run  considerably  in  debt,  and  so  been  obliged  to 
‘ leave  off  planting  and  making  further  improvements,  and 
‘ those  who  continue  are  daily  exhausting  more  and  more  of 
‘ their  money,  and  some  daily  increasing  their  debt,  without  a 
‘ possibility  of  being  reimbursed,  according  to  the  present  con- 
‘ stitution.  This  being  now  the  general  state  of  the  colony,- it 
‘ must  be  obvious  that  people  cannot  subsist  by  their  land, 

‘ according  to  the  present  establishment,  and  this  being  a truth 
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4 resulting  from  trial,  practice,  and  experience,  cannot  be  con- 
4 tradicted  by  any  theoretical  scheme  or  reasoning.  The  land 
4 then,  according  to  the  present  constitution,  not  being  capable 
4 to  maintain  the  settlers  here,  they  must  unavoidedly  have 
4 recourse  to  and  depend  ’ upon  trade ; but  to  our  woful 
4 experience  likewise,  the  same  causes  that  prevented  the  first 
4 obstruct  the  latter,  for  though  the.  situation  of  this  place,  is 
4 exceeding  well  adapted  for  trade,  and  if  it  was  encouraged 
4 might  be  much  much  more  improved  by  the  inhabitants,  yet 
4 the  difficulties  and  restrictions  which  we  hitherto  have  and  at 
4 present  do  labor  under,  debar  us  of  that  advantage.  Timber 
4 is  the  only  thing  we  have  here  which  we  might  export,  and 
4 notwithstanding  we  are  obliged  to  fall  it  in  planting  our  land,. 
4 yet  we  cannot  manufacture  it  for  a foreign  market  but  at 
4 double  the  expense  of  other  colonies,  as  for  instance,  the  river 
4 of  May,  which  is  but  twenty  miles  from  us,  with  the  allow- 
4 ance  of  negroes,  load  vessels  with  that  commodity  at  one-half 
4 of  the  price  that  we  can  do  : and  what  should  induce  persons 
4 to  bring  ships  here  when  they  can  be  loaded  with  one-half  of 
4 the  expense  so  near  us  ; therefore  the  timber  on  the  land  is 
4 only  a continual  charge  to  the  possessors  of  it,  though  of  very 
4 great  advantage  in  all  the  northern  colonies,  where  negroes 
4 are  allowed,  and  consequently  labor  cheap.  We  do  not  in.  the 
4 least  doubt  but  that  in  time  silk  and  wine  may  be  produced 
4 here,  especially  the  former  ; but  since  the  cultivation  of  land 
4 with  white  servants  only  cannot  raise  provisions  for  our 
4 families  as  beforementioned,  therefore  it  is  likewise  impossible 
4 to  carry  on  these  manufactures  according  to  the  present  con- 
4 stitution.  It  is  very  well  known  that  Carolina  can  raise 
4 everything  that  this  colony  can,  and  they  having  their  labor 
4 so  much  cheaper  will  always  ruin  our  market,  unless  we  are 
4 in  some  measure  on  a footing  with  them,  and  as  in  both  the 
4 land  is  worn  out  in  four  or  five  years,  and  is  then  fit  for  noth- 
4 ing  but  pasture,  we  must  be  always  at  a great  deal  more 
4 expense  than  they  in  clearing  new  land  for  planting.  The 
4 importation  of  the  necessaries  of  life  come  to  us  at  the  most 
4 extravagant  rate ; merchants-in  general,  especially  of  England, 

4 not  being  willing  to  supply  the  settlers  here  with  goods  upon 
4 commission,  because  no  person  here  can  make  them  any 
4 security  of  their  lands  or  improvements,  as  is  very  often 
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4 practiced  in  other  places  to  promote  trade,  when  some  of  the 
‘ employer’s  money  is  laid  out  in  necessary  buildings  and 
4 improvements  fitting  for  the  trade  intended,  without  which  it 
4 cannot  be  carried  on.  The  benefit  of  importation  therefore  is 
4 all  to  transient  persons,  who  do  not  lay  out  any  money 
4 amongst  us,  but  on  the  contrary  carry  every  penny  out  of 
4 the  place,  and  the  chief  reason  for  their  enhancing  the  price 

* is  because  they' cannot  get  any  goods  here  either  on  freight  or 
4 purchase  for  another  market.  If  the  advantage  accruing  from 

* importation  centered  in  the  inhabitants,  the  profit  thereof 
4 w'ould  naturally  circulate  amongst  us,  and  be  laid  out  in 
4 improvements  in  the  colony.  Your  honors,  we  imagine,  are 
4 not  insensible  of  the  numbers  that  have  left  this  province, 
4 not  being  able  to  support  themselves  and  families  any  longer  ; 
4 and  those  still  remaining,  who  had  money  of  their  own  and 
1 credit  with  their  friends,  have  laid  out  most  of  the  former  in 
4 improvements,  and  lost  the  latter  for  doing  it  on  such  pre- 
4 carious  titles.  And  upon  account  of  the  present  establishment, 
4 not  above  two  or  three  persons,  except  those  brought  on 
4 charity,  and  servants  sent  by  you,  have  come  here  for  the 
4 space  of  two  years  past,  either  to  settle  land  or  encourage 
4 trade,  neither  do  we  hear  of  any  such  likely  to  come  until  we 
4 are  on  better  terms.  It  is  true,  his  majesty  has  been  grac- 
4 iously  pleased  to  grant  a regiment  for  the  defence  of  this 
4 province  and  our  neighboring  colony,  which  indeed  will  very 
4 much  assist  us  in  defending  ourselves  against  all  enemies,  but 
4 otherwise  does  not  in  the  least  contribute  to  our  support,  for 
4 all  that  part  of  their  pay  which  is  expended  here  is  laid  out 
4 with  transient  people,  and  our  neighbors  in  Carolina,  who  are 
4 capable  to  supply  them  with  provisions  and  other  necessaries 
4 at  a moderate  price,  which  we,  as  before  observed,  are  not  at 
4 all  capable  to  do  upon  the  present  establishment.  This,  then, 
4 being  our  present  condition,  it  is  obvious  what  the  conse- 
4 quence  must  be. . 

4 But  we,  for  our  parts,  have  entirely  relied  on  and  confided 
4 in  your  good  intentions,  believing  you  would  redress  any 
4 grievances  that  should  appear ; and  now  by  our  long  exper- 

* ience  from  industry  and  continual  application  to  improvement 
4 of  land  here,  do  rind  it  impossible  to  pursue  it,  or  even  to 
4 subsist  ourselves  any  longer,  according  to  the  present  nature 
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4 of  the  constitution,  and  likewise  believing  you  will  agree  to 

• those  measures  that  are  found  from  experience  capable  to 
‘ make  this  colony  succeed,  and  to  promote  which  we  have 
‘ consumed  our  money,  time,  and  labor,  we  do,  from  a sincere 
‘ regard  to  its  welfare,  and  in  duty  both  to  you  and  ourselves, 
4 beg  leave  to  lay  before  your  immediate  consideration  the  two 
4 following  chief  causes  of  these  our  present  misfortunes,  and 
4 this  deplorable  state  of  the  colony,  and  which  we  are  certain, 
4 if  granted,  would  be  an  infallible  remedy  for  both. 

4 i.  The  want  of  a free  title  or  fee-simple  to  our  lands, 
4 which  if  granted  would  both  induce  great  numbers  of  new 
4 settlers  to  come  amongst  us,  and  likewise  encourage  those 
4 who  remain  here  cheerfully  to  proceed  in  making  further 
4 improvements,  as  well  to  retrieve  their  sunk  fortunes  as  to 
4 make  provisions  for  their  posterity. 

4 2.  The  want  of  the  use  of  negroes,  with  proper  limitations, 
4 which  if  granted  would  both  occasion  great  numbers  of  white 
4 people  to  come  here,  and  also  render  us  capable  to  subsist 
4 ourselves,  by  raising  provisions  upon  our  lands,  until  we 
‘ could  make  some  produce  fit  for  export,  in  some  measure 
4 to  balance  our  importation.  We  are  very  sensible  of  the 

* inconveniences  and  mischiefs  that  have  already,  and  do  daily 
‘ arise  from  an  unlimited  use  of  negroes,  but  we  are  as  sensi- 
4 ble  that  these  may  be  prevented  by  a due  limitation,  such  as 
1 so  many  to  each  white  man,  or  so  many  to  such  a quantity  of 
4 land,  or  in  any  other  manner  which  your  honors  shall  think 
4 most  proper. 

4 By  granting  us  gentlemen,  these  two  particulars,  and  such 
4 other  privileges  as  his  majesty’s  most  dutiful  subjects  in 
4 America  enjoy,  you  will  not  only  prevent  our  impending 
4 ruin,  but,  we  are  fully  satisfied,  also  will  soon  make  this  the 
4 most  flourishing  colony  possessed  by  his  majesty  in  America, 
4 and  your  memories  will  be  perpetuated  to  all  future  ages,  our 
4 latest  posterity  sounding  your  praises,  as  their  first  founders, 
4 patrons,  and  guardians  ; but  if,  by  denying  us  these  privileges 
4 we  ourselves  and  families  are  not  only  ruined,  but  even  our 
4 posterity  likewise,  you  will  always  be  mentioned  as  the  cause 
4 and  authors  of  all  their  misfortunes  and  calamities,  which  we 
4 hope  will  never  happen. 
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4 We  are,  with  all  due  respect,  your  honors’  most  dutiful  and 


4 obedient  servants, 

* Savannah,  December  gthf  1738. 


4 Henry  Parker, 
his 

4 Robert  R.  G.  Gilbert, 
Mark 

4 Thomas  Christie, 

‘ John  Fallowfield, 

4 John  Brownfield, 

4 William  Woodroofe, 

4 Patrick  Tailfer, 

4 Andrew  Grant, 

4 Robert  Williams, 

‘ Samuel  Mercer, 

* Patrick  Grhame, 

4 David  Douglass, 

4 Thomas  Bailie, 

4 Hugh  Anderson, 

4 James  Williams, 

4 Edward  Jenkins, 

4 Thomas  Ormston, 

4 Joseph  Wardrope, 

4 George  Bunckle, 

4 Adam  Loyer, 

4 Peter  Joubart, 

4 John  Burton, 

4 Robert  Hows, 

4 William  Meers, 

4 Thomas  Salter, 

4 James  Bailow, 

4 James  Anderson, 

4 William  Greenfield, 

4 Christopher  Greenfield, 
4 Thomas  Young,.  Sr., 

4 Henry  Green, 

4 Peter  Tector, 

4 Hugh  Frazer, 

4 John  Sallie, 

4 James  Carwells, 

4 John  LynJall, 

4 Joseph  Fitzwater,  . 

4 Elisha  Foster, 

4 Walter  Fox, 

4 John  Penrose, 

4 David  Snook, 


Thomas  Trip, 

Samuel  Holms, 

James  Muer, 

William  Parker, 

John  Grhame, 

James  Papot, 

John  Smith, 

William  Calvert, 
Stephen  Marrauld, 
Richard  Mellechamp, 
Isaac  Young,  Sr., 
James  Dormer, 
William  Carter, 

Henry  Moulton, 

Jacob  Watts, 

Henry  Manley, 

Samuel  Parker, 
Stephen  Mounfoord, 
David  Gender, 

James  Chainsae, 
James  Landry, 

Lewis  Stamon, 

William  Starflichet, 
Simon  Rieuwere, 

John  Young, 

Samuel  Lacy, 

Peter  Baillow, 

Peter  Emry, 

William  Elbert, 

James  Houston, 

Isaac  Young, 

Robert  Hanks, 
Archibald  Glen, 
Thomas  Neal, 

Stephen  Tarrien, 
James  Smith, 

Samuel  Ward, 

Pierre  Morelle, 

John  Desborough,  Jr., 
Edward  Bush, 
Benjamin  Adams, 
Charles  Britain, 

John  Rae, 
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‘ Edward  Townsend, 
4 John  Desborough, 

‘ Gorsand, 


William  Coltbred, 
Thomas  Wattle, 
Thomas  Bailie, 
James  Corneck, 
James  Burnside, 
John  Teasdale, 
Giles  Becou, 


4 Andrew  Duchee, 
‘ James  Gallway, 

4 John  Kelly, 


4 Joseph  Stanley, 
4 Thomas  Young, 
‘ Thomas  Cross, 
4 Richard  Davis,- 
4 Thomas  Tibbet, 
4 James  Dean, 


Francis  Brooks, 
John  Clark, 


George  Rush, 


Andrew  Walker, 
John  Miller, 


4 Donald  Stewart, 
4 John  Dudding, 

4 William  Ewen, 

4 Henry  Loyd, 


William  Sterling, 
Thomas  Gantlet, 
Richard  Rogers, 


Thomas  Andrews, 


In  all  117.” 


4 John  Amory, 


This  representation  was  signed  with  the  greatest  willing- 
ness by  the  above  one  hundred  and  seventeen  free-holders  in 
the  county  of  Savannah,  and  only  a very  few  of  the  General’s 
favorites  declined  to  subscribe  the  same,  so  strong  appeared 
to  all  of  them  the  truths  therein  contained,  and  the  absolute 
necessity  of  such  an  application.  The  Jews  applied  for  liberty 
to  sign  with  us,  but  we  did  not  think  it  proper  to  join  them 
in  any  of  our  measures ; we  likewise  did  not  allow  widows  and 
orphans  to  subscribe,  because  as  the  representation  contained 
the  absolute  necessities  of  the  colony,  it  might  be  objected  to 
us  that  they  were  no  proper  judges.  As  for  the  people  of 
Ebenezer,  the  subscribers  did  particularly  appoint  some  of  their 
number  to  wait  upon  Mr.  Boltzius,  their  pastor,  and  to  show  him 
the  representation,  which  was  done,  and  Mr.  Boltzius  declared 
that  the  Saltzburghers  were  equally  dissatisfied  with  their  rights 
and  restrictions  as  the  other  free-holders,  and  he  doubted  not 
their  willingness  to  join  in  petitioning  for  redress,  engaging  to 
consult  them,  and  to  bring  their  answer,  which  he  never  did, 
and  being  thereafter  questioned  thereupon  by  Mr.  Anderson  (one 
of  the  persons  commissioned  to  commune  with  him  as  is  above 
related)  in  the  presence  of  several  gentlemen,  he,  the  said 
Boltzius,  after  some  frivolous  excuses,  confessed  that  the  Hon- 
orable Mr.  Oglethorpe  had  both  given  them  satisfaction,  and 
engaged  him  to  write  home  to  Germany  for  a further  supply  of 
his  countrymen. 
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This  gentlemen  (we  observe  it  with  regret)  has  been  made 
the  instrument  of  imposing  upon  many  British  subjects  by 
publishing  journals  and  letters  (to  which  we  refer)  most  incon- 
sistent with  truth. 

Neither  did  we  admit  of  servants  to  sign  the  same,  lest  it 
should  be  objected  that  they  were  under  the  influence  of  their 
masters.  By  this  our  conduct  it  will  appear  to  every  person  of 
impartiality,  how  far  we  were  from  using  arts*  to  extort  by 
clamor  a redress  of  our  grievances. 

A copy  of  the  representation  was  immediately  sent  to 
Frederica,  and  another  to  Darien.  . The  last  was  sent  to  Mr. 
John  More  McIntosh,  and  under  the  same  cover  a letter  to 
Mr.  Benjamin  McIntosh  ; but  the  first  kept  up  the  other’s 
letter,  and  sent  his  own  with  the  representation  to  the  General, 
who  immediately  despatched  Lieut.  George  Dunbar  (who  speaks 
the  Highland  language,  and  has  a very  fluent  and  artful  way 
of  talking)  who,  with  the  assistance  of  More  McIntosh,  and 
promises  to  the  poor  people  of  cattle  (which  they  afterwards 
got) 'with  several  other  considerations,  soon  persuaded  them  to 
sign  a paper,  the  design  of  which,  they  were  told,  was  to  oppose 
the  people  of  Savannah,  who  being  enemies  to  the  General, 
were  petitioning  against  him.  As  for  their  leader,  McIntosh, 
he  was  immediately  set  up  in  a store,  and  plentifully  supplied 
with  all  kinds  of  goods,  and  has  often  declared,  that  if,  by 
acting  as  he  did,  he  could  live  well  himself,  he  did  not  care  what 
became  of  the  rest  of  the  colony ; and  as  for  his  children,  they 
might  go  wander  in  the  woods  with  the  Indians.  As  soon  as  it 
was  heard  that  the  representation  was  come  to  Frederica,  the 
inhabitants  were  called  together  and  told  that  the  people  of 
Savannah  were  going  to  throw  off  the  government  of  the  trus- 
tees, and  had  associated  together  for  that  purpose,  and  there- 
fore advised  them  to  beware  of  any  snare  that  might  be  laid  by 
these  people,  which,  if  they  were  caught  in  it  would  ruin  them. 
And  thus  was  the  design  of  the  representation  quashed  both  in 
Darien  and  Frederica.  Some  time  after  this  a copy  of  the 
representation  was  sent  to  Mr.  Oglethorpe,  together  with  the 
following  letter,  which  was  wrote  by  an  anonymous  author, 
which  we  think  is  partly  an  explanation  of  the  representation, 


•Vide  trustees'  answer. 
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mJ  likewise  a true  view  of  the  situation  of  the  colony  at  that 
time,  with  the  character  Mr.  Oglethorpe  then  bore  in  it,  and 
for  these  reasons  we  here  insert  it : It  was  directed, 

**  To  the  Honorable  James  Oglethorpe , Esq.,  General  and  Comman- 
der in  Chief  over  all  his  majesty’s  forces  in  South  Carolina 
4 and  Georgia,  Etc., at  Frederica. 

4 Sir: 

1 T T is  the  common  misfortune  of  all  who  act  in  the  higher 
* * stations  of  life,  to  be  surrounded  with  flatterers,  who  con- 
4 suit  rather  the  humors,  passions,  and  prejudices  of  their 
4 patrons,  than  their  honor  and  interest.  This  should  induce 
4 every  person  in  such  station,  who  regards  his  own  honor, 
4 interest,  or  fame,  to  lend  an  open  and  attentive  ear  to  truth, 
4 in  whatever  shape  or  from  whatever  hand  delivered.  I,  who 
4 use  this  freedom  with  your  excellency,  being  an  anonymous 
4 author,  have  no  other  bias,  motive  or  interest  in  view,  fur- 
4 ther  than  as  I am  a member  of  the  colony,  and  a well-wisher 
4 to  the  happiness  of  society,  unless  a real  and  sincere  regard 
4 to  your  honor  and  welfare,  and  an  earnest  desire  to  restore 
4 you  to  that  quiet  of  mind  and  the  now  suspended  affections 
4 of  the  people,  which  the  present  state  of  affairs  must  neces- 
4 sarily  deprive  you  of ; it  is  not,  therefore,  of  consequence  to 
‘enquire  who  writes,  but  what  is  wrote.  I am,  sir,  a plain- 
4 dealer,  and  shall,  with  the  greatest  respect,  use  you  with  more 
4 sincerity  than  ceremony  ; and  if  my  arguments  can  attain  the 
‘desired  effect,  you  will,  I doubt  not,  think  me  your  and  the 
4 colony’s  real  friend.  When  a skillful  physician  would  relieve 
4 his  patient  of  a disease,  he  traces  it  from  the  beginning,  and 
4 examines  the  sources  and  progress  of  it,  in  order  that  by  find- 
‘ ing  out  the  cause,  he  may  the  more  certainly  apply  a remedy  : 

* in  the  body  politic  the  same  process  is  necessary  to  effect  a 
4 cure.  The  present  languishing  and  almost  desperate  condition 
4 of  the  affairs  of  this  province  is  too  obvious  to  your  excel- 

* lency  to  need  a description.  Be  pleased  then,  laying  aside 
‘ prepossession  and  prejudice,  to  retire  . unto  yourself,  and 
4 examine  impartially  whence  the  present  misfortunes  take  rise, 
4 in  order  to  which,  let  me  present  your  excellency  with  a view 
4 of  the  nation’s  designs  in  establishing  this  colony;  and  indeed 
4 they  were  and  are  nothing  unsuitable  to  a British  or  Roman 
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‘ spirit,  to  wit : the  establishing  a strong  and  numerous  settle- 
4 ment  as  a barrier  and  safeguard  of  British  America ; to 
‘employ  those  persons  in  effecting  this  end  who  were  least 
1 useful  at  home,  and  others  who  from  the  reasonableness  of 
‘ the  proposals,  should  voluntarily  proffer  their  service ; to 
‘ restore  liberty  and  happiness  to  those  who,  oppressed  by  the 
‘ common  misfortunes  of  mankind,  were  groaning  under  the 
‘ consequences  of  those  misfortunes,  and  incapable  to  serve 
‘themselves  or  country  at  home  ; and,  lastly,  to  set  afoot  such 

* new  manufactures  as  might  be  most  useful  to  support  the 
‘ colony,  or  tend  to  rectify  the  balance  of  trade  of  Great  Britain 
‘ with  neighboring  nations — a design  truly  great,  founded  on 
‘the  justest  policy,  and  practicable.  To  suggest  that  any  low 
‘ private  design  was  ever  laid  down  that  might  tend  to  make 
‘the  adventurers  slaves,  or,  at  best,  tenants  at  will ; or  that  it 

* was  a concert  to  leave  the  industry  and  substance  of  the 
‘ settlers  exposed  to  satisfy  the  ambition  or  covetousness  of  an 

* after  governor,  or  any  particular  courtier  or  party ; or  to 
‘ imagine  that  the  honorable  board  of  trustees,  or  any  of  them, 
‘ could  be  capable  of  such  a concert ; I say,  sir,  that  such  a 
‘ thought  were  impious.  What  wonder  then,  if  numbers  of 
‘ persons,  encouraged  by  his  majesty’s  most  ample  rights  and 

* privileges  granted  in  his  royal  charter  to  the  honorable  trustees, 
‘ for  the  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  ; from  the  beautiful  descrip- 
‘ tion  of  the  fertility  of  the  soil  and  happiness  of  the  climate, 
‘ and  lastly,  from  a view  that  Mr.  Oglethorpe,  a gentleman  of  the 
‘ greatest  humanity  and  generosity,  was  willing  to  sacrifice  his 
‘ ease,  and  all  those  pleasures  and  enjoyments  which  his  easy 
‘ circumstances  of  life  entitled  him  to,  in  order  to  be  the  patron 
‘ and  father  of  the  distressed,  and  the  distinguished  friend  of 
‘his  country,  society,  and  human  nature;  I say,  sir,  no 
‘ wonder  if  numbers,  upon  those  views,  embarked  their  per- 
sons, families,  and  fates  in  such  an  adventure.  Shall  any 
‘ thing  then  intervene  to  render  such  a noble  design  abortive, 

* and  frustrate  those  of  their  expected  happiness,  or  your  excel- 
‘ lency  of  your  deserved  honor  ? God  forbid ! 

‘ This  colony  consists  of  two  sorts  of  people  : either  those 
‘whom  the  public  sent  over  and  supported,  or  * volunteers, 

•By  this  word  was  meant  those  persons  who  settled  in  Georgia  upon  their  own 
expense. 
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*who  were  not  burdensome  to  the  public.  Both  now  l look 
.*  upon  in  the  same  light,  as  either  party  have  exhausted  their 
‘support  or  private  stocks  in' endeavoring  to  prosecute  the 

♦ intended’  plan ; but  it  shall  suffice  for  my  argument  that  so 

• many  of  each  kind  have  applied  themselves  to  this  purpose, 

< as  are  sufficient  to  confirm  the  experiment,  that  it  is  impossible 
4 for  us  with  British  or  foreign  servants,  to  afford  the  lowest 
4 necessaries  of  life,  much  less  to  increase  our  stocks  or  defray 
4 the  many  exigencies  and  disappointments  that  this  soil  and 
‘climate  are  inevitably  exposed  to.  This  I take  to  be  granted; 

4 and  would  to  God  the  success  of  the  colony  depended  on  the 
4 laying  the  most  satisfying  proof  of  it ! And  as  for  persons 
4 who,  from  selfish  views,  have  imposed  upon  the  credulity  of 
4 the  honorable  trustees  by  representing  things  in  colors  dis- 
tant from  the  truth,  it  were  superfluous  to  curse  them.  1 do 
4 not  say  but  in  time  manufactures  may  be  founded  more  suit- 
4 able  to  the  strength  and  constitution  of  British  servants,  that 
4 might  support  and  enrich  the  colony  ; I heartily  pray  for  that 
4 happy  period,  and  should  then  condemn  and  dissent  from  any 
4 who  would  not  be  content  with  the  present  regulation ; but  as 
4 in  the  interim  production  of  necessaries  is  absolutely  requisite, 

4 and  under  the  present  establishment  impracticable,  it  follows 
4 of  course,  that  either  the  scheme  must  be  altered,  or  the 
4 design  abandoned.  At  the  first  it  was  a trial,  now  it  is  an  exper- 
iment; and  certainly  no  man  or  society  need  be  ashamed  to 
4 own,  that  from  unforseen  emergencies  their  hypothesis  did 
4 misgive;  and  no  person  of  judgment  would  censure  for  want 
4 of  success  where  the  proposal  was  probable;  but  all  the  world 
4 would  exclaim  against  that  person  or  society  who,  through 
4 mistaken  notions  of  honor  or  positiveness  of  temper,  would 
‘ persist  in  pushing  an  experiment  contrary  to  all  probability, 
‘to  the  ruin  of  the  adventurers.  How  many  methods  may  be 

* found  out  by  the  wisdom  of  the  trustees,  for  remedying  this 
4 inconvenience,  I know  not ; one  only  occurs  to  me,  which  is, 

‘ the  admitting  a certain  number  of  negroes,  sufficient  to  ease 
4 the  white  servants  from  those  labors  that  are  most  fatal  to  a 
4 British  constitution.  I am  very  sensible  of  the  inconveniencies 
‘ of  an  unlimited  use  of  them  in  a frontier  colony  ; but  am  as- 
4 sensible  that  those  inconveniencies  may  be  prevented  by 

4 prudent  regulations ; and  their  admission  for  executing  the 


52 


‘ more  laborious  parts  of  culture  made  the  means  ’to  attract 
4 numbers  of  white  servants,  who  would  otherwise  fly  the  place 
1 as  a purgatory  or  charnal-house.  If  our  labor  and  toil  is 
‘ not  capable  of  producing  mere  necessaries  by  cultivation  of 
‘ land,  much  less  by  trade,  and  as  all  the  neighboring  colonies, 
‘ by  reason  of  their  negroes,  prosecute  all  branches  of  it 
‘ at  a sixth  part  of  the  expense  we  can,  they  would  forever 
‘preclude  us  from  any  benefit  therefrom.  And  supposing, 
‘ what  cannot  be  admitted,  that  the  nation  would  consent  to 
‘ give  a perpetual  fund  for  making  up  all  those  deficiencies,  what 
‘ benefit  could  ever  accrue  to  the  nation,  or  what  to  the  settlers 
‘ but  a present  bare  sustenance,  and  what  the  certain  conse- 
‘ quence  but  the  bequeathing  a numerous  legacy  of  orphans  to 
‘ the  care  of  providence,  since  no  period  of  time  can  be  affixed 
‘ when  such  a support  would  enable  us  to  provide  for  ourselves  ? 
‘ A second  reason  which  disables  us  to  improve  either  by  land 
‘ or  trade,  is  our  want  of  credit.  You  know  very  well  that 
‘ both  the  mercantile  and  mechanic  part  of  mankind,  live 
‘ more  by  credit  than  stock,  and  the  man  who  has  a probable 
‘ scheme  of  improving  credit,  is  naturally  entitled  to  it.  As  we 
‘ have  no  stock  further  to  dispense,  either  in  cultivation  or 
1 trade,  we  are  reduced  to  need  the  support  of  credit,  which  the 
‘ present  restrictions  of  our  legal  rights  and  titles  to  our  land 
‘ deprive  us  of.  It  is  true,  indeed,  the  trustees  have  assured 
‘ us  that  those  and  other  restrictions  are  only  temporary,  and 
‘ for  the  welfare  of  the  first  settlement,  until  a proper  body  of 
‘ laws,  which  was  upon  the  carpet,  should  be  perfected,  and  I 
‘ am  far  from  disputing  the  reasonableness  of  that  resolution, 
‘ while  either  the  public  support  or  private  stocks  kept  us  from 
‘ needing  credit,  but  that  now  the  case  is  altered,  the  neces- 
‘ sity  of  removing  those  restrictions  is  arrived,  to  preserve  the 
‘ remains  of  the  colony  not  yet  dissolved,  and  far  too  late  for 
* hundreds  whom  necessity  has  dispersed  in  other  corners  of 
‘the  world.  This  is  a truth,  sir,  too  obvious  to  need  further 
‘ enlargement. 

‘ Hence  it  is  clear,  we  can  insist  on  demanding  our  privileges 
‘ as  British  subjects,  from  the  trustees  promises,  but  we  like- 
‘ wise  claim  them  as  law,’  justice,  and  property.  Your  excel- 
‘ lency  was  pleased  in  the  court  house  of  Savannah,  to  use  a 
‘ comparison  to  satisfy  the  minds  of  the  people,  of  a man  who 
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‘ would  lend  his  horse  but  not  his  saddle,  which  one  refusing 
‘ another  accepted  of.  This,  I humbly  take  it,  no  ways  meets 
4 the  case.  The  king’s  majesty  was  owner  both  of  horse  and 
4 saddle,  of  lands  and  rights,  and  gave  us  both  in  his  charter. 

4 We  ask  but  what  is  there  given  us.  The  reliance  on  the 

* public  faith  brought  us  to  this  colony,  and  to  endeavor  to 
‘ obviate  or  disappoint  the  effects  of  those  promises  which 
4 tempted  us  here  were  to  justify  the  decoying  us  to  misery 
4 under  the  sanction  of  the  royal  authority,  than  which  nothing 
4 could  be  more  injurious  to  the  fountain  of  honor.  I shall 
4 suppose,  that  were  full  and  ample  rights  given,  that  some 
4 idle  persons  who  had  no  judgment  to  value  or  inclination  to 
4 improve  their  properties,  no  affections  for  their  families  and 
4 relations,  might  dispose  of  their  rights  for  a glass  of  rum,  but 
4 1 absolutely  deny  that  the  colony  could  lose  by  such  an 
4 exchange.  I own  such  persons  were  much  safer  if  bound  than 
4 at  liberty,  but  where  the  affection  of  the  parent  and  the  reason 
4 of  the  man  die,  the  person  is  a fitter  inhabitant  for  Moorfields 
4 than  Georgia.  I must  notice  further  that  not  only  are  parents 
4 incapable,  for  want  of  credit,  to  provide  for  themselves,  being 
4 necessitated  to  dispose  of  their  servants  for  want  of  provis- 
4 ions,  but  if  they  could,  only  their  eldest  son  could  reap  the 
4 benefit,  their  younger  children,  however  numerous,  are  left 
4 to  be  fed  by  Him  who  feeds  the  ravens,  and  if  they  have  no 
4 children  their  labor  and  substance  descends  to  strangers. 

4 How,  sir,  could  you,  or  indeed  any  free-born  spirit,  brook  such 
4 a tenor.  Are  not  our  younger  children  and  daughters  equally 
4 entitled  to  our  bowels  and  affections  ? And  does  human 
4 nature  end  with  our  first-born,  and  not  extend  itself  to  the 
‘ rest  of  our  progeny  and  more  distant  relations  ? And  is  it 
‘ not  inverting  to  the  order  of  nature  that  the  eldest  son  should 

* not  only  enjoy  a double  portion,  but  exclude  all  the  other 
4 children,  and  having  an  interest  independent  of  the  parents, 
4 how  natural  is  it  he  should  withdraw  that  obedience  and  sub- 
4 jection  which  proceeds  from  parental ' authority  and  filial 
4 dependance  ? The  trustees  are  but  a channel  to  convey  to 
4 us  the  king’s  rights,  and  cannot  in  law  or  equity,  and  I dare 
4 say,  will  not  abridge  those  rights.  Can  we  suppose  that  we 
4 are  singled  out  for  a state  of  misery  and  servitude,  and  that 
4 so  many  honorable  personages  are  instruments  of  it  ? Far 
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* be  the  thoughts  from  us.  The  genius  of  the  British  nation, 
‘ so  remarkably  zealous  for  liberty  and  the  rights  of  mankind, 
‘ will  never  suffer  British  subjects  who  have  not  fled  their 
‘ country  for  crimes,  but  voluntarily  proffered  their  service  and 
‘ risked  their  all  upon  the  confidence  of  the  public  faith  and 

* the  trustees’  honor  to  accomplish  a settlement  upon  the  most 

* dangerous  point  of  his  majesty’s  dominions;  I say,  it  will  never 
‘ allow  such  to  be  deprived  of  public  promises  of  the  natural 

* liberties  of  British  subjects.  As  we  are  on  a frontier  where 

* our  lives  and  fortunes  may  more  frequently  come  into 
‘ dispute  than  other  people’s,  our  privileges  and  supports 
‘ should  be  proportionably  greater,  for  who  would  venture 

* his  life  to  secure  no  property,  or  fight  to  secure  to 
‘ himself  poverty  and  misery ; and  no  doubt  our  cunning 
‘ and  vigilent  adversaries,  the  French  and  Spaniards,  would 

* know  how  to  make  their  own  advantage.  The  king 

* has  been  very  gracious,  and  your  endeavors  generous  and 
‘ useful,  in  procuring  a regiment  for  our  protection  ; but  let 

* me  add  a truth  equally  certain,  that  only  the  flourishing  of  the 

* colony  can  support  that  regiment,  and  not  only  the  support  of 
‘ the  soldiers,  but  your  own  honor,  glory,  and  reputation  are 

* intermixed  with  the  fate  of  the  colony,  and  must  stand  or  fall 

* with  it. 

4 To  come  closer  to  the  point,  please  to  consider  the  conse- 
‘ quences  of  refusing  the  representation  of  the  colony,  whereof 
‘ your  excellency,  as  one  of  the  honorable  board,  will  be  fur- 

* nished  with  a copy,  and  how  these  consequences  may  affect 
‘ the  colony,  the  nation,  the  trustees,  the  military  establish- 
‘ ment  in  this  province,  the  Indians,  and  your  excellency. 

1 As  to  the  colony,  the  deferring  hitherto  the  necessary 
‘ relief  has  already  too  tragically  affected  it,  by  dispersing  a 

* great  part  of  the  inhabitants  ; the  remainder,  in  a languishing 

* condition,  supported  more  with  faint  hopes  and  a continued 
‘reliance  on  the  honor  of  the  nation  and  trustees,  than 
‘ victuals,  while  want  and  meagre  famine  guard  the  door  of 
‘ many  and  render  them  equally  incapable  to  stay  or  go.  The 
‘town,  so  beautifully  situated  to  the  honor  of  the  contriver, 

‘ bearing  the  most  visible- signs  of  decay  and  mortality  before 
‘ it  is  fully  born,  and  the  once  cultivated  plantations,  now 
‘ overgrown  with  weeds  and  brush,  are  so  many  hie  jacets  of 
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« such  and  such  persons  and  families.  1 wish  it  were  possible 
‘to  draw  a veil  over  the  tragic,  scene ! But,  sir,  our  case  is 
• more  clamant  than  a thousand  tongues,  and  will  reach  the 
4 ears  and  pierce  the  heart  of  every  true  Briton.  If  such  the 
4 effects  of  delay,  what  will  the  total  dissolution  of  the  colony 
4 produce  ? Such  a body  of  miserable  people,  orphans,  and 
‘ suppliants  will  be  heard  by  the  justice  of  the  nation,  and  if  it 
4 shall  appear  that  the  too  positively  adhering  to  an  impracti- 
4 cable  scheme,  and  the  refusing  those  obvious  means  that 
4 would  answer  the  proposed  end,  or  withholding  those  just 
4 rights  which  we  are  entitled  to,  have  been  the  cause,  we 
4 should  have  right  to  recover  damages  from  the  authors  of  our 
4 miseries.  In  all  places  where  settlements  were  attempted  by 
‘the  English,  and  found  untenable,  the  settlers  were  taken 
4 home  upon  public  charge,  their  losses  recompensed,  and  they 
4 made  otherwise  useful  to  the  community  ; while  we  are 
4 neither  allowed  to  do  for  ourselves  here  or  elsewhere. 

4 As  to  the  second  point,  how  the  nation  would  be  affected  by 
4 it,  it  is  first  obvious  that  all  the  noble  ends  and  advantages  they 
‘proposed  are  lost,  and  sums  of  money  expended  to  no  purpose 
4 but  to  inform  the  French  and  Spaniards  of  the  importance  of 
4 a pass  which  they  would  not  fail  to  possess.  It  were  impos- 
4 sible  to  make  a second  settlement  upon  the  present  plan,  and 
4 if  it  is  to  be  altered  in  the  favors  of  others,  why  not  of  us 
4 who  have  risked  and  spent  our  all  in  the  adventure  ? How 
4 the  trustees  may  be  affected  by  it  in  all  respects,  I shall  not 
‘say;  a parliamentary  enquiry  into  their  management,  I no 
4 ways  question  but  they  could  entirely  satisfy ; but  all  good 
4 men  will  regret  that  so  honorable  a body  should  lose  that 
4 glory  and  fame  which  the  prosperous  success  of  the  colony 
4 would  have  crowned  them  with.  I have  formerly  asserted 
4 that  only  the  flourishing  state  of  the  colony  can  support  the 
4 military,  and  indeed,  without  a colony,  it  were  easier  to 
4 maintain  a garrison  in  Tangier  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  than  in 
4 the  south  of  Georgia.  One  regiment  would  little  suffice  to 
4 withstand  the  enemy  ; and  yet  so  small  an  handful  may  be 
‘reduced  to  discontent,  straits,  and  wants,  notwithstanding  all 
‘the  bounty  of  a king  or  prudence  of  a general.  As  to  the 
‘ Indians,  what  could  we  expect  less  than  being  scorned  and 
4 despised ; that  they  should  immediately  fall  in  with  the 
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4 tempting  proffers  of  the  French  and  Spaniards,  and  so  Great 
‘Britain  be  cut  off  from  that  valuable  branch  of  the  Indian 
‘ trade  ? For  how  indeed  could  they  expect  execution  of 
‘ treaties  or  protection  from  people  who,  without  the  force  of 
‘ any  enemy,  could  not  preserve  their  own  schemes  of  govern- 
‘ ment  from  falling  to  pieces  ? How  the  tragedy  must  affect 
‘ your  excellency  would  be  presumption  in  me  to  determine. 
‘ I only  know  that  to  see  those  you  honor  with  the  name  of 
‘children,  in  want  and  misery;  that  settlement  that  should 
‘ have  perpetuated  your  name  to  posterity  with  the  greatest 
‘ honor,  become  the  foil  of  all  your  great  undertakings,  and 
‘ the  expectations  of  all  the  world,  from  your  promising  endeav- 
‘vors,  setting  in  a cloud  and  obscurity,  must  affect,  your 
‘ excellency  in  a way  suitable  to  your  humane  and  generous 
‘ disposition. 

‘ Sir,  we  still  honor,  love,  and  respect  you,  whatever  low, 

* selfish-minded  persons,  the  bane  of  society,  may  surmise  to 

* the  contrary,  and  will  continue  to  do  so  while  we  can  have  any 
‘ hopes  of  your  pursuing  measures  consistent  with  our  prosperity. 
‘ But,  sir,  smiles  cannot  be  expected  amidst  disappointments 
‘ and  wants,  and  there  is  no  altering  the  course  of  nature.  Love 

* and  gratitude  are  the  tribute  of  favors  and  protection,  and 
‘ resentment  the  consequence  of  injuries  received  ; and  in  dis- 
‘ appointments  of  this  nature,  much  more  reasonably  than  in 
‘ those  of  love,  do  the  contrary  passions  take  place  in  the  same 
‘degree.  What  then  remains,  but  that  you  embrace  those 
‘ obvious  measures  that  will  retrieve  our  desperate  affairs ; 
‘ restore  to  us,  in  Mr.  Oglethorpe,  our  father  and  protector, 
‘ whose  honor  and  affection  were  depended  upon  ; secure  to 
‘ yourself  a society  that  loves  and  honors  you,  and  who  will 
‘ always  be  ready  to  sacrifice  both  life  and  fortune  to  your  honor 
‘and  protection  and  your  name  with  blessings  will  be  perpetu- 
‘ ated.  If  in  this  I have,  by  a sincere  and  well-meant  freedom, 
‘given  offense,  I heartily  ask  pardon;  none  was  intended. 
‘ And  l only  request,  that,  while  truth  keeps  the  stage,  the 
‘ author  may  be  allowed  to  remain  incog,  behind  the- scenes. 

I am,  sir,  your,  etc., 

The  Plain-Dealer. 
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This  year  there  was  promised  a bounty  of  two  shillings 
sterling  on  every  bushel  of  corn,  and  one  shilling  on  every 
bushel  of  peas  and  potatoes  raised  in  the  county  of  Savanah.. 
This  induced  some  to  plant,  but  they  were  miserably  deceived, 
for  few  or  none  of  them  ever  received  their  full  bounty,  and 
not  many  any  part  thereof,  although  if  they  had  received  it 
twice  over  it  could  not  have  answered  the  end.  People  being 
thus,  by  a chain  of  disappointments  and  miseries,  most  of  them 
rendered  incapable  to  subsist,  and  toward  the  end  of  summer, 
beginning  to  dispair  of  having  any  favorable  answer  to  their 
representation  or  hopes  of  redress,  left  the  colony  faster  than 
ever ; and  when  the  answer,  or  rather  denial,  came  over,  they 
went  in  such  numbers  that  the  whole  province  of  South  Caro- 
lina was  overspread  with  them,  and  in  and  about  the  town  of 
Charles-town  alone,  this  autumn,  above  fifty  Georgians  died 
in  misery  and  want,  most  of  whom  were  buried  at  the  public 
charge. 

In  September  a printed  paper  entitled,  “ An  answer  to  the 
Representation,  etc.,”  was  sent  over  and  arrived  at  Savannah, 
and  of  which  this  is  an  exact  copy. 

“ The  answer  of  the  Trustees  for  establishing  the  colony  of  Georgia 
‘ in  America , to  the  representation  from  the  inhabitants  of 
‘ Savannah  the  gth  day  of  December,  1738,  for  altering  the 
‘ tenure  of  the  lands  and  introducing  negroes  into  Georgia. 

* To  the  magistrates  of  the  town  of  Savannah,  in  the  province  of 

* Georgia. 

‘T'HE  trustees  for  establishing  the  colony  of  Georgia  in 
1 ‘ America,  have  received  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Benjamin 

‘ Ball,  of  London,  merchant,  an  attested  copy  of  a representa- 
tion, signed  by  you  the  magistrates,  and  many  of  the  inhabi- 

* tants  of  Savannah,  on  the  9th  of  December  last,  for  altering 

* the  tenure  of  the  lands  and  introducing  negroes  into  the 
‘ province,  transmitted  from  thence  by  Mr.  Robert  Williams. 

‘The  trustees  are  not  surprised  to  find  unwary  people 
‘ drawn  in  by  crafty  men  to  join  in  a design  of  extorting  by 
‘ clamor  from  the  trustees  an  alteration  in  the  fundamental 

* laws,  framed  for  the  preservation  of  the  people  from  those 
‘ very  designs. 
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‘ But  the  trustees  cannot  but  express  their  astonishment 
4 that  you,  the  magistrates,  appointed  by  them  to  be  guardians 
4 of  the  people  by  putting  those  laws  in  execution  should  so  far 
4 forget  your  duty  as  to  put  yourselves  at  the  head  of  this 
4 attempt. 

* However,  they  direct  you  to  give  the  complainants  this 
4 answer  from  the  trustees,  that  they  should  deem  themselves 
4 very  unfit  for  the  trust  reposed  in  them  by  his  majesty  on 
4 their  behalf,  if  they  could  be  prevailed  upon  by  such  an 
4 irrational  attempt  to  give  up  a constitution  framed  with  the 
4 greatest  caution  for  the  preservation  of  liberty  and  property ; 
4 and  of  which  the  laws  against  the  use  of  slaves  and  for  the 
4 entail  of  lands  are  the  surest  foundations. 

4 And  the  trustees  are  the  more  confirmed  in  their  opinion 
4 of  the  unreasonableness  of  this  demand  that  they  have 
4 received  petitions  from  the  Darien  and  other  parts  of  the  pro- 
4 vince,  representing  the  inconvenience  and  danger  which  must 
4 arise  to  the  good  people  of  the  province  from  the  introduction 
4 of  negroes.  And  as  the  trustees  themselves  are  fully  con- 
4 vinced  that  besides  the  hazard  attending  that  introduction  it 
4 would  destroy  all  industry  among  the  white  inhabitants;  and 
4 that  by  giving  them  a power  to  alien  their  lands  the  colony 
4 would  soon  be  too  like  its  neighbors,  void  of  white  inhabitants, 
4 filled  with  blacks,  and  reduced  to  be  the  precarious  property 
4 of  a few,  equally  exposed  to  domestic  treachery  and  foreign 
4 invasion  ; and  therefore  the  trustees  cannot  be  supposed  to 
4 be  in  any  disposition  of  granting  this  request ; and  if  they 
4 have  not  before  this  signified  their  dislike  of  it  this  delay  is  to 
4 be  imputed  to  no  other  motives  but  the  hopes  they  had  con- 
4 ceived  that  time  and  experience  would  bring  the  complainants 
4 to  a better  mind.  And  the  trustees  readily  join  issue  with 
4 them  in  their  appeal  to  posterity,  who  shall  judge  between 
4 them  who  were  their  best  friends  ; those  who  endeavored  to 
4 preserve  for  them  a property  in  .their  lands  by  tying  up  the 
4 hands  of  their  unthrifty  progenitors ; or  they  who  wanted  a 
4 power  to  mortgage  or  alien  them.  Who  were  the  best  friends 
4 to  the  colony,  those  who  with  great  labor  and  cost  had  endeav- 
, ored  to  form  a colony  of  his  majesty’s  subjects  and  persecuted 
‘ Protestants  from  other  parts  of  Europe,  had  placed  them  on  a 
4 fruitful  soil,  and  strove  to  secure  them  in  their  possessions  by 


' 


59 


‘those  arts  which  naturally  tend  to  keep  the  colony  full  of 
‘ useful  and  industrious  people,  capable  both  to  cultivate 
4 and  defend  it ; or  those,  who,  to  gratify  the  greedy  and 
4 ambitious  views  of  a few  negro  merchants,  would  put  it  into 
‘ their  power  to  become  sole  owners  of  the  province  by  intro- 
‘ ducing  their  baneful  commodity,  which,  it  is  well  known  by 
‘ sad  experience,  has  brought  our  neighbor  colonies  to  the  brink 
‘ of  ruin  by  driving  out  their  white  inhabitants,  who  were  their 
‘ glory  and  strength,  to  make  room  for  black,  who  are  now 
4 become  the  terror  of  their  unadvised  masters. 

4 Signed  by  order  of  the  trustees,  this  twentieth  day  of 
‘ June,  1739. 

‘BENJ.  MARTYN, 

4 Secretary.” 

We  shall  not  in  this  place  detain  the  reader  to  show  the 
absurdity  and  insufficiency  of  the  reasons  made  use  of  in  the 
above  paper,  or  how  improperly  it  is  called  an  answer  to  the 
representatives,  but  refer  them  to  the  whole  tenor  of  this  nar- 
rative. With  this  paper  came  over  new  commissions  for 
magistrates;  viz.,  Messrs.  Thomas  Christie,  first;  John  Fal- 
lowfield,  second,  and  Thomas  Jones,  third,  bailiffs;  and  Mr. 
William  Williamson,  recorder  ; and,  as  if  the  inhabitants-  had 
not  been  sufficiently  punished  before  by  the  arbitrary  govern- 
ment of  Causton,  the  two  offices  of  storekeeper  and  magistrate 
were  again  joined  in  one  person,  which  infallibly  renders  him 
(whoever  he  is)  absolute  in  Savannah  ; and  indeed,  if  the 
miseries  and  hardships  of  the  people  could  have  received  any 
addition,  they  must  have  done  so  from  the  person  appointed  to 
execute  those  offices  ; namely,  Mr.  Thomas  Jones,  third  bailiff, 
as  before  mentioned,  who  surpassed  Mr.  Causton  in  everything 
that  was  bad,  without  having  any  one  of  his  good  qualifi- 
cations ; and,  that  he  might  the  more  easily  govern  at  pleasure, 
Mr.  Oglethorpe  thought  proper  to  supersede  the  commissions 
of  Messrs.  Thomas  Christie  and  William  Williamson,  and  con- 
tinued Mr.  Henry  Parker  as  first  magistrate,  being  sure  he  was 
a person  that  would  always  be  in  the  interest  of  whoever  was 
storekeeper,  and  having  no  other  magistrate  to  cope  with  but 
Mr.  Fallowfield,  they  were  certain  of  overruling  him,  though 
his  sentiments  were  never  so  just;  and  when  the  General 
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heard  that  some  people  justly  complained  that  the1  trustees’ 
commissions  were  of  none  effect,  he  threatened  an  armed  force 
if  they  refused  to  comply. 

William  Stephens,  Esq.,  Messrs.  Thomas  Christie,  and 
Thomas  Jones  were  likewise  appointed  to  inspect  into  Caus- 
ton’s  accounts,  but  Christie  was  altogether  rejected  by  the 
other  two ; nor  did  they  ever  do  anything  to  the  purpose, 
indeed,  Jones  would  sometimes  hector  and  domineer  over 
Causton,  in  as  haughty  a manner  as  ever  he  had  formerly 
done  over  the  meanest  person  in  Savannah. 

Although  the  trustees  say  in  their  answer  to  the  represen- 
tation, that  they  should  think  themselves  very  unfit  for  the 
trust  reposed  in  them  should  they,  by  an  irrational  attempt, 
alter  the  entail  of  lands,  yet  not  one  month  after  we  had 
received  the  aforesaid  answer,  over  comes  the  following 
paper;  viz., 

44  The  resolutions  of  the  Trustees  for  establishing  the  Colony  of 
4 Georgia  in  America,  in  Common  Council  assembled  this 
4 twenty-eighth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1739; 
4 relating  to  the  Grants  and  Tenure  of  Lands  within  the 
4 said  Colony. 

* \A7HEREAS,  the  common  council  of  the  said  trustees,  as- 
’ ’ 4 sembled  for  that  purpose,  in  the  name  of  the  corpora- 

4 tion  of  the  said  trustees,  and  under  their  common  seal,  have,  in 
4 pursuance  of  his  majesty’s  most  gracious  letters  patent,  and 
4 in  execution  of  the  trusts  thereby  reposed  in  them,  granted 
4 and  conveyed  divers  portions  of  the  lands,  tenements,  and 
4 hereditaments,  in  the  said  letters  patent  mentioned,  to  many 
4 of  his  majesty’s  loving  subjects,  natural  born,  and  denizens, 
4 and  others  willing  to  become  his  subjects  and  to  live  under 
4 allegiance  to  his  majesty  in  the  said  colony,  to  hold  to  them 
4 respectively,  and  to  the  heirs  male  of  their  respective  bodies, 
4 lawfully  begotten,  or  to  be  begotten,  under  the  several  rents, 
4 reservations,  conditions,  and  provisos  therein  contained;  and 
4 whereas,  it  hath  been  represented  to  the  said  trustees  that 
4 many  of  the  persons  to  whom  such  grants  have  been  made 
‘have  no  issue  male  of  their  respective  bodies,  and  that  an 
4 alteration  in  the  grants  and  tenure  of  the  said  lands  upon 
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4 failure  of  such  issue,  and  likewise  a known  certain  provision 
‘ for  the  widows  of  tenants  in  tail  male,  would  not  only  en- 
‘ courage  all  such  persons  cheerfully  to  go  on  with  their  several 
4 improvements,  but  also  be  an  inducement  and  means  of  invit- 
4 ing  divers  other  persons  to  resort  to  and  settle,  in  said  colony, 

4 and  greatly  tend  to  the  cultivation  of  the  lands,  the  increase 
4 of  the  people,  and  the  defence,  strength,  and  security  of  the 
4 said  colony,  which  the  said  trustees  most  earnestly  desire  to 
4 promote  as  far  as  in  them  lies.  It  is  therefore  this  day  unani- 
4 mously  resolved  by  the  common  council  of  the  said  corpora- 
4 tion,  assembled  for  that  purpose,  that  the  grants  of  lands  or 
4 tenements  within  the  said  colony  heretofore  made  and  here- 
4 after  to  be  made  by  the  said  trustees  to  any  person  or  persons 
4 whatsoever,  shall  be  altered,  made,  and  established  in  manner 
4 and  form  following,  that  is  to  say,  that 

4 If  tenants  in  tail  male  of  lands  or  tenements  in  the  said 
4 colony  not  having  done  or  suffered  any  act,  matter,  or  thing 
4 whereby  his  estate  therein  may  be  forfeited  or  determined, 

4 shall  happen  to  die,  leaving  a widow  and  one  or  more  child  or 
4 children,  that  then,  and  in  such  case,  the  widow  of  such  tenant 
4 shall  hold  and  enjoy  the  dwelling  house  and  garden  (if  any 
4 such  there  be),  and  one  moiety  of  such  lands  and  tenements 
4 for  and  during  the  term  of  her  life  ; the  said  moiety  to  be  set 
4 out  and  divided,  in  case  the  parties  interested  therein  do  not 
4 agree  within  the  space  of  three  months,  by  the  magistrates  of 
4 the  town  court  in  Georgia  nearest  thereunto,  or  any  one  of. 
4 them.  And  in  case  such  division  be  made  by  one  of  such 
4 magistrates  only,  then  any  person  or  persons  finding  him,  her, 

4 or  themselves  aggrieved  thereby,  may,  within  the  space  of 
4 three  months,  appeal  to  the  other  three  magistrates  of  the 
4 said  town  court,  whose  determination  thereof  shall  be  final. 

4 And  if  such  tenant  shall  happen  to  die,  leaving  only  a widow 
4 and  no  child  or  children,  then  that  such  widow  shall  hold  and 
4 enjoy  the  said  dwelling  house,  garden,  and  all  such  lands  and 
4 tenements  for,  and  during  the  term  of  her  life.  And  in  case 
4 the  widow  of  any  such  tenant,  whether  he  die  without  issue 
4 by  her  or  not,  shall  marry  again  after  his  decease,  then  such 
4 person  to  whom  she  shall  be  so  married  shall,  within  the  space 
4 of  twelve  months  after  such  marriage,  give  security  to  the  said 
‘trustees  and  their  successors,  whether  personal,  or  otherwise, 
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4 agreeable  to  such  instructions  as  shall  be  given  by  the  common 
‘ council  of  the.  said  trustees,  for  maintaining  and  keeping  in 
‘ repair,  during  such  marriage,  the  said  dwelling  house,  garden, 
‘and  other. the  premises  to  which  she  shall  be  so  entitled  in 
‘ right  of  her  former  husband  ; and  if  such  security  shall  not 
‘ be  given  in  manner  aforesaid  within  the  space  of  twelve 
‘ months  after  such  marriage,  that  then,  and  in  such  case,  the 
‘ provision  hereby  made,  or  intended  to  be  made  for  the  benefit 
‘ of  such  widow,  shall  cease,  determine,  and  be  absolutely  void 
‘ to  all  intents  and  purposes,  and  the  said  dwelling  house,  and 
‘ garden,  and  all  and  singular  the  premises,  shall  be  and  enure 
‘ to  such  child  or  children,  or  to  such  other  person  or  persons 
‘ who  would  be  entitled  to  the  same,  in  case  the  said  widow  was 
‘ naturally  dead. 

4 And  if  tenant  in  tail  male  of  lands  or  tenements  in  the  said 
4 colony,  not  having  done  or  suffered  any  act,  matter,  or  thing 
* whereby  his  or  her  estate  therein  may  be  forfeited  or  deter- 
4 mined,  shall  happen  to  die,  leaving  one  or  more  daughter  or 
4 daughters,  and  no  issue  male,  then  that  such  lands  and  tene- 
4 ments,  if  not  exceeding  eighty  acres,  shall  be  holden  in  tail 
4 male  by  any  one  of  the  daughters  of  such  tenant ; and  if 
4 exceeding  eighty  acres,  by  any  one  or  more  of  the  daughters 
4 of  such  tenant  in  tail  male,  as  such  tenant  shall  by  his  or  her 
4 last  will  and  testament  in  writing  duly  executed  in  the  presence 
4 of  three  or  more  credible  witnesses,  direct  and  appoint ; and 
4 in  default  of  such  direction  or  appointment,  then  that  such 
4 lands  and  tenements  sffriTl  be  holden  in  tail  male  by  the  eldest 
4 of  such  daughters,  and  in  default  of  issue  male  and  female, 
4 either  born  in  the  lifetime  of  such  tenant  in  tail  male,  or  within 
4 nine  months  after  his  decease,  then  that,  such  lands  and  tene- 
4 ments,  if  not  exceeding  eighty  acres,  shall  be  holden  in  tail 
4 male  by  any  one  such  person,  and  if  exceeding  eighty  acres, 
4 by  any  one  or  more  such  person  or  persons,  as  such  tenant 
4 in  tail  male  by  his  or  her  last  will  and  testament  in  writings 
4 executed  as  aforesaid,  shall  direct  and  appoint,  and  in  default 
4 of  such  direction  or  appointment,  then  that  such  lands  and 
4 tenements  shall  be  holden  in  tail  male  by  the  heir  at  law  of 
‘such  tenant,  subject  nevertheless,  in  all  and  every  the  said 
4 cases,  to  such  right  of  the  widow  (if  any)  as  aforesaid', 
4 provided  that  such  daughter  or  daughters  and  all  and  every 
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‘ such-person  ‘or  persons  so  entitled  to  hold  and  enjoy  any  such 
4 lands  and  tenements  do,  within  the  space  of  twelve  months 
4 after  the  death  of  such  tenant,  personally  appear,  if  residing 
4 in  America,  and  claim  the  same  in  any  of  the  town  courts  in 
4 Georgia,  and  if  residing  out  of  America,  then  within  the  space 
4 of  eighteen  months  next  after  the  death  of  such  tenant.  And 
4 provided  also,  that  no  such  devise  or  appointment  shall  be 
4 made  by.  any  such  tenant  of  lands  exceeding  eighty  acres 
4 in  any  lesser  or  smaller  portion  or  parcel  than  fifty  acres  to 
4 any  one  daughter,  or  other  person.  And  that  no  daughter  or 
4 other  person  shall  be  capable  of  enjoying  any  devise  which 
4 may  thereby  increase  his  or  her  former  possession  of  lands 
4 within  the  said  colony  to  more  than  five  hundred  acres,  but 
4 such  devise  to  be  void,  and  the  lands  thereby  given,  to  descend 
4 in  such  manner  as  if  no  such  devise  had  been  made.  And  in 
4 default  of  such  appearance  and  claim  as  aforesaid,  that  all  and 
4 singular  the  said  lands  and  tenements  shall  be  and  remain  to 

* the  said  trustees  and  their  successors  forever.  Provided  also, 
4 that  all  and  every  such  estates  hereby  created  or  intended  to 
4 be  created,  shall  be  subject  and  liable  to  the  several  rents, 

* reservations,  provisos,  and  conditions  as  in  the  original  grants 
‘ thereof  are  particularly  mentioned  and  contained,  save  and 
‘ except  so  much  thereof  as  is  hereby  altered,  or  intended  to  be 

* altered,  in  case  of  failure  of  issue  male,  and  the  provision 
‘ hereby  made,  or  intended  to  be  made,  for  widows. 

* And  that  in  every  grant  hereafter  to  be  made  by  the  said 
‘ trustees  or  their  successors,  of  any  lands  or  tenements  in  the 
‘ said  colony,  all  and  every  grantee  therein  named,  not  doing 
‘ or  suffering  any  act,  matter,  or  thing  whereby  his  or  her  estate 
‘ therein  may  be  forfeited  or  determined,  shall  have  good  right, 
‘ full  power,  and  lawful  authority  to  give  and  devise  the  same 
‘ by  his  or  her  last  will  and  testament  in  writing,  duly  executed 
‘ in  the  presence  of  three  or  more  credible  witnesses,  in  manner 

* and  form  following,  that  is  to  say,  every  grantee  of  lands 
‘ not  exceeding  eighty  acres,  to  any  one  son  or  any  one  daughter 
‘ in  tail  male,  and  every  grantee  of  lands  exceeding  eighty 
4 acres,  the  whole,  or  any  part  thereof,  but  not  in  lesser  lots  or 
‘ portions  than  fifty  acres  to  any  one  devisee,  to  his  or  her  son 
‘ or  sons,  daughter  or  daughters,  in  tail  male,  and  in  default  of 
1 such  devise  as  aforesaid,  then  that  such  lands  and  tenements 
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‘ shall  descend  to  the  eldest  son  in  tail  male  ; and  in  default  of 
4 issue  male,  to  the  eldest  daughter  in  tail  male,  and  in  default 
‘of  issue  male  and  female,  then  that  such  lands  and  tenements 
4 shall  be  holden  in  tail  male,  if  not  exceeding  eighty  acres,  by 
4 any  one  such  person,  and  if  exceeding  eighty  acres,  by  any 
4 one  or  more  such  person  or  persons,  but  not  in  any  smaller 
4 lot  or  portion  than  fifty  acres  to  any  one  person  as  such  grantee 
4 shall  by  his  or  her  last  will  and  testament  in  writing,  executed 
4 as  aforesaid,  direct  and  appoint,  and  in  default  of  such  direc- 
tion or  appointment,  then  that  such  lands  and  tenements  shall 
4 be  holden  in  tail  male  by  the  heir-at-law  by  such  grantee, 

4 subject,  nevertheless,  to  such  right  of  the  widow  (if  any) 
4 as  aforesaid,  provided,  always,  that  no  son,  daughter  or  other 
4 person  shall  be  capable  of  enjoying  any  devise  which  may 
4 thereby  increase  his  or  her  former  possession  of  land  within 
4 the  said  colony  to  more  than  five  hundred  acres  ; but  such 
4 devise  to  be  void,  and  the  lands  thereby  given  to  descend  in 
4 such  manner  as  if  no  such  devise  had  been  made.  Provided 
4 also,  that  such  son  or  sons,  daughter  or  daughters,  and  all  and 
4 every  such  person  or  persons  entitled  to  hold  and  enjoy  any 
4 such  lands  and  tenements,  do,  within  the  space  of  twelve 
4 months  after  the  death  of  such  grantee,  or  of  those  under 
4 whom  they  claim,  personally  appear,  if  residing  in  America, 
4 and  claim  the  same  in  any  of  the  town  courts  in  Georgia,  and 
4 if  residing  out  of  America,  then  within  the  space  of  eighteen 
4 months  next  after  such  death,  and  in  default  of  such  appear- 
4 ance  and  claim  as  aforesaid,  that  all  and  singular  the  said 
4 lands  and  tenements  shall  be  and  remain  to  the  said  trustees 
4 and  their  successors  forever.  And  provided,  also,  that,  all 
4 and  every  such  estates  shall  be  subject  and  liable  to  the  like 
4 rents,  reservations,  provisos,  and  conditions  as  in  the  former 
4 grants  of  lands  heretofore  made,  save  and  except  so  much 
4 thereof  as  is  hereby  altered,  or  intended  to  be  altered,  upon 
4 the  failure  of  issue  male. 

4 And  it  is  hereby  required  that  public  notice  of  these  reso- 
4 lutions  be  forthwith  given  by  the  magistrates  of  the  respective 
4 town  courts  in  Georgia,  and  also  by  the  secretary  of  the  said 
4 trustees  in  London,  that  all  and  every  the  grantees  of  lands 
4 or  tenements  within  the  said  colony  may  enter  their  respective 
4 claims  either  at  the  Georgia  office,  near  Old  Palace  Yard  in 
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• Westminster,  or  in  any  of  the  town  courts  in  Georgia,  within 

• the  space  of  twelve  months  from  the  date  hereof,  to  the  end 

• that  they  may  receive  the  benefits  hereby  intended,  and  that 

• proper  grants  and  conveyances  in  the  law  may  be  forthwith 
4 prepared  and  executed  for  that  purpose.  And  it  is  hereby 
4 expressly  declared  that  no  fee  or  reward  shall  be  taken  for 
4 the  entering  of  any  such  claim,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  any 
4 person  or  persons  whatsoever. 

‘ Signed  by  order  of  the  said  Common  Council. 

‘ Benjamin  Martyn,  Secretary.” 

We  believe  this  paper  will  perplex  most  people  who  have 
not  thoroughly  studied  the  law,  to  make  sense  of  it,  and  as 
there  were  no  lawyers  in  Georgia,  it  would  seem  as  if  it  had 
been  sent  over  with  no  other  end  than  that  it  should  not  be 
understood,  and  indeedit  rather  tended  to  add  to  the  confusions 
in  the  colony  than  to  promote  the  benefit  of  it.  We  can  only 
assure  the  reader  that  it  had  no  good  effect  in  Georgia,  and  that 
it  was  kept  up  there  as  much  as  possible  from  the  people,  only 
a fictitious  abridgment  thereof  with  the  same  title  and  the  same 
way  signed,  being  publicly  exhibited  in  writing;  but  this  was 
a needless  caution,  for  not  one  in  twenty  of  them  would  have 
understood  any  one  paragraph  of  it.  In  October,  1739,  the 
General  issues  out  his  proclamation  for  granting  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisals,  and  the  inhabitants  being  called  together 
in  the  court  house,  he  there  makes  them  a very  elaborate 
speech,  and,  amongst  other  things,  tells  them  that  he  was 
designed  against  St.  Augustine,  and  if  he  did  not  take  it,  he 
would  leave  his  bones  before  the  walls  thereof  ; but  he  is  now 
at  Frederica,  and,  as  we  have  too  much  reason  to  believe,  this 
castle  is  still  in  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards.  A little  after  this 
we  had  another  instance  how  much  our  benefactors  had  our 
interest  and  welfare  at  heart,  for  at  this  time  it  was  given  out 
that  all  the  cattle  that  were  unmarked  belonged  to  the  trustees 
as  lords  of  the  manor,  and  orders  were  given  that  they  should 
be  marked  accordingly,-  but  people  strenously  insisting  to  the 
contrary,  the  design  was  dropped  for  that  time.  On  the  fourth 
of  November  Mr.  Oglethorpe  departed  from  Savannah,  and  he 
now  seems  to  have  entirely  forgot  it,  and  it  is  certain  that  ever 
-ince  the  affair  of  the  representation,  according  to  his  own 
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words,  the  very  name  of  the  place  is  become  hateful  to  him,  as 
are  all  those  who  he  thought  were  ring-leaders  in  that  affair, 
some  of  whom  he  endeavored  to  threaten  and  bribe  to  a recan- 
tation, but  to  little  purpose,  two  or  three  being  the  most,  to  the 
best  of  our  knowledge,  that  he  could  gain,  and  even  those,  we 
believe,  never  gave  anything  under  their  hands.  One  flagrant 
instance  of  the  indirect  practices  he  used  to  draw  people  into 
his  measures  was  as  follows  : *In  summer,  1739,  when  it  was 

thought  the  representation  would  have  succeeded,  Messrs. 
Grant,  Douglass,  Stirling,  and  Bailie,  who  had  been  old  settlers 
in  the  colony,  and  who  had  in  a manner  ruined  themselves, 
as  others  had  done,  either  by  planting  or  building,  wrote  to  the 
trustees  for  an  island,  and  at  the  same  time  applied  to  Mr. 
Oglethorpe  for  it ; he  appeared  mighty  glad  at  their  resolution, 
and  told  them,  that  if  they  would  agree  to  what  he  had  to 
propose,  the  granting  of  an  island  should  be  nothing  in  respect 
to  what  he  would  do  for  them.  They  told  him  they  would  do 
anything  that  was  consistent  with  their  knowledge  and  con- 
science. Then  they  were  dismissed,  and  the  next  day  they 
were  to  know  his  mind  ; that  being  come  two  of  his  emissaries 
were  sent  separately  with  proposals,  which  they  afterwards 
wrote  in  order  to  be  signed,  but  refused  a copy  thereof.  These 
proposals  were  to  the  following  effect,  viz. : To  acknowledge 

they  were  in  the  wrong  for  having  any  hand  in  the  making  or 
signing  the  representation,  to  ask  the  General’s  pardon  for  so 
doing,  and  to  assert  that  they  believed  the  colony  might  flourish 
according  to  the  then  present  constitution.  These  things  com- 
plied with,  they  should  have  what  money  they  were  pleased  to 
ask  for,  with  horses, 'cattle,  and  everything  else  they  wanted, 
together  with  the  General’s  perpetual  friendship  and  assistance. 
If  not  complied  with,  they  might  expect  nothing  but  his  highest 
resentment.  They  answered,  that  they  never  expected,  nor 
did  they  think  they  ever  asked  for  any  favors  from  the  Gen- 
eral, and  as  for  his  resentment,  they  believed  they  had  already 
felt  the  utmost  of  it.  In  whatever  shape  the  General  wrote 
home  of  this  affair  is  not  known,  but,  however,  from  what  he 
wrote  the  trustees  thought  fit,  at  first,  positively  to  deny  their' 
request,  in  a letter  which  came  to  their  hands  in  July,  1740, 
of  which  this  is  an  exact  copy  : 


♦There  are  particular  affidavits  to  prove  this  whole  affair. 
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“ To  Messrs.  Grant,  Douglass,  and  Bailie , at  Savannah,  in 
4 Georgia. 


4 Gentlemen  : 

HE  trustees  for  establishing  the  colony  of  Georgia  have 


‘ received  and  read  your  letter  of  May  26,  1739,  by  which 
‘they  find  you  have  abandoned  your  settlements  upon  the 

* Ogeeche  river,  for  the  following  reasons  : Because  you  are 

4 not  allowed  to  have  black  servants  to  cultivate  your  lands, 

4 and  because  you  disliked  the  tenure  of  your  grants. 

4 As  to  the  first,  you  must  have  seen  by  the  trustees’  answer 
4 to  the  representation  of  some  of  the  people,  that  they  cannot, 

4 and  will  not  break  into  the  constitution  of  the  province  by 
4 such  an  introduction  of  slavery  in  blacks,  and  that  upon  the 
4 most  mature  deliberation,  and  for  the  strongest  reasons,  which 
4 indeed  are  obvious  to  every  considering  man,  and  which  they 
4 are  confirmed  in  by  the  danger  which  has  lately  threatened 
4 South  Carolina  by  the  insurrection  of  negroes,  and  would  be 
4 more  imminent  in  Georgia,  it  being  a frontier. 

4 As  to  the  last,  relating  to  the  tenure  of  lands,  the  trustees 
4 suppose  you  may  have  seen  the  alteration  which  they  have 
4 made  since  the  writing  of  your  letter,  and  they  have  no  doubt 
4 but  you  are  satisfied  therewith,  as  the  rest  of  the  colony  are. 

4 The  trustees  have  likewise  received  and  considered  your 
4 petition  to  General  Oglethorpe  for  a settlement  on  Wilming- 
1 ton  island,  and  his  answers  thereto,  which  they  think  are  of 
‘ great  force,  and  therefore  they  cannot  make  you  a grant  there, 
4 but  hope  you  will  go  on  improving  your  settlements  on  the 
4 Ogeeche  river,  which  they  perceive  by  your  letter  May  26th, 

* that  you  had  made  a great  progress  in. 

4 1 am,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servant, 

4 BENJ.  Martyn, 

4 Secretary.” 


‘Georgia  Office,  March  25,  1740. 
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To  this  they  returned  the  following  answer : 

" To  the  honorable  the  trustees  for  establishing  the  colony  of 
' ‘Georgia  in-  America,  at  their  office  near  Old  Palace  Yard, 

‘ Westminster.- 

‘ Honorable  gentlemen : 


E have  received  a letter  signed  by  your  secretary,  of  the 


1 25th  March  last,  owning  the  receipt  of  ours  to  the  trus- 
tees for  establishing  the  Colony  of  Georgia,  dated- the  26th 

* May,  1739,  in  which  we  set  forth  the  expense  we  had  been  at 
‘ in  prosecuting  our  settlement  on  the  Ogeeche  river,  together 

* with  the  impossibility  of  carrying  on  any  settlement  with 
‘ success  in  this  colony,  according  to  the  present  constitution, 

* as  an  additional  confirmation  of  which  we  then  presented  your 
1 honors  with  an  account  current,  carried  on  from  the  com- 
‘ mencement  of  our  settlement  on  the  Ogeeche,  and  continued 

* till  we  were  drove  thence  by  the  strongest  appearances  of 

* destruction,  arising  from  the  having  expended  our  all  in  the 

* strenuous  prosecution  of  an  impracticable  scheme;  and  here 

* we  must  beg  leave  to  observe  that  it  appears  to  us  you  have 

* neither  considered  our  letter  or  account,  otherwise  you  never 
‘ would  have  advised  us  to  return  to  a place  on  which  we  have 

* already  in  vain  consumed  so  much  time  and  money. 

‘ We  have  seen  and  seriously  considered  every  paragraph 

* of  a printed  paper,  entitled : ‘ The  answer  of  the  Trustees  for 
‘ establishing  the  Colony  of  Georgia,  in  America,  to  the  repre- 
sentation from  the  inhabitants  of  Savannah,’ which  in  our 
4 humble  opinion  is  no  answer  at  all,  but  rather  an  absolute 
4 refusal  of  demands  to  which  we  are  legally  entitled,  under  the 
4 specious  pretenses  of  guardianship  and  fatherly  care,  without 
‘ having  answered  • one  sentence,  or  confuted  by  strength  of 
4 argument  any  part  of  our  assertions. 

4 Because  our  neighboring  province  (of  which  you  are  pleased 
4 to  take  notice)  has  by  an  introduction  of  too  great  numbers 

* abused  the  use  of  negroes,  or  because  an  undoubted  property 

* in  our  land  possessions  might  prove  detrimental  or  hurtful  to. 
4 idle,  profligate,  or  abandoned  people,  it-does  not  at  all  follow 
‘ that  we  should  be  debarred  the  use  of  negroes  for  the  field, 

1 or  the  more  laborious  parts  of  culture,  under  prudent  limita- 
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< tions,  or  that  sober  and  virtuous  men  should  be  deprived  of 
‘ just  titles  to  their  properties. 

« We  are  surprised  that  your  honors  mention  the  representa- 
4 tions  of  the  people  of  the  Darien  as  a confirmation  of  the 
4 unreasonableness  of  our  demands,  for  did  your  honors  know 
4 the  motives  by  which  these  people  were  induced  to  present 
4 you  with  one  or  more  petitions  contradictory  to  our  represen- 
4 tation,  the  welfare  of  the  colony,  and  their  own  consciences, 

4 we  are  persuaded  you  never  would  have  offered  them  as 
4 reasons  for  rejecting  the  representation  from  Savannah.  They 
• were  bought  with  a number  of  cattle,  and  extensive  promises 
4 of  future  rewards  ; a little  present  interest  made  them  forget 
4 or  neglect  their  posterity,  whereas  the  people  of  this  place, 

4 duly  sensible  of  the  miseries  and  calamities  they  have  suffered, 

4 and  do  still  labor  under,  freely  and  voluntarily  put  their  hands 
4 to  the  representation  of  this  part  of  the  province  ; no  artful 
4 means  were  used  to  induce  them,  to  it ; no  artful  man  or  men, 

4 negro  merchants  or  others,  persuaded  them  to  it ; dismal 
4 poverty  and  the  most  absolute  oppression  were  the  true  foun- 
4 tains  from  whence  our  complaints  proceeded.  But  how 
4 miserably  were  these  inconsiderate,  deluded  wretches 
4 rewarded  ? They  were  soon  after  carried  against  St.  Augus- 
4 tine,  placed  on  a dangerous  post,  where  they  were  all  or  most 
4 of  them  cut  off  or  taken  prisoners  by  the  enemy,  which  has 
4 put  a period  to  the  settlement  of  Darien,  of  which  so  many 
4 great  things  have  been  falsely  reported. 

4 With  regard  to  our  representation,  we  shall  only  beg  leave 
4 to  make  one  supposition,  which  it  is  almost  impossible  can 
4 have  happened,  viz.:  that  this  and  all  the  other  representa- 
tions, letters,  suits,  or  petitions,  made  to  the  trustees  by 
‘ private  or  a joint  number  of  persons,  have  been  entirely  false 
4 and  groundless.  What  can  have  reduced  the  colony  to  the 
4 situation  in  which  it  now  is  ? What  can  have  reduced  its 
4 inhabitants  to  one-sixth  part  of  the  number  which  we  have 
4 known  to  reside  here  ? Or,  lastly,  to  what  is  the  starving 
4 and  despicable  condition  of  the  few  who  are  now  left  owing  ? 

4 Is  it  not,  as  well  as  every  other  matter  which  we  have  before 
4 urged,  owing  to  and  occasioned  by  the  unanswerable  reasons  . 
4 at  different  times  given  and  laid  before  your  honors  by  honest 
4 men  (independent  of  you)  who  were  and  are  the  chief 
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‘ sufferers  in  this  colony,  and  who  could  not  be  bribed  to  con-  j 
4 ceal  or  terrified  from  declaring  their  sentiments  ? 

° j 

4 Your  honors  may  readily  and  safely  join  issue  with  us  in 

'*  our  appeal  to  posterity,  who  were  their  best  * friends,  etc.,  j 

‘for  it  is  certain  and  obvious  that  if  the  trustees  are  resolved  j 
‘ to  adhere  to  their  present  constitution,  they  or  their  succes-  ! 
Vsors  are  in  no  great  danger  of  being  called  to  any  account  by  j 
‘ our  posterity  in  Georgia.  j 

‘ We  have  likewise  seen  and  read  the  alterations  Mr.  Martyn  j 
‘ mentions  to  have  been  made  by  your  honors,  with  regard  to  ; 

‘ the  tenure  of  lands,  together  with  a fictitious  abridgement  of 
‘ the  same  affixed  to  the  most  public  places  at  Savannah. 

‘ Mr.  Martyn,  in  his  letter,  is  pleased  to  tell  us  that  your  ; 

‘ honors  imagine  we  are  satisfied  therewith,  as  the  rest  of  the  | 
‘colony  are.  Some  few  perhaps  may  have  expressed  themselves  j 
‘ satisfied,  but  we  will  say  no  worse  of  such  few  than  that  your 
‘ honors  will  soon  be  sensible  that  even  they  are  deceivers.  | 

‘ It’s  true,  such  alterations,  and  the  paper  entitled  ‘An  Answer’ 

‘ to  our  representation,  above  mentioned,  are  artfully  penned  j 
* and  will  doubtless  for  a time  amuse  even  men  of  the  best  j 
‘ sense  in  Europe  or  elsewhere,  who  are  strangers  to  the  colony  j 
4 of  Georgia,  but  any  man  of  common  understanding,  or  the  ] 

4 least  penetration,  who  by  an  unfortunate  experience  has  j 
4 been  well  acquainted  with  that  colony,  can  easily  demonstrate  I 
4 that  those  very  papers  are  further  snares  to  increase  our 
4 miseries,  as  it’s  impossible  we  can  be  enabled  by  these 
4 alterations  to  subsist  ourselves  and  families  any  more  than 
4 before,  far  less  to  put  us  in  a capacity  of  recovering  our 
4 already  sunk  fortunes  and  loss  of  time.  Some  time  in  the 
4 summer  of  1739  (whilst  we  still  expected  agreeable  altera- 
4 tions  to  have  succeeded  our  representation)  we  applied  more 
4 than  once  to  General  Oglethorpe,  as  one  of  the  trustees,  for  ! \ 
4 the  same  tract  of  land  which  we  have  since  been  refused  by  j 
4 your  honors.  But  our  petitions  and  applications  were  j 
4 rejected  ; and  for  what  reason  ? Because  indeed  we  refused  1 
4 to  contradict  what  we  had  before  set  forth  in  our  representa-  j 
4 tion,  so  and  become  villians,  as  (we  have  too  much  reason  to  j 
4 believe)  some  others  on  the  same  occasion  were.  We  would  ] 

4 not  accept  of  settlements,  sums  of  money,  horses,  cattle,  and 


* Vide  answer  to  the  representation. 
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4 other  valuable  considerations,  at  the  expense  of  betraying  our . 
‘ country  and  contradicting  our  consciences  by  signing  a paper 
4 which  was  prepared  and  offered  to  us,  purporting  a repent- 
4 ance  of  the  measures  we  had  taken  -for  our  own  and  the 
4 relief  of  other  distressed  British  subjects,  and  consequently  an 
‘ approbation  of  a scheme  which  by  all  appearance  seems  to 
4 have  been  calculated  and  prepared  to  form  a colony  of  vassals 
4 whose  properties  and  liberties  were  at  all  times  to  have  been 
4 disposed  of  at  the  discretion  or  option  of  their  superiors. 

4 Such  and  many  other  methods  of  corruption  have  been  too 
4 often  practiced  in  this  colony,  but  we  refused  and  scorned 
4 such  actions  from  principles  of  which  any  honest  man  ought 
4 to  be  possessed. 

4 We  are  not  surprised  to  find  that  we  have  in  vain  applied 
4 to  your  honors  in  several  affairs,  when  we  see  you  have  been 
4 hitherto  prepossessed  by  a gentleman  of  superior  interest, 

4 with  informations  and  assertions  full  of  resentment,  and  which 
4 we  well  know  cannot  stand  the  test  of  an  impartial  examina- 
tion, but  we  are  amazed  and  sorry  to  find  that  he  has  had  for 
4 so  many  years  together,  the  interest  of  nominating  those  who 
4 have  been  appointed  from  time  to  time  for  the  administration 
4 of  justice  and  making  an  impartial  inquiry  into  the  informing 
4 your  honors  of  the  real  situation  of  the  Colony  of  Georgia. 

4 We  say,  such  who  have  been  implicitly  obedient  in  carrying 
4 on  his  arbitrary  schemes  of  government,  and  oppressing  the 
4 inhabitants,  as  well  as  conniving  at  the  deceiving  your 
4 honors  and  the  nation. 

4 Gentlemen,  as  we  have  no  favors  to  ask,  or  resentments 
4 to  fear,  we  may  with  the  greater  freedom  observe  that  we  are 
4 in  full  hopes  that  all  we  can  justly  ask  will  be  granted  us  by 
‘ a British  Parliament,  who  we  doubt  not  will  soon  make  an 
4 inquiry  into  the  grievances  of  oppressed  subjects,  which  have 
4 formerly  inhabitated,  or  do  now  inhabit  the  Colony  of  Georgia 
4 — that  colony  which  has  cost  such  a .great  expense  to  the 
4 nation,  and  from  which  so  great  benefits  were  promised  and 
‘ expected. 

4 We  are  sensible  of  the  freedoms  which  have  been  used 
* with  our  respective  characters  in  the  misrepresentation  sent 
‘ your  honors  by  partial  men,  nor  are  we  less  sensible  that  the 
4 majority  of  the  trustees  have  been  kept  in  the  dark  -with 
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‘ regard  to  our  just  complaints  and  representations,  or  that  such 

* complaints  have  been  communicated  to  them  in  lights  distant 
•‘from  truth,  insomuch  that  we  have  reason  to  believe  two- 
‘ thirds  of  the  honorable  board  are  either  misinformed  of,  or  are 
‘ entire  strangers  to  the  barbarous  and  destructive  schemes 
‘ carried  on  in  this  miserable  colony. 

‘ We  hope  it  will  ere  long  appear  to  your  honors  and  the 
‘ world  (whatever  has  been  advanced  to  the  contrary),  that 
‘ we  are  honest  men,  free  from  any  base  design,  free  from  any  j 
‘ mutinous  spirit,  who  have  only  stood  firm  for  the  recovery  of  ! 

‘ our  lost  privileges,  which  have  been  secretly  and  under  the 
‘ most  specious  pretences  withdrawn  from  us  - by  some  design- 

* ing  and  self-interested  men. 

‘ We  should  be  sorry  to  write  disrespectfully  of  any  one  of 
‘ the  trustees,  but  when  distressed  and  oppressed  people  arrive 
‘ at  the  last  extremities,  it  must  be  supposed  they  will  neither 
‘ be  ashamed  to" publish  their  misfortunes,  or  afraid  of  imputing 
‘ their  calamities  to  the  fountain  from  whence  they  spring. 

‘ Far  be  it  from  us  in  any  shape  to  reflect  in  general  on  the 
‘ honorable  board,  who  we  still  believe  are  gentlemen  of  honor 
‘ and  reputation,  who  would  not  be  accessory  to  any  sinister 

* or  base  designs,  but  we  can  ’t  help  thinking  that  they  are 
‘ deluded  and  brought  to  pursue  measures  inconsistent  with  the 
‘ welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  colony  by  some  who,  of  the 
‘ whole  corporation,  are  only  acquainted  with  the  particular 
‘ situation  of  it,  and  who  must  therefore  wilfully  and  from  design, 

‘ form  and  prepare  destructive  schemes  for  the  perishing  inhabi- 

‘ tants  of  Georgia,  and  by  unfair  representations  of  persons  and  1 
‘ things,  draw  the  approbation  of  the  greater  part  of  the  hon- 
‘ orable  boafd  to  such  measures  for  the  oppression  of  his 
‘ majesty’s  subjects,  which  they  would,  if  they  were  impartially 

* informed,  scorn  to  think  of,  far  less  agree  to. 

‘ General  Oglethorpe,  with  all  his  forces,  has  been  obliged 
‘ to  raise  the  siege  of  St.  Augustine,  and  we  have  reason  to 

* believe  the  impending  ruin  of  this  colony  will  be  thereby 
‘determined;  for  the  Spaniards  are  reinforced,  the  General’s  j 
‘ army  harassed  and  weakened,  and  the  Indians  provoked  and  j 
‘ discontented,  so  that  everything  looks  with  the  most  dismal 

1 aspect.  But  as  his  conduct  in,  and  the  consequences  of 
‘these  affairs  will  be  soon  published  to  the  world,  and  as  we 
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‘ doubt  not  we  have  already  incurred  your  honors’  displeasure 
4 by  reciting  thus  freely  the  many  hardships  which  we  have ' 
‘ here  and  formerly  asserted  to  have  been  the  causes  of  our 
4 ruin,  we  shall  now  forbear,  and  conclude  by  adding  that  the 
‘ extremity  of  our  misfortunes  has  at  last  rendered  us  utterly 
4 incapable  of  staying  here  any  longer ; and  though  all  the 
‘ money  we  have  expended  on  improvements  in  the  colony  is 

* now  of  no  advantage  to  us  here,  nor  can  be  elsewhere,  yet, 

‘ poor  as  we  are,  we  shall  think  ourselves  happy  when  we  are 

* gone  from  a place  where  nothing  but  poverty  and  oppression 

* subsist.  Therefore  we  hope,  if  ever  this  or  any  other  paper 
4 or  letter  of  ours  shall  appear  in  public, ' your  honors  will 
4 impute  such  publication  to  have  proceeded  from  no  other 
‘ motives  besides  a thorough  knowledge  of  our  duty  to  our- 
4 selves,  our  fellow-subjects  and  sufferers,  and  to  prevent  others 
‘ for  the  future  from  being  deluded  in  the  same  manner  as  we 
' have  been,  who  are,  with  the ‘greatest  respect, 

‘ Honorable  Gentlemen, 

‘ Your  most  humble  servants, 

4 Signed, 

‘ Da.  Douglass, 

4 Wm.  Stirling, 

4 Tho.  Baillie, 

4 Georgia,  Savannah,  io  August,  1740.” 

About  the  latter  end  of  May,  1740,  Mr.  Oglethorpe  set 
out  with  his  regiment  for  Florida,  and  soon  after  the  Carolina 
forces,  consisting  of  about  six  hundred  men,  joined  him,  with 
about  three  hundred  Indians  and  sixty  Highlanders,  volunteers 
from  Darien,  who  were  buoyed  up  by  the  General  with  the 
mighty  hopes  of  reward,  besides  several  stragglers  and  boat- 
men from  other  parts  of  the  province  and  elsewhere  ; so  that, 
exclusive  of  six  men  of  war,  there  might  be  about  fifteen 
hundred  effective  men  assisting  at  the  siege,  as  it  was  called, 
of  the  castle  of  St.  Augustine.  But  we  shall  take  no  further 
notice  of  this  affair  than  as  it  has  affected  or  may  still  affect 
the  colony  of  Georgia.  The  place  being  alarmed,  the  High- 
landers, with  some  others,  making  in  all  one  hundred  and 
forty-one  men,  were  posted  at  Musa  (this  was  a small  fort 
about  a mile  distant  from  the  castle,  which  had  been  aban- 
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doned  by  the  Spaniards  at  the  General’s  first  approach), 
where  they  were  soon  after  attacked  by  a superior  force  of 
the  enemy,  and  a miserable  slaughter  ensued,  scarcely 
one-third  of  the  number  escaping,  the  others  being  either 
killed  or  taken  prisoners.  Thus  these  poor  people,  who,  at 
the  expense  of  their  consciences,  signed  a representation 
contrary  to  their  own  interest  and  experience,  and  gave 
themselves  entirely  up  to  the  General’s  service,  by  their  deaths 
at  once  freed  his  excellency  from  his  debts  and  promises  and 
put  an  end  to  the  settlement  of  Darien  ; for  there  are  now  in 
that  place  not  one-quarter  part  of  the  number  who  settled 
there  at  first,  and  that  is  made  up  chiefly  of  women  and  child- 
dren,  and  a scout-boat  is  stationed  before  the  town  to  prevent 
any  of  them  from  going  off. 

This  siege  was  raised  about  the  latter  end  of  July.  The 
General,  with  the  remainder  of  his  regiment,  returned  to  Fred- 
erica ; the  Carolina  forces  were  shipped  off  for  that  province  ; 
the  few  Georgians  that  were  left  repaired,  as  soon  as  they 
were  allowed,  to  their  several  homes  in  a miserable  condition ; 
and  the  Indians  marched  toward  their  respective  countries, 
very  much  weakened  and  discontented.  The  Cherokees  re- 
turned, as  they  came,  by  Savannah,  and  of  one  hundred  and 
ten  healthy  men,  only  about  twenty  got  to  their  nation  ; the 
rest  either  perished  by  sickness  or  were  slain.  And  thus 
ended  the  campaign  in  Florida. 

During  these  transactions,  Savannah  decayed  apace,  and 
in  August  and  September,  the  same  year,  people  went  away 
by  twenties  in  a vessel,  insomuch  that  one  would  have  thought 
the  place  must  have  been  entirely  forsaken,  for  in  these  two 
months  about  one  hundred  souls  out  of  the  county  of  Savannah 
left  the  colony.  Many  others  have  since  left  it,  and,  we 
believe,  more  will  leave  it  very  soon. 

The  boats,  with  their  hands,  which  the  General  employed 
at  that  unfortunate  expedition,  he  neither  will  pay,  subsist,  or  let 
depart  from  that  place ; however,  they  are  stealing  away  by  de- 
grees  ; * and  at  this  time,  of  about  five  .thousand 
1 740  r’  sou*s  ^at  *ia^> at  vari°us  imbarkations,  arrived  in  the 
colony  of  Georgia,  exclusive  of  the  regiment, 
scarce  as  many  hundreds  remain,  and  those  consist  of  the 

*\Ve  are  now  informed,  they  are  all  got  away,  some  of  them  being  paid  and  some  not. 
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Saltzburghers  at  Ebenezer,  who  are  yearly  supported  from 
Germany  and  England,,  the  people  of  Frederica,  who  are  sup- 
ported by  means  of  the  regiment,  the  poor  remainder  of  the 
Darien,  a few  orphans,  and  others  under  that  denomination, 
supported  by  Mr.  Whitefield,  together  with  some  Dutch  servants 
maintained  for  doing  nothing  by  the  trustees,  with  thirty  or 
forty  necessary  tools  to  keep  the  others  in  subjection,  and  those 
make  up  the  poor  remains  of  the  miserable  Colony  of  Georgia.* 

Having  now  brought  down  this  work  to  the  month  of  Octo- 
ber, 1740,  being  about  the  time  most  of  the  authors  of  this 
narrative  were  obliged  to  leave  that  fatal  colony,  we  shall  con- 
clude the  whole  with  a geographical  and  historical  account  of 
its  present  state. 

/^EORGIA  lies  in  the  30  and  31  degrees  of  north  latitude. 
^ The  air  generally  clear,  the  rains  being  much  shorter  as 
well  as  heavier  than  in  England  ; the  dews  are  very  great. 
Thunder  and  lightning  are  expected  almost  every  day  in  May, 
June,  July,  and  August.  They  are  very  terrible,  especially  to 
a stranger.  During  these  months,  from  ten  in  the  morning  to 
four  in  the  afternoon,  the  sun  is  extremely  scorching,  but  the 
sea-breeze  sometimes  blows  from  ten  till  three  or  four.  The 
winter  is  nearly  the  same  length  as  in  England,  but  the  mid- 
day sun  is  always  warm,  even  when  the  mornings  and  evenings 
are  very  sharp,  and  the  nights  piercing  cold. 

The  land  is  of  four  sorts:  pine  barren,  oak  land,  swamp, 

land,  marsh.  The  pine  land  is  of  far  the  greatest  extent, 
especially  near  the  seacoast.  The  soil  of  this  is  a dry,  whitish 
sand,  producing  shrubs  of  several  sorts,  and  between  them  a 
harsh  coarse  kind  of  grass,  which  cattle  do  not  love  to  feed 
upon,  but  here  and  there  is  a little  of  a better  kind,  especially 
in  the  savannas,  so  they  call  the  low  watery  meadows  which 
are  usually  intermixed  with  pine  lands.  It  bears  naturally  two 
sorts  of  fruit ; hurtleberries,  much  like  those  in  England,  and 
chincapin  nuts,  a dry  nut  about  the  size  of  a small  acorn. 
A laborious  man  may  in  one  year  clear  and  plant  four  or  five 
acres  of  this  land.  It  will  produce  the  first  year  from  two  to 
four  bushels  of  Indian  corn,  and  from  four  to  eight  of  Indian  peas 

*It  is  here  to  be  observed  that  we  have  excluded  the  settlement  of  Augusta,  it  being 
upon  a quite  different  footing. 
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per  acre ; the  second  year  it  usually  bears  much' about  the 
same  ; the  third  year  less  ; the  fourth  little  or  nothing.  Peaches 
it  bears  well,  likewise  the  white  mulberry,  which  serves  to  feed 
the  silk-worms.  The  black  is  about  the  size  of  a black  cherry 
and  has  much  the  same  flavor. 

The  oak  land  commonly  lies  in  narrow  streaks  between 
pine  land  and  swamps,  creeks  or  rivers.  The  soil  is  a blackish 
sand  producing  several  kinds  of  oak,  bay,  laurel,  ash,  walnut, 
sumach,  and  gum ’trees,  a sort  of  sycamore,  dog  trees,  and 
hickory.  In  the  choicest  part  of  this  land  grow  persimmon  trees, 
and  a few  black  mulberry  and  American  cherry  trees.  The 
common  wild  grapes  are  of  two  sorts,  both  red.  The  fox  grape 
grows  two  or  three  only  on  a stalk,  is  thick  skinned,  large 
stoned,  of  a harsh  taste,  and  of  the  size  of  a small  cherry  ; the 
cluster  grape  is  of  a harsh  taste  too,  and  about  the  size  of  a 
white  currant.  This  land  requires  much  labor  to  clear,  but 
when  it  is  cleared  it  will  bear  any  grain,  for  three,  four  or  five 
years  sometimes  without  laying  any  manure  upon  it.  An  acre 
of  it  generally  produces  ten  bushels  of  Indian  corn,  besides  five 
of  peas,  in  a year,  so  that  this  is  justly  esteemed  the  most 
valuable  land  in  the  province,  white  people  being  incapable  to 
clear  and  cultivate  the  swamps. 

A swamp  is  any  low  watery  place,  which  is  covered  with 
trees  or  canes.  They  are  here  of  three  sorts,  cypress,  river, 
and  cane  swamps.  Cypress  swamps  are  mostly  large  ponds  in 
and  around  which  cypress  grows.  Most  river  swamps  are 
overflown  on  every  side  by  the  river  which  runs  through  or 
near  them.  If  they  were  drained  they  would  produce  good  rice, 
as  would  the  cane  swamps  also,  which  in  the  meantime  are 
the  best  feeding  for  all  sorts  of  cattle. 

The  marshes  are  of  two  sorts.  Soft,  wet  marsh  which  is 
all  a quagmire  and  absolutely  good  for  nothing,  and  hard  marsh 
which  is  a firm  sand  ; but,  however,  at  some  seasons  is  good 
for  feeding  cattle.  Marshes  of  both  sorts  abound  on  the  sea 
islands,  which  are  very  numerous,  and  contain  all  sorts  of  land, 
and  upon  these  chiefly,  near  creeks  and  runs  of  water,  cedar 
trees  grow. 

We  shall  only  add  to  the  above,  that'considering  no  land 
can  be  sowed,  or  at  least  what  is  sowed  preserved,  till  the  same 
is  enclosed,  that  five  acres  is  the  utmost  a very  able  and  labor- 
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ious  man  can  propose  to  manage,  this  being  the  quantity  allotted 
for  the  task  of  a negro  in  the  neighboring  province,  which  negro 
works  four  hours  each  day  more  than  a white  man  can  do. 

It  must  next  be  noticed  that  with  regard  to  the  above 
returns,  suppose  a prosperous  season  without  disappointments, 
which  is  not  the  case  in  such  small  improvements  as  can  be  ex- 
pected in  an  infant  colony  one  year  in  five,  either  drought  burns 
or  rain  drowns  the  corn  and  makes  the  peas  fall  out  of  the 
pod  ; deer,  which  no  fence  can  exclude,  devour  these  little 
settlements  in  a night,  rats  and  squirrels  do  the  same,  birds 
eat  the  seed  out  of  the  ground  and  dig  up  the  blade  after  it  is 
spired,  and  variety  of  worms  and  insects  devour  one-half  of  it. 
But  let  us  suppose  none  of  these  evils  happened ; let  us  view 
the  amount  of  the  produce  valued  at  the  highest  rate. 

The  produce  of  five  acres  of  pine  land  raised  by  one  hand 
the  first  year : 

Indian  corn,  twenty  bushels  at  ios.  cur-  /.  s.  d. 

rency  per  bushel,  . . . .150  Sterling. 

Indian  peas,  forty  bushels  at  ditto,  . 2 10  o 

Total  of  first  year’s  produce,  . . 3 15  o 

The  second  year  the  same  ; the  third  less,  the  fourth  little 
or  nothing. 

Best  oak  land,  five  acres,  at  fifteen  bushels  of  corn  and  peas 
per  acre,  is  seventy-five  bushels  at  ditto  price,  is  4/.  13s.  9 d. 
sterling. 

Let  us  next  consider  the  maintenance  of  every  single  white 
servant  per  annum,  at  the  lowest  rate,  and  then  the  reader 
will  be  able  to  judge  whether  white  people  can  get  their  liveli- 
hood by  planting  land  in  this  climate  without  negroes.  And 
the  allowance  to  the  trustees’  Dutch  servants  being  the  least 
at  which  any  white  servant  could  be  maintained  in  Georgia,  we 
shall  therefore  take  our  estimate  from  it,  which  is  eight  pence 
sterling  per  day,  or  12/.  3s.  4 d.  sterling  per  annum,  so  that  at 
a medium  the  expense  is  three  times  greater  than  the  produce, 
besides  tools,  medicines,  and  other  necessaries. 

We  must  likewise  observe  that  the  proportion  of  pine  bar- 
ren to  either  good  swamp  or  oak  and  hickory  land  is  at  least 
six  to  one ; that  the  far  greater  number  of  the  small  lots  have 
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none  or  very  little  oak  land  ; and  if  they  had  swamp  that  would 
bear  rice,  white  people  are  unable  to  clear  them  if  they  are 
covered  with  trees,  and  though  only  with  canes,  which  is  the 
easier  to  cultivate,  it  were  simply  impossible  to  manufacture 
the  rice  by  white  men,  the  exercise  being  so  severe  that  no 
negro  can  be  employed  in  any  other  work  or  labor  comparable 
to  it,  and  many  hundreds  of  them  (notwithstanding  all  the  care 
of  their  masters)  yearly  lose  their  lives  by  that  necessary 
work. 

Savannah  stands  on  a flat  bluff  (so  they  term  a high  land 
hanging  over  a creek  or  river)  which  rises  about  forty  feet  per- 
pendicular from  the  river,  and  commands  it  several  miles  both 
upwards  and  downwards,  and  if  it  were  not  for  a point  of  woods 
which,  about  four  miles  down  the  river,  stretches  itself  out 
towards  the  southeast,  one  might  have  a view  of  the  sea  and 
the  island  of  Tybee.  The  soil  is  a white  sand  for  above  a mile 
in  breadth  southeast  and  northwest ; beyond  this,  eastward, 
is  a river  swamp ; westward,  a small  body  of  woodland  (in 
which  was  the  old  Indian  town)  separated  by  a creek  from  a 
large  tract  of  land,  which  runs  upwards  along  the  side  of  the 
river  for  the  space  of  about  five  miles,  and  being  by  far  the 
best  near  the  town,  is  reserved  for  the  Indians,  as  General 
Oglethorpe  declares,  as  are  also  some  of  the  islands  in  the 
river  Savannah,  and  the  three  most  valuable  islands  upon  all 
the  coast  of  that  province,  viz.,  Ossiba,  St.  Katherine,  and 
Sapula.  Southwest  of  the  town  is  a pine  barren  that  extends 
about  fourteen  miles  to  Vernon  river. 

On  the  east  side  of  the  town  is  situated  the  public  garden, 
being  ten  acres  enclosed  on  a barren  piece  of  land,  where  it'  is 
hardly  possible  for  what  is  planted  to  live,  but  impossible 
to  thrive,  and  from  this  garden  were  all  the  planters  to  have 
been  furnished  with  mulberry  trees,  etc. 

The  plan  of  the  town  was  beautifully  laid  out  in  wards, 
tithings,  and  public  squares,  left  at  proper  distances  for  mar- 
kets and  public  buildings,  the  whole  making  an  agreeable 
uniformity. 

The  public  works  in  this  town  are:  i.  A court-house, 

being  one  handsome  room  with  a piazza  on  three  sides  ; this 
likewise  serves  for  a church  for  divine  service,  none  having 
been  ever  built,  notwithstanding  the  trustees  in  their  public 
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acts  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  about  seven  hundred  pounds 
sterling  from  charitable  persons  for  that  express  purpose. 

2.  Opposite  to  the  court-house  stands  the  log-house  or 
prison  (which  is  the  only  one  remaining  of  five  or  six  that  have 
been  successively  built  in  Savannah),  that  place  of  terror  and 
support  of  absolute  power  in  Georgia. 

3.  Nigh  thereto  is  a house  built  of  logs,  at  a very  great 
charge,  as  was  said,  for  the  trustees’  steward  ; the  foundation 
below  ground  is  already  rotten,  * as  the  whole  fabric  must  be 
in  a short  time,  for  the  roof  being  flat  the  rain  comes  in  at  -all 
parts  of  it. 

4.  The  storehouse,  which  has  been  many  times  altered  and 
amended  at  a very  great  charge,  and  it  now  serves  as  a store 
for  the  private  benefit  of  one  or  two,  as  before  mentioned. 

5.  The  guard-house  which  was  first  built  on  the  bluff  soon 
decayed,  as  did  a second,  through  improper  management,  this 
now  standing  being  the  third.  Several  flag-staffs  were  like- 
wise erected,  the  last  of  which,  according  to  common  report, 
cost  50/.  sterling. 

6.  A public  mill  for  grinding  corn  was  first  erected  at  a 
considerable  expense  in  one  square  of  the  town,  but  in  about 
three  years’  time  (without  doing  the  least  service)  it  fell  to 
the  ground.  In  another  square  of  the  town  a second  was  set 
up  at  a far  greater  expense,  but  never  finished,  and  is  now 
erased  and  converted  into  a house  for  entertaining  the  Indians, 
and  other  such  like  uses. 

7.  Wells  and  pumps  were  made  at  a great  charge,  but  they 
were  immediately  choked  up,  and  never  rendered  useful,  though 
this  grievance  was  frequently  represented  both  to  the  General 
and  magistrates  ; the  want  of  wells  obliging  the  inhabitants  to 
use  the  river  water,  which  all  the  summer  over  is  polluted  with 
putrid  marshes  and  the  numberless  insects  that  deposit  their 
ova  there,  together  with  putrified  carcasses  of  animals  and 
corrupted  vegetables,  and  this  no  doubt  occasioned  much  of  the 
sickness  that  swept  off  many. 

Several  of  the  houses  which  were  built  by  freeholders,  for 
want  of  heirs  male,  are  fallen  to  the  trustees  (even  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  lawful  creditors  of  the  deceased ) and  are 
disposed  of  as  the  General  thinks  proper. 


* In  August,  1740,  a new  foundation  was  begun. 
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At  least  two  hundred  lots  were  taken  up  in  Savannah,  about 
one  hundred  and  seventy  of  which  were  built  * upon  ; a great 
many  of  these  are  now  ruinous,  and  many  more  shut  up  and 
abandoned,  so  that  the  town  appears  very  desolate,  scarce  one- 
quarter  part  of  its  inhabitants  being  left,  and  most  of  those  in 
a miserable  condition  for  want  of  the  proper  necessaries  of  life. 

St.  Simons  island,  having  on  the  east  the  Gulf  of  Florida, 
on  the  other  sides  branches  of  the  Alatamaha,  is  about  one 
hundred  miles  south  of  Savannah,  and  extends  in  length  about 
twenty,  in  breadth  from  two  to  five  miles.  On  the  west  side 
of  it,  on  a low  bluff,  stands  Frederica,  having  woods  to  the 
north  and  south,  to  the  east  partly  woods,  partly  savannas,  and 
partly  marsh. 

The  soil  is  mostly  blackish  sand  ; the  fortifications  are 
augmented  since  the  retreat  from  Augustine,  and  here  lie  most 
of  the  remains  of  General  Oglethorpe’s  regiment.  Frederica 
was  laid  out  in  form  of  a crescent,  divided  into  one  hundred 
and  forty-four  lots,  whereof  about  fifty  were  built  upon  ; the 
number  of  the  inhabitants,  notwithstanding  of  the  circulation 
of  the  regiment’s  money,  are  not  above  one  hundred  and  twenty 
men,  women,  and  children,  and  these  are  daily  stealing  away 
by  all  posible  ways.  On  the  sea  point,  about  five  miles  south- 
east of  the  town  were  three  companies  of  the  soldiers  stationed 
before  the  attempt  upon  St.  Augustine ; several  pretty  houses 
were  built  by  the  officers,  and  many  lots  set  off  to  the  soldiers 
and  entered  upon  by  them  ; most,  if  not  all,  now  desolate. 
Several  of  the  officers  of  the  regiment  brought  over  servants 
to  cultivate  land  : Colonel  Cochran,  twenty  servants  ; Lieuten- 
ant Horton,  at  Jekyl,  sixteen  servants;  Captain  Gascoign,  at 
least  as  many  ; all  gone,  and,  according  to  the  best  of  our 
information,  about  two  hundred  of  the  regiment  are  diminished. 

About  twenty  miles  northwest  from  St.  Simons  is  Darien, 
the  settlement  of  the  Scots  Highlanders  ; the  town  is  situate 
on  the  mainland,  dose  to  a branch  of  the  Alatamaha  river,  on 
a bluff  twenty  feet  high  ; the  town  is  surrounded  on  all  sides 
with  woods,  the  soil  is  a blackish  sand.  Here  were  upwards 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  persons  settled,  who,  in  the  spring  of 
1736,  built  a large  fort  for  their  own  protection,  and  the  poor 
remains  of  these  are  now  no  more  than  fifty-three  ( above  two- 


Several  of  these  had  more  than  one  house  upon  them. 
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thirds  of  which  are  women  and  children  ) besides  eleven  of  the 
trustees’  servants,  enlisted  as  soldiers,  and  stationed  there 
under  the  command  of  an  officer,  in  order  to  keep  the  others 
from  going  away,  who  are  nevertheless  making  their  escape 
daily. 

The  southernmost  settlement  in  Georgia  is  Fort  St.  Andrews, 
fifty  miles  south  from  Frederica,  on  the  southwest  side  of  Cum- 
berland island,  upon  a high  neck  of  land,  which  commands' the 
river  both  ways  ; the  walls  -are  of  wood,  filled  up  with  earth, 
round  which  are  a ditch  and  palisade  ; two  companies  of 
General  Oglethorpe’s  regiment  were  formerly  stationed  there, 
but  are  now  mostly  drawn  to  Frederica. 

Opposite  to  Frederica,  on  the  main,  were  settled  Messrs. 
Carr  and  Carteret,  with  above  twenty  servants,  where  they 
cleared  a considerable  tract  of  land,  but  that  plantation  is  now 
quitted,  and  their  servants  either  dead  or  dispersed.  We  have 
lately  heard  from  Frederica  that  the  General  having  stationed 
ten  or  twelve  men  upon  this  place,  they  were  attacked  by  Span- 
iards or  Spanish  Indians,  four  were  killed,  four  carried  off,  and 
two  left  wounded. 

New  Ebenezer,  to  which  the  Saltzburghers  removed  from 
their  former  habitation  at  Old  Ebenezer,  consists  of  about  one 
hundred  persons,  under  the  government  of  Mr.  Boltzius,  their 
pastor  ; they  live  and  labor  in  a kind  of  community,  and  never 
commix  or  associate  with  .strangers  ; they  have  been  hitherto 
liberally  supported  both  from  Germany  and  England,-  and  their 
rights  and  privileges  have  been  much  more  extensive  than  any 
others  in  the  colony.  This  town  lies  six  miles  eastward  from 
the  old,  on  a high  bluff  upon  the  side  of  Savannah  river,  and 
forty  miles  from  Savannah.  Near  to  this  place,  on  a creek  of 
the  same  river,  was  built  a saw-mill,  which  cost  of  the  public 
money  above  1500/.  sterling,  but,  like  most  other  public  works, 
is  now  entirely  ruinous. 

About  ten  miles  east  of  Ebenezer,  on  a creek  three  miles 
from  the  river,  was  the  village  of  Abercorn.  In  the  year  1733 
there  were  ten  families  settled  there,  and  several  afterwards. 
In  the  year  1737,  Mr.  John  Brodie,  with  twelve  servants, 
settled  there.  But  all  those  are  gone,  and  it  is  now  a heap  of 
ruins. 

Four  miles  below  Abercorn,  upon  the  river  side,  is  Josephs- 
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town,  which  was  the  settlement  of  some  Scotch  gentlemen, 
with  thirty  servants  ; but  they  have  now  left  it,  most  of  their 
servants  having  died  there. 

A mile  below,  on  the  river  side,  is  the  settlement  where 
Sir  Francis  Bathurst,  with  twelve  in  family  and  servants,  was 
placed  ; now  in  ruins,  without  an  inhabitant. 

A quarter  of  a mile  below  was  the  settlement  of  Walter 
Augustine,  with  six  in  family.  Within  this  settlement  was 
another  mill  erected,  at  the  charge  of  above  800/.  sterling,  all 
now  in  ruins,  without  an  inhabitant. 

. A mile  below  is  Landiloe,  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Robert  ; 
Williams,  with  forty  servants,  who  made  large  improvements 
there,  and  continued  for  the  space  of  four  years,  planting  each  j 
season  with  great  industry  in  various  shapes,  still  expecting, 
with  the  other  settlers,  an  alteration  in  the  constitution  ; but 
at  last,  having  sunk  a great  deal  of  .money,  he  was  obliged  to  j 
leave  it,  with  the  loss  of  above  two  thousand  pounds  sterling, 
and  it  is  now  uninhabited  and  very  much  decayed.  Next 
below  that  is  the  five-hundred-acre  tract  belonging  to  Dr. 
Patrick  Tailfer,  which  was  settled,  but  found  impracticable  to 
proceed  upon  by  reason  of  the  hardships  and  restrictions  in 
the  colony.  Next  to  that  is  Mr.  Jacob  Mathew’s  plantation 
(formerly  Mr.  Musgrove’s),  called  the  Cow-pen,  who  lived 
there  some  time  with  ten  servants,  but  has  now  left  it  and 
keeps  only  two  or  three  to  look  after  his  cattle.  Adjoining  to 
this  was  Mr.  Cooksey’s  settlement,  with  five  in  family,  now 
entirely  abandoned.  Next  to  this  was  Captain  Watson’s 
plantation,  with  a good  house,  now  in  ruins.  All  these  lie 
upon  the  side  of  -the  river ; and  upon  the  east  and  southward 
were  the  settlements  of  Young,  Emery,  Polhil,  and  Warwick,  j 
all  forsaken.  Next  upon  the  river  side  is  the  Indian  land,  ] 

before  mentioned,  separated  from  the  foregoing  settlements  by  j 

a creek,  and  running  all  along  to  the  town.  A little  below  this 
creek  is  a place  called  Irene,  where  Mr.  John  Wesly  built  a J 
pretty  good  house  for  an  Indian  school  ; but  he  soon  wearied 
of  that  undertaking,  and  left  it.  A little  below  this  is  the 
Indian  town  called  New  Yamacra,  where  the  remainder  of 
Tomo  Chachi’s  Indians  reside. 

Five  miles  southwest  of  Savannah,  on  a small  rise,  stands 
the  village  of  Highgate.  Twelve  families  were  settled  here  in 
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173 3>  mostly  French,  now  reduced  to  two.  A mile  eastward 
of  this  is  Hampstead,  where  several  German  families  were 
settled  in  1733,  and  some  others  since,  now  reduced  to  none. 

Five  miles  southeast  of  Savannah  is  Thunderbolt,  where 
there  was  a good  timber  fort,  and  three  families  with  twenty 
servants  were  settled  ; but  it  is  now  all  in  ruins  and  abandoned. 

Four  miles  south  of  this  is  the  island  of  Skiddoway,  on  the 
northeast  point  whereof  ten  families  were  settled  in  1733  ; now 
reduced  to  none. 

A creek  divides  Skiddoway  from  Tybee  island,  on  the 
southeast  part  of  which,  fronting  the  inlet,  the  lighthouse  is 
built.  Twelve  families  were  settled  here  in  1734,  who  have 
now  forsaken  it. 

Twelve  miles  southward  by  land  from  Savannah,  is  Mr. 
Houston’s  plantation,  kept  with  one  servant;  and  about  thirty 
miles  from  that,  up  the  river  Ogeeche,  were  the  settlements 
of  Messrs.  Stirling,  etc.,  with  -twenty-five  servants.  This 
place,  when  they  went  there,  was  the  southernmost  settle- 
ment in  the  colony,  and  very  ^remote,  so  that  they  were 
obliged  to  build,  at  their  own  expense  and  at  a considerable 
charge,  a strong  wooden  fort  for  their  defence.  And  the  said 
Messrs.  Stirling,  having  resided  there  about  three  years  with 
the  servants,  they  were  obliged  to  leave  it  after  having  ex- 
hausted their  fortunes  to  no  purpose  in  the  experiment. 

Twenty  miles  above  this,  on  a high  bluff  on  the  same  river, 
stands  Fort  Argyle.t  It  is  a small,  square,  wooden  fort,  musket- 
proof.  Ten  families  were  settled  here  and  about  it;  nowall 
gone,  and  the  fort  itself  garrisoned  by  one  officer,  one  Dutch 
servant,  and  one  woman,  who  were  lately  surprised  in  the 
officer’s  absence,  by  two  prisoners  that  broke  out  of  the  log 
house  in  Savannah,  and  both  murdered. 

Near  the  mouth  of  Vernon  river,  upon  a kind  of  island 
(which  is  called  Hope  Isle)  are  the  settlements  of  Messrs. 
John  Fallowfield,  Henry  Parker,  and  Noble  Jones.  They 
have  made  some  improvements  there,  but  chiefly  Mr.  Fallow- 
field,  who  has  a pretty  little  convenient  house  and  garden,  with 
a considerable  stock  of  hogs  and  some  cattle,  etc.,  and  where 

♦This  was  the  only  spot  allowed  them  to  settle  upon,  any  other  place  being:  refused. 

+This  is  the  place  where  a body  of  horse  called  the  Southern  Rangers,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  James  Macpherson,  were  stationed  for  several  years.  They  were 
paid  by  the  government  of  Carolina,  but  have  been  discharged  for  some  time  past. 
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he  generally  resides  with  his  family.  Near  adjoining  to  this, 
upon  a piece  of  land  which  commands  the  * Narrows,  is  a 
timber  building  called  Jones’  Fort,  which  serves  for  two  uses ; 
namely,  to  support  Mr.  Noble  Jones,  who  is  commander  of  it, 
and  to  prevent  the  poor  people  of  Frederica  from  getting  to  any 
other  place  where  they  might  be  able  to  support  themselves. 

About  three  miles  southeast  of  Savannah,  upon  Augustine 
creek,  lies  Oxstead,  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Thomas  Causton, 
improven  by  many  hands  and  at  a great  charge,  where  he  now 
resides  with  a few  servants.  Between  Oxstead  and  the  town 
of  Savannah  lie:  first,  Hermitage,  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Hugh 
Anderson,  who  had  seventeen  in  family  and  servants,  but  he 
was  obliged  both  to  leave  that  and  retire  from  the  colony  about 
two  years  ago  upon  account  of  the  general  hardships;  second, 
the  settlements  of  Mr.  Thomas  Christie  and  six  others  belong- 
ing to  the  township  of  Savannah,  all  now  forsaken ; third,  the 
settlements  of  the  Germans  of  Count  Zinzendorff,  who  were 
twenty  families,  which  are  likewise  now  entirely  abandoned, 
they  having  all  gone  to  other  colonies. 

Upon  the  west  side  of  Savannah  lie  the  township  lots  of 
the  Jews,  now  deserted,  they  having  all  gone  to  other  colonies 
except  three  or  four,  as  are  all  others  on  that  quarter  except- 
ing one  or  two.  About  three  miles  from  Savannah,  on  the 
south,  the  settlement  of  Mr.  William  Williamson  is  in  the  same 
condition;  and  also,  the  settlement  belonging  to  the  trustees 
adjoining  to  Mr.  Williamson’s,  which  was  committed  by  them 
to  the  care  of  Mr.  William  Bradley,  their  steward,  to  be  culti- 
vated and  improved  by  him  at  their  charge,  as  an  example  to 
others  and  to  satisfy  themselves  what  improvements  in  land 
were  practicable  by  white  servants.  The  event  might  have 
opened  the  eyes  of  any  that  would  see.  Upwards  of  twenty, 
sometimes  thirty,  servants  were  employed,  above  two  thou- 
sand pounds  sterling  expended  in  the  experiment,  and  never  so 
much  of  any  kind  of  grain  raised  from  it  as  would  have  main- 
tained the  numbers  employed  about  it  six  months.  It  now 
lies  on  a par  with  the  most  ruinous  plantation  in  Georgia.  Part 
of  their  Dutch  servants  have  been  employed  last  year  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Jones  upon  a new  plantation  about*  a mile  to  the  south- 

* This  is  a narrow  passage  through  which  boats  are  obliged  to  pass  and  repass  in 
going  to  and  from  the  southward. 
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ward  of  Savannah.  They  were  twenty-five  in  number  and 
maintained  at  the  expense  of  Sd.  sterling  each  per  diem,  and 
we  have  lately  been  credibly  informed  the  whole  produce  did 
not  exceed  one  hundred  bushels  of  corn. 

The  Orphan-house  is  situated  fourteen  miles  southeast  of 
Savannah.  This  famous  work  was  begun  in  March,  1740,  and 
during  the  space  of  six  months  there  were  about  one  hundred 
people,  men,  women,  and  children,  maintained  and  employed 
about  it,  and,  according  to  their  own  calculation,  they  have 
expended  near  four  thousand  pounds  sterling.  But  ever  since 
Mr.  Whitefield  left  Georgia,  the  latter  end  of  August  in  the 
same  year,  it  has  decayed  apace;  for,  besides  those  he  then 
carried  to  the  northward  with  him,  a great  many  have  since 
left  them,  and  their  money  growing  short,  they  were  soon 
obliged  to  discharge  most  of  the  workmen ; besides,  of  late, 
many  divisions  have  arisen  amongst  them  ; in  short,  the  design 
seems  to  be  drawing  near  a period, -although  at  this  time  the 
house  itself  is  scarcely  half  finished.  It  is  built  upon  a low 
pine  barren,  surrounded  on  one  side  with  a large  tract  of  salt 
marsh  extending  to  Vernon  river,  to  which  they  have  a passage 
by  water,  when  the  tides  are  up,  for  small  craft.  On  the 
other  side  it  is  surrounded  with  woods.  They  have  cleared 
about  ten  acres  of  ground  and  have  built  several  houses  and 
huts.  The  frame  of  the  Orphan-house  is  up,  the  roof  shingled, 
and  the  sides  weather-boarded.  It  is  sixty  feet  in  length,  forty 
feet  wide.  It  has  two  stories  besides  cellars  and  garrets ; the 
cellars  are  built  of  brick,  which  likewise  serves  for  a founda- 
tion to  the  whole  building.  It  would  certainly  be  a fine  piece 
of  work  if  finished ; but  if  it  were  finished,  where  is  the  fund 
for  its  support  ? And  what  service  can  an  Orphan-house  be 
in  a desert  and  a forsaken  colony  ? 

About  three  or  four  miles  from  the  Orphan-house,  on  the 
side  of  the  Vernon  river,  William  Stephens,  Esq.  (formerly 
mentioned),  has  a plantation  with  five  or  six  servants,  who 
have  cleared  about  seven  or  eight  acres.  However,  if  he  reaps 
no  benefit  from  them,  he  is  at  as  little  charge  to  maintain 
them.* 

As  it  would  be  too  tedious  to  mention  particularly  the  town- 
ship, or  five  and  forty-five  acre  lots,  being  in  all  about  one 

• The  trustees  allow  him  so  many  servants  and  their  maintenance. 
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hundred  that  were  settled,  we  need  only  therefore  in  general 
say  that  there  are  few  or  none  of  them  but  what  are  in  the 
same  condition  with  those  before  specified;  viz.,  ruinous  and 
desolate. 

The  last  place  we  shall  mention  is  Augusta,  distant  from 
Savannah  two  hundred  miles  up  the  river,  on  the  same  side  ; 
it  was  founded  in  1737,  at  a considerable  charge,  under  the 
direction  of  one  Mr.  Roger  Lacy,  being  at  that  time  agent  to 
the  Cherokee  nation  it  is  principally,  if  not  altogether,  in- 
habited by  Indian  traders  and  store-keepers,  the  number  of 
whom  may  now  be  about  thirty  or  upwards,  and  a consider- 
able quantity  of  corn  has  been  raised  there.  To  account  for 
this  singular  circumstance  we  shall  only  assign  two  reasons,  the 
first  is  the  goodness  of  the  land,  which  at  so  great  a distance 
from  the  sea  is  richer  than  in  the  maritime  parts ; the  second 
and  chief  one  is  the  settlers  there  are  indulged  in  and  connived 
at  the  use  of  negroes,  by  whom  they  execute  all  the  laborious 
parts  of  culture,  and  the  fact  is  undoubted  and  certain  that 
upwards  of  eighty  negroes  are  now  in  the  settlements  belong- 
ing to  that  place.  We  do  not  observe  this  as  if  it  gives  us  any 
uneasiness  that  our  fellow-planters  are  indulging  in  what  is  so 
necessary  for  their  well-being,  but  we  may  be  allowed  to  regret 
that  we  and  so  many  British  subjects  who  stood  much  more 
in  need  of  them,  should  have  been  ruined  for  want  of  such 
assistance. 

Having  now  taken  a survey  of  the  colony  01  Georgia,  we 
shall  conclude  this  treatise  by  taking  notice  of  two  or  three  of 
the  most  remarkable  transactions  in  it  since  October  last. 

On  the  tenth  day  of  November  a court  was  called  at  Savan- 
nah, where  Colonel  Stephens  read  a paragraph  of  a letter 
which  he  said  was  from  the  trustees,  desiring  the  inhabitants 
to  set  forth  their  miseries,  hardships,  and  difficulties,  in  writ- 
ing, in  order  to  have  the  seal  of  the  colony  affixed  thereto,  and 
so  transmitted  to  the  trustees  ; whereupon  Mr.  Stephens  gave 
the  recorder  a paper  to  read,  in  which  the  colony  was  repre- 
sented in  a most  flourishing  condition  (in  the  town  of  Augusta 
alone  there  were  represented  to  be  white  people  and 

pack-horses  belonging  thereto  who  were  employed 
in  the  Indian  trade),  enumerating  the  many  useful,  fine,  and 
curious  productions  of  it,  such  as  hedges  with  pomegranates 
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growing  upon  them,  wine,  silk,  oil,  wheat,  etc.,  with  many 
other  hyperboles ; this  paper  Mr.  Stephens  said  he  had  been  at 
great  care  and  pains  about,  and  which  he  took  to  be  a just 
answer  to  the  trustees’  letter,  with  the  true  state  of  the  colony  ; 
but  the  poor  people  seeing  the  absurdity  and  falseness  of  it, 
soon  discovered  their  dislike  thereof  by  leaving  the  court-house, 
and  only  eighteen  persons  signed  the  same,  every  one  of  whom 
were  supported  in  one  shape  or  other  by  the  public.  Mr. 
Fallowfield,  then  on  the  bench,  used  what  arguments  he  could 
to  persuade  them  that  it  was  reasonable  every  person  should 
represent  his  own  case  to  the  trustees,  and  he  apprehended  the 
design  of  the  trustees  was  such,  but  Stephens,  in  a passion, 
said  except  they  would  sign  this,  they  should  have  the  public 
seal  to  no  other  paper ; so  it  was  to  no  purpose  what  either  he 
or  the  recorder,  Mr.  John  Py,  could  urge,  who  very  soon  left 
the  court,  declaring  their  dislike  and  abhorence  of  such  pro- 
ceedings ; but  immediately  they;  with  the  rest  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, to  the  number  of  above  sixty,  drew  up  a remonstrance 
to  the  trustees,  in  which  they  fully  set  forth  the  true  state  of 
the  colony,  with  their  own  miserable  condition  in  it.  This 
paper,  and  soon  after  a petition  to  the  king  and  council,  etc., 
were  lately  transmitted  to  the  authors  hereof,  who  immediately 
forwarded  them  for  London,  but  as  the  issue  thereof  is  now 
pending,  we  do  not  think  it  proper  to  expose  them  to  the  public. 

On  the  second  of  April  last  a fire  broke  out  by  accident  in 
a smith’s  forge  in  Savannah  which  consumed  almost  one  whole  . 
square,  and  in  the  highest  rage  of  the  devouring  flames  Mr. 
Thomas  Jones  stood  an  idle  spectator  with  his  hands  in  his 
bosom,  and  with  the  utmost  unconcernedness,  insomuch  that 
when  he  was  applied  to  by  several  of  the  miserable  people  for  a 
small  quantity  of  gun-powder  to  blow  up  an  adjoining  house  in 
order  to  prevent  the  fire  from  spreading,  his  answer  was,  “ 1 can 
do  nothing  in  it,  I have  no  orders  concerning  such  matters.” 

We  have  lately  been  informed  from  Frederica,  that  the  Gen- 
eral having  stationed  twelve  men  upon  the  place  which  was  the 
settlement  of  Messrs.  Ker  and  Carteret  before  mentioned,  they 
were  attacked  by  Spaniards  or  Spanish  Indians,  and  four  were 
killed,  four  carried  off,  and  two  wounded. 

A good  many  of  the  people  have  come  away  from  Frederica 
lately,  and  in  order  to  get  off  were  obliged  to  make  use  of 
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stratagems,  such  as  going  a hunting  upon  the  islands,  etc.  We 
are  informed  that  some  differences  have  happened  between  the 
General  and  some  of  the  magistrates  there,  and  that  in  the 
place  of  one  of  them  he  has  appointed  one  of  his  waiting  boys. 
Several  of  the  poor  remainder  of  the  Darien  people  have  like- 
wise escaped,  notwithstanding  the  body  of  forces  stationed 
there  to  prevent  them.  j 

Having  thus  brought  this  historical  narrative  within  the 
compass  proposed,  and  endeavored  to  dispose  the  materials  in 
as  distinct  a method  and  series  as  the  necessary  conciseness 
would  allow,  we  readily  admit  that  the  design  is  far  from  being 
complete.  To  have  acquainted  the  world  with  all  the  hard- 
ships and  oppressions  which  have  been  exercised  in  the  Colony 
of  Georgia,  must  have  required  both  a larger  volume  than  we 
were  capable  of  publishing  and  more  time  than  we  could  be- 
stow. We  therefore  satisfy  ourselves  that  we  have,  with  care 
and  sincerity,  executed  sd  much  of  the  design  as  may  pave  the 
way  to  any  others  who  can  descend  more  minutely  to  particu- 
lars, and  those  who  are  best  acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  that 
colony  will  be  most  capable  of  judging  how  tenderly  we  have 
touched  both  persons  and  things. 

It  only  remains  that  we,  in  a few  paragraphs,  endeavor  to 
exhibit  to  the  view  of  'the  reader  the  real  causes  of  the  ruin 
and  desolation  of  the  colony,  and  those  briefly  are  the  following  : 

1.  The  representing  the  climate,  soil,  etc.,  of  Georgia  in 
false  and  too  flattering  colors,  at  least  the  not  contradicting 
those  accounts  when  publicly  printed  and  dispersed,  and  satis- 
fying the  world  in  a true  and  genuine  description  thereof. 

2.  The  restricting  the  tenure  of  lands  from  a fee  simple  to 
tail-male,  cutting  off  daughters  and  all  other  relations. 

3.  The  restraining  the  proprietor  from  selling,  disposing  of, 
or  leasing  any  possession. 

4.  The  restricting  too  much  the  extent  of  possessions,  it 
being  impossible  that  fifty  acres  of  good  land,  much  less  pine 
barren,  could  maintain  a white  family. 

5.  The  laying  the  planter  under  a variety  of  restraints  in 
clearing,  fencing,  planting,  etc.,  which  were  impossible  to  be 
complied  with. 

6.  The  exacting  a much  higher  quit-rent  than  the  richest 
grounds  in  North  America  can  bear. 
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7.  But  chiefly  the  denying  the  use  of  negroes,  and  persist- 
ing in  such  denial  after,  by  repeated  applications,  we  had 
humbly  remonstrated  the  impossibility  of  making  improvements 
to  any  advantage  with  white  servants. 

8.  The  denying  us  the  privilege  of  being  judged  by  the 
laws  of  our  mother  country,  and  subjecting  the  lives  and  for- 
tunes of  all  people  in  the  colony  to  one  person,  or  set  of  men, 
who  assumed  the  privilege,  under  the  name  of  a Court  of 
Chancery,  of  acting  according  to  their  own  will  and  fancy. 

g.  General  Oglethorpe’s  taking  upon  him  to  nominate 
magistrates,  appoint  justices  of  the  peace,  and  to  do  many 
other  such  things,  without  ever  exhibiting  to  the  people. any 
legal' commission  or  authority  for  so  doing. 

10.  The  neglecting  the  proper  means  for  encouraging  the 
silk  and  wine  manufactures,  and  disposing  of  the  liberal  sums 
contributed  by  the  public,  and  by  private  persons,  in  such 
ways  and  channels  as  to  have  been  of  little  or  no  service  to 
the  colony. 

11.  The  misapplying  or  keeping  up  sums  of  money  which 
have  been  appointed  for  particular  uses,  such  as  building  a 
church,  etc.,  several  hundreds  of  pounds  sterling,  as  we  are 
informed,  having  been  lodged  in  Mr.  Oglethorpe’s  hands  for 
some  years  by  past,  for  that  purpose,  and  not  one  stone  of  it 
yet  laid. 

12.  The  assigning  certain  fixed  tracts  of  land  to  those  who 
came  to  settle  in  the  colony,  without  any  regard  to  the  quality 
of  the  ground,  occupation,  judgment,  ability,  or  inclination  of 
the  settler,  etc.,  etc. 

By  these  and  many  other  such  hardships  the  poor  inhabi- 
tants of  Georgia  are  scattered  over  the  face  of  the  earth  ; 
her  plantations  a wild,  her  towns  a desert,  her  villages  in  rub- 
bish, her  improvements  a by-word,  and  her  liberties  a jest. 
An  object  of  pity  to  friends,  and  of  insult,  contempt  and 
ridicule  to  enemies. 


THE  END. 
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